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lndira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jor Bagh Road. Aligani
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Dated:27th Juh,2020
To,

The Principal Secrelary (Forests)
All States/UTs

Sub: Clarification regarding guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest
purpose as per the general approval , und€r Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980, for laying ofunderground CNC/PNG and Slurry pipelines-reg.

Sir.

I am directed to refer m the representation received from the Govemment of punjab
through Regional Office Chandigarh vide letter no. l-2Misc/2019-ROC dated 08.01.2020 on
the above mentioned subject and to inlom that the matter was considered by the Forest
Advisory Commiltee (FAC) in its meeting held on 23.04.2020.

2. FAC observed thal as per existing guidelines dared 28.03.2019, condition
mentioned in Para 4.1 (l) is also applicable on rhe proposals menrioned in Para 4.2. Il tir(hcr
observcd that laying of underground CNG/PNC and Slurry pipe)ines in RoW of the uri:.ting
road is an activity being taken up in forest area which is already under non forest use.

l. After thorough dcliberation on the issue. FAC rccomnlended that CA nlav not bc
lcvicd in case ol laying of underground Oplical Fiber Cables (OFC), lelephonc lines, drinking
water supply pipelines, clcctricity cables. CNG/PNG and Slurry pipelincs within rhc RoW oi
existing roads (trench size not more than two metcr in depth and onc mcter in width) not
falling in National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries without felling oftrees.

4. In view of the above, Para 4.2 of the Comprehensive Guidelines issued on 28.03.2019
may be read as:

Lalihg of Underyrou d Optical Fibet Cables (OFC), telephone lines, drh*ing water
supply pipelines, elect ciry cables, CNG/PNG and Slwry pipelines. General approval is
accorded fbr taking up these projects within RoW ofexisting roads (trench size not more than
two mctcr in dcpth and onc meter in width) not falling in National parks and Wildlitc
Sancluarics' !v(hout felling oI trees. Approval, in addition to gcncral conditions mcnrioned
above under para 4.1 lexcept condition '7 "). \ubiccl to lhc [oll(]u ing spccilic cotrdrlr(rls.

a. i\ti) tr(c./i,lling is invohed for the proposecl wtrk

b. After completion oJ'the project the at.ea under RoW should be reclailned suitabl\_

c. UA agrces to make good ofany loss to Forest/Environment.
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d. The LIA will seek permission from the local FDfor cartying out any haintenance

e. In case, the proposed arca lblls in the RoW ofthe road passing through National

Parks and l|/ildlfe Sanctuaries, General Apptowl is subject to prior penkissions.from

the State Board lot Wildlile

f, In case ofproject ihvolve tree /elling, ten trees lor each tree marked for removnl shall

be planted at the cost oluser agehcJ in consultalio \rilh the localfotest department

This issucs with the approval ofthc compctent authority.

Your faithtullY,

(SandeeP Sharma)

Asst. inspector General of Forests

Copy to:
1. The PCCF (HoFF), Department ofForest, All SlatesruTs

2. The DDGFs(Central), MoEF&CC, All Regional Oflices.

3. The Nodal officer (FCA), Department ofForest, All statesruTs

4. Moniloring cell ofFC Division with request to upload on PARIVESH porul
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