SITE INSPECTION REPORT OF SRI G. SATISH, D CF.

OFFICER, TIRUPATI ON 15.06.2024
REGARDING THE AREA PROPOSED FOR DIVERSION OF FOREST LAND TOWARDS
| F ¥ .

GRANT OF QUARRY LEASE FOR SILICA SAND

A : , : v
CHILLAKUR MANDAL TIRUPATI DISTRICT ,
PROPOSAL NO. AP{_’AP(‘ QRYZ‘QE&915,§_§£}2QE‘DT: 06.07.2020

The proposed quarry lease for Silica sand falis in Compartment No. 91 of Momidi RF of
Varagali Beat, thamminapatnam Section of Naidupet Range over an extent of 32.48 Ha.
covering Momidi (V) of Chillakur Mandal in Tirupati Forest Division., The proposed area for
diversion does not falls in any Sanctuary / National Park / Biosphere Reserve / tiger
corridor / elephant corridor etc. The proposed diversion of Forest land not falls in any
scheduled area.

Lé::at%cm: District- Tirupati
Mandal and nearby village : Chillakur Mandal, Momidi Village.

Division ~ Range Section ~ Beat : Naidupet Range, -“S‘hamminapatnam Section, Varagé!i
beat, ;

*Legal Status of the Proposed area: RF/PF/ Recorded Forest/others if any
specify : ' .

Proposed diversion forest area of 32.48 Ha in Momidi R.F, is Notified U/s 16 of Madras
Forest Act (V of 1882) vide G.0.Ms. No. 169, Dt: 12.04.1891. '

2. Proposal Description:
Category:
1. Linear : It is not a linear proposal

Stretch Wise details’ _
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2. Non-Linear

Non-Linear

Total Area E— [32.48 Ha

3, Purpases of the proposal :

®

Purpose: for Mz‘nmg'smm Sand
Component wise break up of forest land involved:

- Compartment No, | RF [ Purpose =xtent (Ha) .~ ]
f 91 Momidi R.F, Mining Silica 30.62 |
Lo OERII I Sand
| Momidi R.F. Safety Zone Area | 1.86

f Total ; 32.48

Purpose wise breakup of the area requested for forest clearance cc}nsmmma with
the mining plan was approved by the Dy. Director of Mines & Geology in letter No.
BQI,JMP;SS;’NLRJEQE:{, Dt:02.07.2022. '
Non-forest land involved: No Non-Forest land involved,

Whether non-forest land involved is having wildlife: No.

Whether the non-forest land is falling in ESZ and the project requires
Environmental clearance.: No,




4. Comments by the inspecting authority to the Justification given by the User
agency:

Justification given by the User agency is‘swt valid ,as informed by the user
agency that most of the non-forest areas of surrounding areas was
already occupied by the APIIC, SEZs etc.,.

. Whether unavoidable to take forest area - Establishing its mesua;:aabzfnty fc:;r
locating the project in forest area:

Abundant Mineral is available out side the R.F. Therefore mmmg pmpesai
in this R.F can be avoided.

»  Whether Alternatives examined and reasons for rejection of ﬁ:;ther aliemattves
No alternatives examined by the user agency

« If unavoidable, whether barest minimum forest area is proposed.

No. an area of 30. 62 Ha for Mining Silica Sand and Safety Zone Area af
1.86 Ha as applied by User Agency is not barest minimum.

« Whether any suggestions to reduce the fcmas‘: area for the project (may be
axam ned at the tsme of DGPS survey )



5. 1) Vegetation:

®

®

Dominant Species, indicator Species and other €calogicalty important species in the -
vicinity, (any Rare, Endangere}é, Threatened and endemic species are present),

The vegetation exists in the proposed mining area js degraded forest
having mostly Scrub & thorny bushes with the species of Syzygium cumini
(Neredu), Casuarina equisetifolia {Casur%na:;), Anacardium Occidentale
(Cashew), Ficys benghalensis (Marri), Azadirachts indica (Neem),
Borassus flabellifer (Palmyrah), Eucalyptus globules ( Eucalyptus)

Density of vegetation/tree growth: (In large areas weighted average can be taken)

The total area consists several cashew and casurina trees. The total of 32.48 Ha is
€numerated and 1218 trees having a girth range of 30 to 60 Cm. as seen from
field conditions, it is the only RF situated along the sea coast having good
vegetation of cashew and casuarina trees which act as shelter belt against
cyclones. : ' S :

Forest Type:

As per the working plan prescription the forest land proposed for diversion in

- Compartrnent No. 91 of Momidi (S) RF fails under the classification of 7/C1

Southern tropical dry ever green forest and Sub-type of 7/C1/DS1 Dry ever green
sCrub with a forest quality of ‘fpaw-dass—&‘l", The Density of the vegetation as per
working plan is 0.1.

Eco-class (as per the FCA guidelines issyed by Gol, MOEF&CC, New Delhi
6{106\{}1*2{}32}: . ’

The forest type is Ecsawmass*-w, Open Forest .

vegetation is 0.4,

" Number of trees to be felled: 1218 Nos

2) Fauna:

-~

L

Different fauna available in the project area (10 km radius),



Presence of Wild pig, sloth bear, hair etc., are noticed within 10 Km radius
of the proposed mining area.

*  Scheduled-I animals or Rarj»a,‘ endangered or threatened species present in the
vicinity (i.e 10 km radius). ‘
~NO-

=  Whether thﬁ'suw&yed area is falling in protected areas/ ESZ/ Tiger corridor/
Archaeclogical Heritage sites/ Geological heritage sites. :

No, the Forest land proposed for diversion is not falling in any Wildlife
Sanctuary / National Park / Tiger Corridor/Biosphere reserve / Eco-
sensitive zone etc, ‘ ' L

,Siope and soil:

* Soil type: Red soil/Black soil/ Deltaic alluvial / Coastatl alluvial / sandy /Laterite/
- others if'any specify:

Proposed forest area of 32.48 Ha in compartment No. 91 of Momidi
{S) R.F. consists soil type of Sand, and Sand loamy soils.

*  Site quality: ifEIfIIEJIV.: |
Site quality: I1. |
* Slope/Terrain: Gentle / Medium/Steep:
?hé terrain of the aréa is plain with the gentle rolling.

*» . Soil erosion

Soil erosion will be inevitable if mining lease is granted.

/7. Special plans - Mitigative measures to lessen the impact of the project, :f any:

»

‘-

If any impact on (Wildlife) flora and fauna: Wildlife mitigation plan (either in pA or
outside PA due to presence of abu\néar‘;tf important species). Wherever schedule 1
animals presence ig reported in RF area irrespective of PA, a wildlife mitigation plan to

. tonserve such species may be implemented.

#



No impact assessment on Wildlife is Conducted.

*  Ifany impact on solil like €rosion ete: S0il moistyre Conservation plan or any
techniques to arrest erosion by Vegetative Mmeans and €ngineering structures,

Not possibie to take Up any engineering structures because of sandy soi] .

* IFany impact of the pProject on catchment area: Catchment area treatment plan, river
protection plan.

* Ifany impact on habitat fragmehtarim due to linear projects: Mmitigative Mmeasures tp
-reduce the impact of linear projects, . '

Itis not a linear Project, and no fragmantatmn is occurred due to éi"fiersion of
the land for mining, : AN

*  Any special Suggestions / conditions to reduce the impact of project concerned.,
x ‘NQ_ 2

8. Whether any violation of Forest Conservation Act, 1980 has been observed :

No violation is hoticed, as no work is carried out by the user agency by the time
of inspectiam ' o .

a, Renommenﬁatian:

Not recommended in’ view of , the local villagers angd Vana Samraks%zaﬁa Samithies who
are zu?*{z‘va}tmg the patta lands adjacent to Momid; Reserve Forest are ap;::esiﬂgf@r'
g’rantmg the mining lease in Momidi Reserve Forest as mining in the Forest areg may
- cause soil erosion, Salt water intrusion and af?&cted with other adverse effects as {he area
is éco!czgfcaﬂy fragile since it is situated at a distance Qf 6 k.m only from the Sea coast of
Bay of Bengaﬂ M@rmven the Casuaring and Cashew plants existing in Momidi Reserve
Forest were raised by the local villagers of Momidi and Vana samrakshana Samithis to act
as barrier &u%mg -cyclones, The said shelterbelt plantations protect the sea coast from
cyclones, Granting of any Mining lease in the Momidi Reserve Forest to be Considered

»



only after conducting Environmental impact study by any premier institute, as granting of .
one mining lease in the Forest area may lead to grant of other mining leases also which
causes the entire Momidi Reserve Forest to be diverted in near future. Hence not
recommended

Place: Tirupati - ‘ Qisiricﬁ‘?ﬁ?%t Officer,

Date: 15.06.2024 Tirupati.



