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Dated: 26th October, 2021
To

The Secrelary (Forests),
All State Governments/UT Administrations

Sub: Clarification on applicabil
. , 1920
over RoW of Roads - rcgf:ding. ty of Forest (Conservation) Act

Sir,

¥ 3
i

The un{iﬂrﬂiﬂnud is directed to refer to the meeting of Group
ln_fl'-F_lﬁt!'uvlurtf held on 24.08.2021 under the chairmanship of Honble
Mlm_slt'r. RT&Il and MSME wherein it has been desired o clanfy the
applicability of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1940 in respect of lands within the
RoW, ownership of which rests with the NHAL or State Government. Tne
matter with regard to the applicability of the Act in such lands was
examined in the Ministry and after due deliberation following is clanfied:

“if the ownership of land vests with MoRTE&H/NHAL/State rvad constructing
agency, it is not a forest’ as per Government records and the same land is under

‘non-forest use’ before 25" October 1980, then provisions of Forest (Conservation)
Act 1980 would not apply”.

This issues with the approval of competent authonty.
Sdf-
(Sandeep Sharma|

Assistant Inspector Generalof Forests

Copy to: -
1. The Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport & Highway, Transport

Bhawan, Parliament Street New Delhi-110001
2. PCCF (HoFF), Department of forests, all States/UTs

3. DDG (F), MoEF&CC's all IROs 3
4. APCCF cum Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of forests, all States/UTs.

5. PPS to Secretary, (EF&CC)/PPS to DGF&SS, MoEF&C
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