: CENTRAL COALFIELDS LIMITED
: ‘ Lad-ad (A subsidiary of Coal India Limited)
<) o Office of the Project Officer, Churi Benti UG

North Karanpura Area, P.O: Dakra 829210,

Fuelling Sustainable Growth Dist: Ranchi (Jharkhand)
Ref No: PO(ChuriBenti)/Forest/2024-25/ 29 § Date ?_L}r } 28 o
To,

The Divisional Forest Officer
Ranchi Division
Van Bhavan -Ranchi

Subject: Regarding diversion of 215.33 Ha Forest land out of 281.17 Ha towards Churi-
Benti underground project in Ranchi Forest department (FP/JH/MIN/23021/2016)

Ref no : Letter no 33 dated 13.01.2025
Letter No 144 dated 18.01.2025

Dear Sir

This is to kindly bring to your notice that Churi-Benti UG has been accorded Stage-1
approval for an area of 312.76 ha vide ref no F.NO 8-49/2008-FC dated 23™ February 2009.
As the condition no 3 quote “Following activities shall be undertaken by the State Forest
Department at the project cost™

In this regard it is to submit that Churi-Benti project is an underground project and there is no
surface excavation of the materials (i.e. Overburden) as it is the case in respect of opencast
mines. Therefore, surface of the diverted forest land is not being broken and hence there are
minimal impact on the topography of the forest land involved in the project.

Further as there no surface excavations there are no dumps generated and as such there are no
sliding of excavated material (i.e. Overburden) in case of the instant project. Hence the instant
conditions i.e. 3(i), 3(ii) and 3(iii) are not applicable for Churi-Benti Underground project.

The same had been also submitted by the project and have been duly forwarded to MoEF&CC
New Delhi. (copy of letters enclosed as annexure A)

Subsequently, MoEF&CC vide letter no F.NO 8-49/2008-FC dated 02" August 2010 (copy of
letter enclosed as annexure B) amended the said condition reciprocated as follows:

Condition | Details Changes Agreed to
Condition | Following activities shall be | Following activities undertaken by the
no 3 undertaken by the State Forest | project proponent under the supervision
Department at the project cost of the State Forest Department at the
project cost

Consequently, Stage -1 FC clearance vide letter no F.NO 8-49/2008-FC dated 12" October

2010 (copy enclosed as annexure C).
N
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As such

it to humbly submit that as

therefore the demand against the said
amount to be submitted in CAMPA account.

the condition have been duly amended by MoEF&CC
activities is neither to be raised by DFO, Ranchi nor any

Further it is to submit that various activities as required are being undertaken by the project,

the detai

Is of the same are as follows:

Conditi
on

Details

Remarks

N

3(1)

Proper mitigative measures
soil erosion and choking of
streams shall be prepared
and implemented

Since the project is an underground project and the
surface of the forest land has not been disturbed
therefore there is no soil erosion due to mining
activity in the instant project

3(ii)

Planting of adequate drought
hardy plant species and
sowing of seeds to arrest soil
erosion

There are no excavated areas in the project as such
planting of drought hardy plant species and sowing of
seeds to arrest soil erosion is not required within the
project boundary.

However, the project has undertaken Gap Plantation
with collaboration of State Forest Department in
312.76 ha. Copy of letter enclosed as Annexure D

3(iii)

L

Construction of check dams,
retention/toe walls to arrest
sliding  down  of the
excavated material along the
contour

There is no excavated material j.c. Overburden
produced in the project as such this condition is not
applicable for the project

As per the above mentioned, facts and compliances it is submitted that the project has been
complying with the conditions as accorded in the Stage-I and Stage-II Forestry clearances.

Hence it is kindly requested that the existing

considered accordingly please.

Copy to:

1) Conservator of Forest, Ranchi,
2) General Manager,(Forest), CC
3) General Manager, NK Area :

4) Ofc

proposal for diversion of the 215.33 ha may be

Thanking You,
Yours faithfully,

Geﬁé?ﬁfg\aﬁ
Project® er,

Churi Benti UG
NK Area, Dakra

VanBhavan: For kind information please
L HQ: for kind information please
for kind information please
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Status of Corr;ﬁliz_iiice

The Compensatory A fforestation (CA)
over double the degraded forest land
i.e. over 20.52 ha shall be undertaken
at the cost of the user agency.

The user agency shall transferred the |
cost (incorporating the current wage
structure) of raising and maintaining
Compensatory Afforestation to the
State Forest Department.

CCL has paid Rs. 10,73,490.00 (Rs. Ten |

lacs . Seventy three thousand foursh
hundred and ninety only) being the
amount of plantation cost over 20.52 ha
of forest land.

‘The cost of C.a. has been transferred to |

CAMPA Alc 1587.

Fencing, prc;teclion and regeneration
of the safety zone area (7.5 meter strip
all along the outer boundary of the
mining leasc area) shall be done at the
project cost. Besides this, afforestation
on degraded forest land, to be selected
elsewhere, measuring one and a half

“The user agency has

times the area under safety zone, shall

given an
undertaking that fencing of Salety Zone
will be done by CCIl. Letter no.
PO/CH/09/2657 dt.  26.08.2009 of
Project Officer, Churi UGP is enclosed
as annex - L

| wigfy 4
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User agency h;is paid Rs. 90,242.27
(Rupees ninety thousand two hundred
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also be donc at the projc(.lLO_bl- i 7 fu-l't)’ Lwo dﬂd. Pdlsc l\;véniy seven only)
being the cost plantation over 1.5 times

area of salety zone. i.e. for 1.725 ha.dae

WWM- Besides
this Rs. 13.14.000.00 (Rs. thirteen lacs
fourteen thousand and only) has also
been realised from user agency being
the cost of maintenance of safety zone.

3 | () Proper mitigative measures 1o | User agency vide annexure - [ has
minimize soil erosion and choking of | informed that three conditions are not
streams shall be prepared and | applicable in case of under ground
implemented. mines. MoEF may be requested to take a
decision on condition no. 3.

(ii) Planting of adequate drought hardy
plant species and sowing of seeds 10
arrest soil erosion.

(iii) Construction of check dams,

retention / toe walls to arrest sliding

down of the excavated material along

: the contour.

4 The period of diversion under this
approval shall be twenty (20) years
subject to possession of valid lease by

| User agency under the MMDR Act,

1957. ' '

The State Government shall charge the

Net Present Value of the forest area

- diverted under this proposal from the

user agency as per the judgement of

the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India
dated 28.03.2008 & 09.05.2008 in 1A
no. 566 in WP (C) No. 202/1995 and
as pet the guidelines issued by this

Ministry vide letter no. 5-3/2007 - FC

dated 05.02.2009 in this regard.

The user agency shall furnish an
undertaking to pay the additional
NPV, if so determined, as per the final
decision of Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India. ]
| All the funds received from the user The funds have been lran_sfen‘ed to
agency under the project shall be CAMPA Alc. Detailed are given al the
wransferred to Ad-hoc CAMPA in A/c | end of this table.
no. CA 1587 of Corporation Bank,
Block 11, CGO Complex, Lodhi
road, New Delhi — 110003.

A TS, S

It has been za—gféé_ti upon by the user
agency. ( Annex — 1)

NPV @ 8.03 lacs / ha for 10.26 ha of
Surface use and @ 4.015 lacs / ha for
302.4 ha of underground use, %@ RIS e
to Rs. 12,96,88,515.00 (Rs. Twelve
crores ninety six lacs eighty eight
thousand five hundred and fifteen) has
been paid by the CCL.

*

N DI S  ]

CCL has given an undertaking vide
Annex — L.




| The user agency will take up studies | Undertaking 1

Land implementation of  mitigatinve
{ measurcs al project cost to reduce the
{pnllulion level of Damodar and Safe
| Fivers.
"I The user agency take up black topping
j of Ranchi  Piparwar ~ llazaribagh
| road use for transportation of coal at
[the project cost to reduce dust
| pollution.

|

|
j
|

§
L]

{on the pollution impact of coal |
[ clusters on the aquifers / river water |

t as annexure I

enclosed

MoEF b
Rancihi

modify this condition. CCL

informed only Khelari to Piparwar
Project is under control of CCL and they

T

yn the user agency is |

1

i
1
|
i

4 directed the CCL to bluck top 1
Piparwar i lazaribagh Road. |
In this regard CCL vide letter no. CGM
(Fnv. & Forest) /2009/702 05 dt
23.03.2009, addressed to  Inspector
General of Forest (FC) has requested to

has

CCL..

enclosed as annexure — 1.

are ready to black top this portion only.
MoEF should consider this rcquest of

Letter of CCL dt. 23.03.2009 is

- =

The area within the lease, but outside
diversion. be conserved and developed
as Green Belt at project cost by the
user agency.

1 Any tree felling shall be done only |
when it is unavo8idable under strict
supervision of the State Forest

Departinent.

annexure — I.

annexure — L.

Undertaking from CCL is enclosed as

' Undertaking from CCL is enclosed as

No labour camps shall be set up inside
the forest area.

annexure — [.

Undertaking from CCL is enclosed as

No damage to the flora and fauna of
the area shall be caused.

| The forest land shall not be user for
any purpose other than that specified

in the proposal.

annexure — L.

annexure - 1.

'The wuser agency will obtain
Environmental clearance and any
other clearance required for such
project before the final approval.

anncxure — L.

The user agency will obtain the
clearance under the provisions of ST
& OTFD (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006 before the final

P

Undertaking from CCL is enclosed as

Undertaking from CCL is enclosed as

Undegtakiﬁéﬂfnrar;f CCL is enclosed as

The process of settlements of claims is
under progress. DFO, Ranchi Fast is
being requested to submit the details of
settled claims on proposed land, if any.
This information will be sent to MOEF

\

Coalliar B
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1.
2
3
4.
5

1

approval,

The user ageney to pay the cost of
penal compensatory afforestation over
four times the area under violation i.e.
over 26.0 ha of degraded forest land.

The user agency to  submit
progress of handing over of filled up
voids area to. the State Vorest

Department.

Any other condition that the CCF
{Ceatral). Regional Office.
Bhubaneshwar. may impose from time

[lo time for the protection and

improvement of flora and fauna in the
forest area.

“the |

along with the compliance of Stage 1
clearance.

User agency has paid Rs, 18.83,316.9¢
(Rs. Lighteen lacs cighty three thousand
three hundied sixteen and paise ninety
six only) being the cost of penal
compensatory Afforestation over 26 ha
of Forest land.

CCL vide annex | has submitted that
these is no void in the project area, So
this condition is not applicable. But with
the progress of underground mining,
voids are bound to be created and these
must be filled up to prevent the
underground fire / subsidence of land.
The use of fly ash should be made for
filling up the void.

CCL has agreed 1o this condition vide
annex - L.
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F. No. 8-49/72008-FC
Government of lndia
Ministry of Environment & Forests

(FC Division)
Paryavasan Bhawan, CGO Complex,
v . . - Lodhi Road, New Delhl » 110 510,
) Dated: 30" July, 3010

To :
The Principal Secretary (Forests), ’ n‘t
Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi.

Sub:- Diversion of 312,76 ha including 302.49 ha of forest land for under-ground coal mlning and
10.26 ha for surface use in [avour of M/s Caatral Coalfields Limlted (CCL) in Churl PF of
Ranchi East Forest Division In Ranchi district of Jharkbsnd.
Sir,

- [ am directed to refer to the State Govemnment's letter no. Vanbhumi-76/2007-1693/VP duted
14.05.2010 in response to this Ministry's letter of even number dated 17.11,2009 on the subject clted
above secking partial medification in the conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval grunted on the
subject and to inform that the amendment sought In the following amendments have been agreed to by

the competént authority:
N
Eﬂdiﬁon Details Changes agreed 10
0

ondition | Fencing, protection and regencration of the safety No change
P 3 zone arca (7.5 metre strip all along the outer
boundary of the mining lease area) shall be done
at the project cost. Besides this, afforestation on
degraded forest land, to be selected elsewhere,
measuring one and a half times the area under
safﬁymne.shnll:lsobedmntﬂumg‘ cost. |
Condition | Following activities shall be undertaken by the | Following sctivies undertaken by
No. 3 State Forest Department at the project cost: pro t under the supervision o
thé State Forest Department ut the proj
cost:
Condition | The user agency shall ke up black topping of | The user agency shall take up black
No. 9 Ranchi-Piparwat-Hazaribagh road used for | topping of pm:il.c.mmﬂpm
transportation of coal st the project cost to reduce of Ranchi-Piparwar-Hazaribagh road

dust pollution.

stretch of road will be the responsibility
of the CC1 as they will be engaging heavy

traffic on this road.
In view o!mcabove,lamdimuedwrequestyouwk!n&lymmhh aomplhnaupoﬂup«mc
- modifications indicated above.
Youry faiygully,
(C. Singh)
i Sr. Asgislant lnspector General ulPorests
~“Copy 10:-

1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govemnment of Jhurkhand, Ranchl.
The Nodal Officer (FCA), Office of the PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.
The Chief Conservator of Forest (Central), Regional Office, Bhubuneshwar,

User Agency. .
(C.DMingh)
Sr. Assistant Inspoctor General of\Farosts
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F. No. 8-49/2008-FC G wanire &

Government of India
Ministry of Environment and Forests
(E.C. Division)
Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 510.
Dated: 12" October, 2010
To
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi.

Sub: Diversion of 312.76 ha of forest land (302.49 ha for under-ground and 10.26 ha for
surface use) in favour of M/s Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Churi PF of
Ranchi East Forest Division in Ranchi district of Jharkhand.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the State Govt. letter no. Vanbhumi-76/2007/260/VP dated
21.04.2008 on the subject cited above seeking prior approval of the Central Government under
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. After careful consideration of the proposal by the Forest
Advisory Committee constituted under section-3 of the said Act, in-principle approval was .
granted vide this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 23.02.2009 subject to fulfillment of
certain conditions, The State Government has furnished compliance report in respect of the
conditions stipulated in the in-principle approval and has requested the Central Government to
grant final approval.

In this connection, I am directed to say that on the basis of the compliance report
furnished by the State Government vide letter no. Vanbhumi-76/2007/3100/VP dated
25.08.2010, approval of the Central Government is hereby granted under section-2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of 312.76 ha for under-ground coal mining and surface
use in favour of M/s Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Churi PF of Ranchi Fast Forest
Division in Ranchi district of Jharkhand subject to fulfillment of the following conditions:

I. Legal status of forest land shall remain unchanged.

2. a Compensatory afforestation shall be raised and maintained by the State Forest
Department at the project cost.

b Fencing, protection and regeneration of the safety zone area shall be done at the
project cost. Besides this, afforestation on degraded forest land, to be selected
elsewhere, measuring one and a half times the area under safety zone, shall also be
done at the project cost.

¢ Wherever possible and technically feasible, the User Agency shall undertake
afforestation measures in the blanks within the lease area, as well as along the roads
outside the lease area diverted under this approval, in consultation with the State
Forest Department at the project cost.

3. The approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 is subject to the clearance
under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and any other Acts/Regulation/Rules.

4. The period of permission for lease under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 will be for
20 years or co-terminus with the mining lease subject to possession of valid lease by

User Agency under the MMDR Act, 1957.
M
5""\:—“"' {",f{

hun Call
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L The User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to pay the additional NPV, if so
g determined, as per the final decision of Hon'ble Sup_reme Court of India.

6. Demarcation of mining lease area will be done on the ground at project cost using four
feet high reinforced cement concrete pillars with serial numbers, forward & back
bearings and distance from pillar to pillar.

7. The user agency shall take up plantation over the surface area wherever the forest
density is less than 0.4. Gap planting should be taken up in the areas where density is
between 0.4 and 0.7. The user agency will protect the area till the life of the
underground mining in consultation with Forest Department. ‘

8 The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
proposal.

- 9.  Any tree felling shall be done only when it is unavoidable under strict supervision of the
A% State Forest Department.

10. No damage to the flora and fauna of the area shall be caused.

11. No labour camps shall be set up inside the forest area.

12. The user agency will make arrangement for free supply of coal to labourers and staff
working on the project site so as to avoid any pressure on the adjacent forest areas.

13. The user agency, on a loﬁg term policy intervention, will explore the possibility of
establishing vocational Training Institutes for training the local youth and employing
them in their operations for a minimum period as a part of its CSR. '

EE-; 14 Other standard conditions as applicable to underground mining projects shall be
applicable in instant case also. :

15. Any other condition that the Chief Conservator of Forests (Central), Regional Office,
Bhubaneshwar may impose from time to in the interest of conservation, protection or
development of forests.

ly,
>
.I¥|Singh)
Sr. Assistant Inspector General ofNorests
Copy to:-

\ 1,

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi with the
request to hand over the area to the user agency only after receipt of satisfactory
compliance to ST&OTFD (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

The Nodal Officer, Office of the PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.

The Chief Conservator of Forest, Regional Office, Bhubaneshwar.

User Agency / Dr. RK Garg, Advisor, Coal India Limited, Core -1, 2 & 5" Floor, Scope
Minar, Vikas Marg, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi.
Monitoring cell of the FC section

Guard file.
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CENTRAL COALFIELDS UMITEL
(Gowt. of India Undertak!ngj
Darbhanga House, Ranchi- g34 029

fPhone: (03 1) zmmmm 10651) 2360194,
M&mﬁm#{mﬂqo\r@

. The DFo, Ranchi(E}
| Vanbhawan, Doranda, Ranchi
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e . 2. Your letter no. 3559 dtq, 02.08.2017 of CF/DFo, Ranchi forest division,
N Dear sir
The condition No, 7 of the Stage-|| Clearance of Churi ugp {312.76ha) vide letter ng. F.No. 8-49/2008-f¢ reads ag
fo‘Howing:
‘The user agen Ensity is less than 0.4. Gap Planting
should be take Y will protect the areg 1) the life of

account of pro Ranchi
Forest Drwsaon, Ranchj (IFsc ¢ IN218087945530 CAF
accountJharkhann‘ care thereof on 312.76 ha forest lang falling
under Chyrj Underground Project

i W

Yours faithfully

h
{Soumitracs'ﬁ

Encl: Copy of RTGS

HOD(E&F)
CCL, Ranchi
Cop 5 '
%m:x Area)
2) GM/TS to p(r)(pgp) /kv '
3) GM (pgp)-
4) GM (F-pp)
& Broiens DfMicer
hor ®ry B L™ Q'ﬂr'ﬁ



