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Nov 28, 2022
Essar Oil and Gas Exploration and Production Ltd.

ESSAR House - Durgapur
Village & Post Office - Molandighi
Block - Kanksa

Durgapur Sub-Division
Dist.-Paschim Bardhhaman
Durgapur - 713212

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Head of Forest Force el

Department of Forest, Government of West Bengal
Aranya Bhaban,

Kolkata - 700106 mggg;@::;ﬂmnpmi"
West Bengal

CIN : U11203GJ2016PLC091903

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 12.5492 ha of forest land in favour of Essar Oil and Gas Exploration
and Production Ltd. For drilling CBM Gas wells, construct approach road & laying pipeline under
Burdwan and Durgapur Forest Division of West Bengal -req.

Ref: Letter No: IRO/KOL/WB/Others/154900/2022/474, dt Nov 23, 2022, by IRO, MOEFCC, Kolkata

Dear Sir,

This refers to the captioned letter from IRO, MOEFCC. We submit our responses below for few specific
queries as outlined below:

Query (i): Area of the forest land proposed for diversion is revised from 17.6962 ha to 12.5492 ha.
Part-l & Part-ll in online portal may be corrected accordingly.

Multiple attempts have been made to revise the same. EOGEPL approached concerned MoEFCC officials
at NIC, New Delhi for suitable modifications, but the change could not be done.

Query (ii): It is submitted by the concerned CCF that:elephants take shelter in the proposed patch of
forests at times during their movement and if this patch of greenery is tampered with, Human-
Elephant Conflict shall raise beyond control during their occasional visits. Also, the proposal is not
a site specific project. The State Forest Department as well as the User Agency may explore the
feasibility of shifting the proposal to the nearby non forest degraded forest land to avoid the loss of
elephant movement corridor.

CBM Wells location were identified on the basis of proposed CBM reserved after interpretation of subsurface
data. EOGEPL has carried out the location identification process since April 2021 and primarily identified
around 40 well locations within the Forest area. But after further scrutinizing, EOGEPL applied for 24 well
locations. However, after a detailed inspection and site visit of each well location, CCF recommended for
18 well locations. There is no elephant movement corridor found in our proposed project site. Occasionally
few elephant stray out from neighboring area of Bankura. As such there will be hardly any loss of elephant
habitat. The recommendation of the CCF has already considered the elephant movement corridor. Kindly
further note that, the human-elephant conflict as highlighted above by the IRO shall be appropriately
addressed in the Wildlife Management Plan (separately enumerated in Query [viii] below).

Query (v): Legal status of the proposed CA land needs to be uploaded.

EOGEPL had purchased 102.81 acres of land in Bankura solely for the purpose of Compensatory
Afforestation for the forest land. As was planned, EOGEPL had put up a Forest Diversion Proposal for 13.54
Ha for which Stage | approval was accorded by MoEFCC, Bhubaneswar on Feb 2, 2016. Since this land
was beyond the stipulated ceiling of 24.22 Acres as stipulated by the GOWB, the land was vested with the
GOWB. EOGEPL then requested the GOWB for transfer of 13.54 Ha (33.45 Acres) of land to the Forest
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Department under “Inter Department Transfer (IDT)” so that Stage 2 Approval can be obtained. GOWB
accordingly issued an Order for IDT for 13.54 Ha of land on Sep 26, 2022 (Copy enclosed for reference).
Handover of the same including trenching and pillaring iis in the final stages, and the same is expected to
be completed within Dec 2022. In the meanwhile, EOGEPL submitted a fresh FDP of 17.69 Ha (reduced to
12.54 Ha as recommended by the CCF) and accordingly requested GOVVB to transfer additional land (out
of the balance land in Bankura) vide its letter dated Oct 7, 2022 (Copy enclosed for reference). Kindly note
that IDT order for such land shall be received from the GOWB only after receipt of the Stage 1 approval
from the MOEFCC. '

Query (vi): NOC from the concerned DC/competent authority regarding the use of the proposed land
as CA for the project. ‘

Kindly refer our response to Query (v) above. As mentioned above, IDT for transfer of land from GOWB to
MOEFCC shall be received only after Stage 1 approval by the MOEFCC

Query (viii) :The State Forest Department recommended the proposal with condition of Soil Moisture
Conservation Plan & Wildlife Conservation Plan to be formulated by concerned DFO. Upload such
Plans duly approved by the Competent Authority/ CWLW.

Preparation of the Soil Moisture Conservation Plan & Wildlife Conservation Plan has already been initiated
and is in process. The same shall be submitted for review and approval of the DFO in the due course. We
understand that these plans are required to be uploaded after receipt of Stage 1 approval.

Query (ix): The proposal No.FP/WB/Others/7248/2014 (Raniganj Coal Bed Methane Project) of the
same User Agency had been accorded "in-principle" approval on 2.02.2016. After passage of more
than 6 years, compliance report of the conditions stipulated in "in-principle" approval are still
awaited. Status of the compliance report needs to be submitted.

We invite your attention to our response mentioned in Query (v). EOGEPL had applied for transfer of land
to the GOWB in 2016 which took some time mainly due to various processes followed by the GOWB
including approval by the Cabinet. About 2 years were lost due to Covid lockdowns also. Now that the IDT
has been received in Sep 2022 and the local administration is involved in the transfer of the land to the
Forest Department, we expect such transfer to be completed in Dec 2022, post which EOGEPL shall
approach the MOEFCC for grant of Stage 2 approval.

Query (x):The validity of the Environmental Clearance of the project is expiring on 26.02.2023.
However, the forest clearance of the instant proposal had been applied for 25 years. It may be
clarified. :

The EC of the project is valid till Feb 2023. However, as per the notification dated Jan 18, 2021, issued by
MOEFCC (copy enclosed for reference), extension of 1 year has been granted to all projects due to “No
work due to COVID Pandemic Situation”. The validity therefore stands extended to Feb 2024. Application
for suitable extension in the EC, if required, shall be done at an appropriate time.

Thanking You,
For, Essar Oil

d Gas Exploration & Production Ltd

Ranjan Jindal
Chief Financial Officer

' Cc: , _
- Addl. PCCF&CCF-South East Circle, WEBEL IT Park, Durgapur
- CCF-Central Circle, WEBEL IT Park, Durgapur
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
DEPARTMENT OF LAND & LAND REFORMS AND REFUGEE RELIEF & REHABILITATION
GE(M)/LRA-1Il BRANCH, NABANNA, 325, SARAT CHATTERJEE ROAD,
P.O. SHIBPUR, HOWRAH-711 102

Memo No. 4286-GE(M)/3M-96/12 Pt-1V Date : 26.09.2022.

From: The Deputy Secretary
to the Government of West Bengal.

To : The District Magistrate & Collector, Bankura,
Dist. — Bankura.

Subject : Inter-Departmental Transfer of Govt. land in favour of the Forest Department, Govi. of Wes

Bengal for the purpose of Compensatory Afforestation under Indpur Block in the district of

Bankura in lieu of utilization of forest land for oil exploration and production by M/s Essar Oil
and Gas Production Limited.

With reference to the above, the undersigned is directed to say that the Governor is hereby
pleased to accord sanction to the following inter-departmental transfer of Govt. land in favour of the Forest
Department, Govt. of West Bengal for the purpose of Compensatory Afforestation under Indpur Block in the
district of Bankura in lieu of utilization of forest land for oil exploration and production by M/s Essar ()il
and Gas Production Limited as per land schedule below:

Schedule
. i -  Area
District P.S. Mouza J.L. No. LR Plot No. : )
(in acch)
Bankura Indpur Mukutdihi 118 364 3 20.94
365 i 4.00
407 | 250
425 | 6.02

Total Area —33.46 acres

2. The Forest Department Government of West Bengal will hold the land as sanctioned on the following
terms and conditions:

(i) The land will be reverted to the Land and Land Reforms Department when no longer required by
the Forest Department Government of West Bengal.

(ii) If it is found that the land has not been utilized for a period of 3 (three) years from the date of
taking over possession, the Land & Land Reforms Department may resume such quantum of land from the
Forest Department, Government of West Bengal.

(iii) The Forest Department, Government of West Bengal will not alienate the land.

(iv) The Forest Department, Government of West Bengal will not lease out or let out or transfer any
portion or whole of the land at all.

(v) If any portion of the land so sanctioned is found surplus to the requirements at any stage for the
purpose afore mentioned, the said portion of land shall be reverted to the Land and Land Reforms
Department.
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(vi) If it is subsequently found that the subject land is involved in any Court Case in any Hon’ble
Court of Law including WBLRTT, then all concerned shall abide by the orders as may be passed by such
[Hon"ble Court or WBLRTT.

(vii) The Forest Department, Government of West Bengal will not utilize the land for commercial purpose.

(viii) If it is detected subsequently that land is being used for commercial purpose then the Forest
Department, Government of West Bengal will be liable to pay full market value of the land as to be assessed
on the date of such detection.

3. It is accordingly requested to hand over possession of land so sanctioned to the authorized representative
of the Forest Department, Government of West Bengal immediately and report compliance thereof to this
Department early. A copy of the possession certificate should also have to be furnished to this Department.

4. This has the approval of the Cabinet held on 19.09.2022. vide Cabinet Secretariat U/O. No. CAB(D)-410,
dated 20.09.2022.
(=1

Deputy Secretary
to the Govt. of West Bengal

Memo No. 4286/1(7)-GE(M) Date : 26.09.2022.

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:

|. The Principal Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal,
[Forest Department,
Aranya Bhavan, 10A, LA Block, Sector — I,
Bidhannagar, Kolkata —700098.

[§]

The Finance Department of this Government,
Nabanna, 10" Floor, Howrah - 711102.

3. The Director of Land Records & Survey, WB
35, Gopalnagar Road, Alipore, Kol - 700027.

4. The ADM & DL & LRO, Bankura,
Dist. — Bankura.

\/M/s Essar Oil and Gas Production Limited,
AN 81B, Sector — 2B, Martin Luther King Road,
Bidhannagar, Durgapur, PIN — 713212.
6. Guard file of GE(M) Branch.
7. Office Copy.

eputy Secretary
to the Govt. of West Bengal
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Oct 7, 2022 Essar Oil and Gas Exploration and Production Ltd.

ESSAR House - Durgapur
Village & Post Office - Molandighi

The Secretary and Land Reforms Commissioner Block - Kanksa

Dept. of Land & Land Reforms gprtg?:pur ﬁyb-BDh;Lsrllc;‘n
ISt.-Fasi

Govt. of West Bengal Durgepur- 713212

6" Floor, Nabanna West Bengal

Howrah — 711102 India

CIN : U11203GJ2016PLC091903

E eogepl@essarenp.ca.in

www.essar.com
Sub: Request for Inter Departmental Transfer of 12.5492 Ha of land to West Bengal Forest Department,
identified at Bankura (from within total land parcel of 102.81 acres) in relation to Forest Diversion
Proposal by Essar Qil and Gas Exploration and Production Ltd (EOGEPL)

Y

Respected Madam,

At the outset, we sincerely thark you and your office for continued support in resolving the long pending issue
pertaining to IDT for 33.46 ha in favour of West Bengal Forest Dept.

Now, in reference to the above mentioned subject and as previously informed, EOGEPL has submitted an
additional Forest Diversion Proposal of 12.5492 Ha in the district of Paschim Burdwan. The land for
Compensatory Afforestation has been identified from within the total land parcel of 102.81 acres at Bankura.

We would also like to bring to your kind knowledge that concerned DFOs (Bankura North and South Divisions)
has inspected the land to determine suitability of the same and the entire proposed patch has been found to
be suitable for plantation. But the DFOs has also identified some agricultural and plantation activities and have
accordingly requested EOGEPL to complete demarcation and fencing of the land proposed to be handed over
to Forest Dept. Copy of Reports issued by respective DFOs enclosed for kind information.

Hence, we would like to request your good office to kindly:
l. Initiate IDT proceedings for 12.5492 Ha of land in favour of West Bengal Forest Dept.
Il Allow EOGEPL to undertake land demarcation and fencing activities so that we may parallaly initiate
handover proceedings at the earliest.
Your support on the above mentioned matters is kindly requested.
Thanking You,

For, Essar Oil

/..

Ranjan Jindal
Chief Financial Officer

d Gas Exploration & Production Ltd

Copy to:
1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest — HoFF — West Bengal Forest Dept.
2. Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest and Nodal Officer - West Bengal Forest Dept.
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PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)

USRI | THTI
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY
. 201] T2 TRelY, THaTe, S9a 18, 2021/41W 28, 1942
No. 201] NEW DELHI, MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2021/PAUSHA 28, 1942

TITEOT, I S ATy IRad Gy
feg=T
7% faeett, 18 Swae, 2021

FLAT. 221().— FoTT TR, TERTA TG0 3T a9 HATAT |, TG0 (F2e07) Aferfeam,
1986 #T &7 3 T IT-LTT (1) T IT-GTT (2) F @E (v) & AN AT AREAT 6 TIRT FLA g4, TATAL
THTETT T stfer=aT, 2006 (R T8F JT8 3 ATIG=AT Fgl AT §) H&AT 1. 3. 1533 (), aE
14 fidea=, 2006 T T 3 ST T &, S sAfegEeT £ aqaEr # aft "geafea geofeg T
TRATSHETAT AT BRATRaTar & forT 39+ Aea oY smegfaehianor sie/ar Icare e & aieady f&ar s
TqFHAT & TATRRAT, I T ATHATH FeeA o @, RIS Taee gy et fF st w71 77 9@ &
T A & qF "atera e arfesror & g3 qaiaeofiy samaf srated gef |

T FET AAXH (FITAE-19) F THT & I@d gU 3T JaETd eq6 g0 & fom =afug

ATFRSTIA (F AT SATAF) T, & H TRATSATA AT TrATaheA Tl o FIATTIAT HI TATET AT g1 aam&er
T AT AT TRAAT FATAT I ATALAAT | SATATT STTARAR AT | L TF TATALINT FATAIAT 0T
farferTeaar % faeare % forg srre &t "y wite § g, Fit Frfae 19 wgrmT 13t aF g9 981 22 2
HTH ¥ I HATAT H qefteqr 7 72 ¢ 37 =01 =0 a2 #°7 ea19 § Taq gu g & AtwsrsT (T 47 sAifor)
% LT, & H RATRATIT &l ST T@AT oA 2 ThdT gl

305 GI1/2021 (1)
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A AT, FalT qCRIY, T (F2eq0r) a9, 1986 & Faw 5 F (4) @< F &7 qioq qIra<
(Feeron) srferfea, 1986 (1986 T 29) Fr &a=T 3 FT IT-4T=T (1) FT IT-4TT (2) F @S (v) g Ted
AIf<FIT T TART FId g, A fgd | I AT & 797 5 F 3u-[97 (3) F @ (F) & qefiq Arfeq iy
FULAT ATHHRE F TATT AT F ST FHTTIT, ANT- |, G2 3, 3@ (Il), § TR, 9 q¥hTe 6T
TeRTATT TITALT 3T F HATAT ATLAAT H.A1533 (31), A" 14 Fdaw, 2006, #§ Fofered i
TLTeT FAT 5, FAT: -

I AT H,
(i) 37 o |l “=zor (2)_fasamor, ¥ arfiw &7 7 F S 4Ry 7(i) ®, ®@F (viii) ¥ TAW Rette g9
EERSNECRERIEE I RIS W

“(ix) ST ® sfafae Rt a1d % gra gu, 1 oS 2020 & 31 "= 2021 #F SAtE H HLET arawH

(FTTA=-19) & THIT FT T@d gU AT JTATT 28 I F oIy =fua AtFhers (T AT ATAF)

#1 g2 | =8 qfe=aT & Ul % i Aoy "aw it aat & Afeerear it srafe £ qoET %

RIS O U | R A 2B 1 e R 2 e s T o e 0 B re T I 1 = e 1 2 M DA A s

sqaTe o "y SR e T s

(ii) T¥T 9 & F T 4, Awtererd =7 T@r ST, $79i  -

"Q &, TH SATALAAT | siqra e T a1d & 21d g, 1 39 2020 & 31 779 2021 srafer # waem
ATAXH (FITAE-19) & THT &l 3@ U AT TETATT SHeh (HIAT 6 [olT FTUT ATRSTST (FA AT SATAF)
#T 3T T =0 ATIRL=AT & U & A 79X T TAEL0( TATIRT 67 AfemT==raret srater it quET &
TS % o = w8t OFaT ST qai 3<F 9aiaoity sSamaixy o 99 § 39 S1atd o arq J9I410
o gt R fafemTer a9y st

[T, &. 22-25/2020-350.111]
AT HA, S gt

feroqur : o1 srferg=aT 9 F TOSO, FHT, 9 1, €2 3, 39-8T (i) €T #1.9. 1533 (3), aE
14 Tdae, 2006 FRT YHIAT 6T T2 AT ¥ ATEAAT ATSAAT HEAT F.3M. 4254 (), T
27 9T, 2020 g ifaw s "erra= BT 4w om

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 18th January, 2021

S.0. 221(E).—Whereas, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests, in
exercise of its powers by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 (hereinafter referred to as the said
notification) vide number S.0.1533(E), dated the 14™ September, 2006, making the requirement of prior
environmental clearance from the concerned regulatory authority mandatory for all new projects or activities listed in
the Schedule to the said notification, their expansion and modernisation and/or change in product mix, as the case may
be, before any construction work or preparation of land by the project management except for securing the land;

And whereas, in view of the outbreak of Corona Virus (COVID-19) and subsequent lockdowns (total or
partial) declared for its control, implementation of projects or activities in the field has been affected. Ministry of
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Environment, Forest and Climate Change is in receipt of number of requests for extension of the validity of prior
environmental clearances beyond the maximum period allowed in the said notification, as the COVID-19 pandemic
has not yet come to an end. The matter has been examined in the said Ministry and the concern is genuine keeping in
view the fact that due to lockdowns (total or partial), continuation of activities in the field has been difficult.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of
section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under clause
(a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules in public interest, hereby makes the following further amendments in the
notification of Government of India, in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment and Forests, number S.O. 1533 (E),
dated the 14" September, 2006, published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-II, Section 3, Sub-section (II),
namely:-

In the said notification, -

(i) in paragraph 7, in sub-paragraph 7(i), under sub-heading II. “Stage (2) — Scoping”, after clause (viii), the
following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(ix). Notwithstanding anything contained above, the period from the 1°" April, 2020 to the 31" March,
2021 shall not be considered for the purpose of calculation of the period of validity of Terms of Reference granted
under the provisions of this notification in view of outbreak of Corona Virus (COVID-19) and subsequent
lockdowns (total or partial) declared for its control, however, all activities undertaken during this period in
respect of the said Terms of Reference shall be treated as valid.”;

(i1) for paragraph 9A, the following paragraph shall be substituted namely:-

“94. Notwithstanding anything contained in this notification, the period from the I* April, 2020 to the
31" March, 2021 shall not be considered for the purpose of calculation of the period of validity of Prior
Environmental Clearances granted under the provisions of this notification in view of outbreak of Corona Virus
(COVID-19) and subsequent lockdowns (total or partial) declared for its control, however, all activities undertaken
during this period in respect of the Environmental Clearance granted shall be treated as valid.”.

[F.No0.22-25/2020-1A.I1I]
GEETA MENON, Joint Secy.

Note: The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section
(ii) vide number S.0. 1533 (E), dated the 14™ September, 2006 and was last amended vide the notification
number S.0. 4254(E), dated the 27" November, 2020.
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