
GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
FOREST DEPARTMENT

From:
Dr. Mohd. Iliyas Rizvi,IFS.,
Prl. Chief Consenator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force),
Andhra Pradesh, "AranyaBhavan",
K.M. Munshi Road, Guntur-522004.

To,
The Prl. Secretary to Govemment,
Environment, Forests, Science &
'fechnology Departrnent
Andhra Pradesh Secretariat,
Ve lagapudi, Am:rravathi.

Sir,

Rc.No.EFS02 -l 5026 I rr l20L CF/FCA-I, Dated: 04.01.201 9

Subr APFD - F (C) Act, 1980 - M/s. Reliance Jiolnfocomm I-td.,
Visakhapahram - Iaying of underground Optical Fiber Cable
along the road within the Right of Way (RoW) passing
through forest under Kakinada Division over an extent of
4.64Ha. for providing I-TE voice & Data services in the State
of Andhra Pradesh - Proposals - Submission off - Reg.

Rel:- Reliance Jio Infocomm I,td. Online Proposal No.
FP/AP/OFC/35350/20 I 8, Dt 24.08.20 I 8.

PCCF's Ref.No.EFS02-15026/11/2018/FCA SEC/PCCF/
FCA-1, Du03.09.2018.
Authorized Signatory, Reliance Jio Infocomm Ird.,
l,r. No.RIIUOFC/ROWN LD/AP/APFD/KAKI NADA/20 I 8
-19/ 132, Dr 04.09.2018.
PCCFs Ref.No.EFS02-t5026/tt/20t8/FCA SEC/PCCry
FCA-I, Dr11.09.2018.
CF, Raiamahendravaram Rc.No.40l5l2018-Dl,
Dr,22.12.20t8.
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'l'he proposal was sent to the Divisional Forest Officer, Kal<inada and
Conservator of Forests, Rajamahendravar:rm vide this office rel'erence 4''cited
lbr processing as per guidelines envisaged under Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 and amendmenls thereon. Accordingly, the Conservator of Forests,
Rajamahendravaram vide reference 5*cited has submined the proposal duly
processed under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 guidelines and :rmendment
thereon for diversion of 4.64 Ha. of forest land.

The user a.sencv has furnished the followins information in Part-I:

) This proposal is for laying ol Optical Fiber Cable along the Road within in
the existing Right of Way passing through fbrests uruler Kakinada Division

It is submitted that, M/s. Reliance Jio Infocomm Itd., Visakhapatnam
vide reference l"cited has submitted the proposals through online fbr
diversion of forest land to an extent of 4.64 Ha for laying of underground
Optical Fiber Cable along the road within the Right of Way (RoW) pa;sing
through fbrest under Kakinada Division fbr providing Ul'E voice & Data
services in the State of Andhra Pradesh as per the license granted by
Government of India.

The details of proposal are as followsi



fbr pror.iding [,'l'E voice & Data seniccs iu the State of Andhra Pradesh as

per the license gmnted by Gorenrment ol'India.

) For locating this project on lorest land, the flser Agency h:s justilied that
the Optical Fiber Cable is generally laid along the admitted RoW ol'State /
National Highrvay roarls. Such xratl sirle area is rlcclaretl as the Protected
Forest under the Indian Forest Act. The ;rea retluested tbr laying of the
Optical Fiber Cable is the bare rnininrum consi(lering the requiremenls
and also considering the salety ol' the cables so laid. Since the
telecornmunication callles also carry the comrnunication tiom the
Gorenrment oftices, Det-ense & Strategic establishments an(l from
difl-erent industrial organiz-ations apart tiorn the general public, tbr the
sa{'ety and contidenti:rlity of the conversation so made it is n<-rt advis:rble kr
lay such imporuurt cables on the private land belcuging to dillerent parties.
'llhe cable alignrnent r'vill be suitably diverted to avoid any cutting of trees
and laid within the road land boundary lry excavating a narrow trench of 50
to 100 cms. Width (approx..). 'lhe same strip ol'trench will be reinstate<l
to irs original comlition and also no structure rvill be erected on the cable
route.

) The I Tser Agency has stated that, this Optical Fiber Cable system will lullill
the neerls o1' 'l'elecornmunication circuits arxl Wireless Br<>adband

Senices and other Data lbr the (]ove nunent, Industlies, Det'ense an<l

Society. This telecom Inliastructure shall learl to gronth in economy and
hence rrorc empkryment :urd better living conditions of' the
geoS;raphy/state/Country.

) 'l-his new scheme of laying Optical Fiber Cable is most modem arxl state

o[ art 'l-echnokrgy in the liekl ol f)igital Telecommunication. Moreover
the same cable will provitle most of nerv value added services as well as it
will cater Ibr the needs of Integrated Sen'ices Digital Network.

) Purlxlse-wise lrreak-up ol the t<xal land require<l is an extent of 4.64 Ha.
(i.e.,60,1.56 mts. ler4th x0-771rnrs. Wiclth approx.)

) 'l'he I Tser Agency has ceftified that the lbrest land proposed for rliversion
is barest minimum area zurd unavoidable.

) 'lhe ITser agency has subrnitted undertaking to bear thc cost of mising anrl
maintenance ol coml>ensatory allbrestation, NPV, Additional NPV, tree
Extraction charges arxl esc:rlation charges, if any, :rs per the scheme
prep:red by the State Oorernment.

) In regarding the certificate un<lcr RoFR Act-200(i, the user agency has

subrnitted that as per the (iOI Lr.No. F.PNo. I l-!/98-FC (1t$ dt.5.2.2013,
proJrosals likc consuuction ol' roa<ls, canals, laying of lripe lines / Optical
liber arxl transmission lines etc., where linear <liversion ol' use ol Ibrest
land in several villages are invt>h,ed the Grama Sabha resolution may not
be required until unless recogniz.ed righs ol PI'G/PAC are being :rllected,
are exempte<l fiorn the rerluirement ol' obtaining c()nsent of the (]rzrm

Sabha(s) as stipulated in clause O rea<l with clause (b), (e) and (l) in second

) The cost of the project is Rs.391.00 lakhs approximately.

) 'l-he User agency has submitted that the l')mployment likely to Irc
genemted is 41,105 man days apl)rox.



para of the Ministry's said lener dated 03.0U.2009. 'l'he user agency hiu
cenilied that the proposal tbr laying of underground OFC does not invoha
recognized righs of Primitive 'l'ribal Groups/Pre-Agricultural communities
(PI'G/PAC) and also given an undertaking that the consent of Grama
Sabha will be submitted, if it is found othenvise, at any point of time.

F The user agency has submitted the authenticated DGPS suneyed map tirr
the area prolx>sed lbr <liversion.

The Divisional Forest Officer Kakinada has furnished the information in

D 'l'his proposal is lbr f)irersion ol'4.64 Ha. of forest lald lbr laying ol'
un<lerground Optical tiber cable along the road within the existing Right ol
Way p:rssing through lirrest larxl involr.ing 2.37 Ha. in Maredumilli RF,
1.29 Ha. in Valzrmuru RF and 0.98 Ha. in Antilora RF ot'
Rampachodavaram Range of Kakinada Dirision in thvour of M/s. Reliance

.Jio Inlbcomm Limite<l, Visakhapatnam. The proposed area is passing
tlnough Papikonda National Park in ComprNo.183 from Pamuleru vagu
to two hillock junction where the boundary of CompLNo.183 ends and
continues along the road in ComprNo.l72 and is Eco.,Sensitive zone of
Valamuru Beat of Maredumilli Section.

) 'lhe Dir.isionzrl Forest ()llicer, Kakinada has enclosed a statement of legal

stirh.rs of lbrest land notilied under Forest Acts.

) The Divisional Forest OUicer has state<l that there is no particular
r egetation in the proposerl area of diversion except some rveeds a:rd some
bamlno clumps in Maredumilli RF since it is right ol way and regularly
used by public.

) 'lhe Divisional Forest Olficer has stated that there is no re<luirement of
trees f'elling involved along the length irnd width of prolxrsed OFC path.

) 'l'he Divisional Forest Ofticer ha-s stated that the area proposed fbr
diversion is not rulnerable to erosion.

) The f)ivisional Forest Otlicer has state<l that the area proposed is

unavoidable and barest minimum tbr the pr<lject.

) 'lhe Dirisional Forest Ollicer has stated that there are no erxlangered /
unique species of flora antl thuna lirund available in the proposed area.

) 'l'he Divisional Forest O|icer has stated that the proposed area is passing

through Papikonda National Park in ComprNo.l83 from Pamulem wagu

to two hillock junction where the boundary of ComptNo.l83 ends and
continues along the road in CompLNo.lT2 and its Eco-Sensitive zone of
Va]amuru Beat of Maredumilli Section.

) 'lhe Divisional Forest Ollicer ha^s stated that there is no violations to the
provisions under Forest (Consenation) Act, 1980 within the proposerl
lbrest areas.

D 'l'he Divisional Forest Ollicer, Kakinada has inspecte<l the ltro1>osed lanrl
Iirr laying ot ()ptical Filler Cable (OFC) akrng the existing right ol w:ry
passing Kakinarla Division along rvith Sul> Divisional Rrrest OIIicer,

Part-II as follows:



Rampacho<lar-iu-iun ancl Forrcst Range Otlicer, Rarnpachodavaram anrl
otlicials ol- M/s. Reliance .fio Inlbcornm timited, Visakhapatnam on
21.10.201u.

) The Divisional Forest Ollicer has certified that the area is not covererl
under any VSS area.

) 'lhe Divisional Forest Ollicer, Kakinada has rec<.rmmended the proposal
in Part-II.

The Conservator of Forests. has furnished the
information in Part-m as followsi

'fhe Consen,ator ol'Forests, Rajamahen<lravaram has not inspected the
proposed area an<l agreed rvith the infonnation pror.ided by the Divisiorurl
Forest Ollicer, Krkinada in Part-II and :rlso recommetrdetl the proposal in
PartJII.

Further, the Consen ator of Forests, R4jiunahendravamm has stated

that a portion of the stretch lalls under Papikonda National Park, hence

lrcrmission from competent authority to bc obtained.

Both, the Divisional Forest Officer, Kakinada and Conserrrator of
Forests, Rajamahendravaram have recommended the proposal.

1-he proposal has been upkrade<l in the Ministry's website and unirlue
yrroposal No. FP/AP/OFC/35350/2018, Dt. 24.0t].20ltl generated and the

acknorvlerlgemcnt slip genemted on the rveb portal is enclosed herewith.

As per the guidelines issued by the (]OI, MoliF& CC, Nerv Delhi
I.'.No. ll-09/9tt-Fc, Dt. 16.10.2000 & 07.11.2014, prolrosal lbr f)iversion of
4.64 Ha. ol'tbrest land ttrr laying of underground ()lrrical fiber cable akrng the
road within the existing right of rvay passinS; through lbrests Kakinada f)ivision
in l'avor o[M/s Reliance JIO Infocomm Lt<I. duly recomrnen<led in Part-IV, is

submitted herewith in <luplicate lirr consi<lcration ol' the Jrroposal and accord
stage-l apl)ro\,al as <leerned lit.

l'lncl:- As above.
Yours laithlully,

Sd/- Dr.Mohd. triyas Rizui,
Prl. Chiel'Consenator ol Forests

(Hearl ol Forest Force)
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PART-IV
(To be filled in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of Forests or Head of
Forest Department)

2

Sign atu re

Date:
Place:

Dr. Mohd. h/as Rizvi rc'.
Ht Chlef Cdlsen atud Fo(S

Name : (Head of Forest Forco)

s11;.;, I dEdhra Pradesh,Guntr

1 Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the State
Forest Department for acceptance or otherwise of the
proposal with remarks

(While giving opinion, the adverse comments made by

concerned Conservator of Forests or Deputy Conservator of
Forests should be categorically reviewed and critically
commented upon)
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