Plant Office:

T Village: Siyaljori, PO - Jogidih
I; ELECTROSTEEL STEELS LIMITED ek Lo BEAICES Bokaro
CIN: L27310JH2006PLC012663

Date: 29.12.2018

To,

Divisional Forest Officer,

Bokaro Forest Division, Bokaro,
Jharkhand.

Subject: Response to EDS raised vide letter no 3523 dated 19.12.2018

seeking diversion of 184.23 Ha of forest land
Proposal Ref. No : FP/JH/ENCRH/37467/2018

Sir,

With reference to the above subject and reference, please find our responses

against each of the queries raised by your good offices with regards to our
proposal referred above.

l. In response to para |, it is stated that the answer to the query “whether
non-forest or revenue land is required to be provided by user agency” had
been replied to as ‘No’ because the land was being identified at that time
of filing of the proposal. The same is being changed to ‘Yes’ now.

The Land and Revenue department of the Jharkhand State government
has sincerely helped us to identify suitable government land in the Districts

of Giridih and Lohardaga for fulfilling the compensatory afforestation
requirements of the entire 184.23 Ha.

The land proposed to be transferred to the forest department is enclosed
herewith for your kind perusal.

Identified Land at Lohardaga for Compensatory Afforestation

Sl. Village Khatiyan as per new survey details of proposed land
No. Nature
Khata No. Plot No. Area (In Acres)
1 Masmano 2689 10.22
(Bhandra) 2692 8.20
420 2694 27.80 Sal Bag
2771 11.10
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2677 11.02
2678 8.10
Total 76.44
2 el 332 715 45.00 Sal Bag
Bh £
(Bhandra) Total 45.00
3 | Udarangi
(Bhandra) 221 48 15.82 Jangal
1610 16.46
Total 33.28
4 | Salgi (Kundu) 352 381 7.67 Jangal Jhari
Total 7.67
G_Total 162.39
Identified Land at Giridih for Compensatory Afforestation
Forest Environment & Climate change department Jharkhand, Ranchi.
Sl Name of Village Thana No. Khatiyan as per new survey details of
No. Block proposed land
Khata No. | Plot No. Area (In Acres)
1 Giridih Karharwari 194 256 13 16.96
236 188 38.17
236 334 10.30
221 338 12.49
234 961 4.46
234 2418 55.02
234 1408 8.04
234 1418 40.15 .
Total 185.59
2 Dewari Pathratand 530 1 6 2
Gamharatand 44 19 12 12.04
19 138 8.00
19 139 18.00
Gidhatand 543 5 3.20
Sonre 53 19 1 16.20
3 Begabad Mahuar 17G 117 4207 48.77
Total 108.21
Grand Total 293.8
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Plant Office:
Village: Siyaljori, PO - Jogidih

E;» ELECTROSTEEL STEELS LIMITED pS - Syalor, Dt - Bolaro
CIN: L27310JH2006PLC012663

We have requested your good offices on 27.12.2018 to help obtain
suitability certificate, no encroachment certificate, and compensatory
afforestation scheme for the identified compensatory afforestation land
from the respective DFOs.

DGPS map and the KML file of non-forest land identified (based on the
demand note provided to us by the District Administration of Giridih and
Lohardaga) for compensatory afforestation at both the districts is being
uploaded on the PARIVESH portal. The demand note received from both
the districts are being attached (Annex 1 and 2).

We undertake to abide by the Compensatory Afforestation Scheme with
estimate, which is currently being prepared and submitted by the
Divisional Forest Offices of Giridih and Lohardaga as and when the
Scheme is brought to our attention (Annexure 3).

We are attaching the suitability certificate and no-encroachment certificate
of compensatory afforestation land identified at Giridin (letter no. 3045

dated 22.12.2018). (Annexure 4)

II. In response to para I, it is stated that the settlement of rights under Forest
Rights Act, 2006 on forest land proposed to be diverted was undergoing
and gram sabha has been conducted. We have requested the Divisional
Commissioner, Bokaro office for a certificate under The Scheduled Tribes
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006. An undertaking to the effect that FRA certificate will be submitted
before the proposal is sent to MoEF is attached there with (Annexure 3)

1. In response to para lll it is stated that the demand for lease holding for the
GM jungle-jhari land have been paid and No-Objection Certificate from
District Commissioner, Bokaro has been applied for. An undertaking to the
effect that FRA certificate will be submitted before the proposal is sent to
MoEF is attached there with (Annexure 3)

IV.In response to para IV it is stated that the existing Environmental Clearance
for the plant was submitted. The Environmental Clearance was applied for
South Parbatpur based on the EIA/EMP study which consisted of impact

Regd.Office: 801, Uma Shanti Apartments, Kanke Road, Ranchi-834008, Jharkhand, India. Tel: 0651 223 1636
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- Siyaljori, District - Boka
EELS LIMITED Jharkh)gnjd - 828 303
CIN: L27310JH2006PLCO12663

assessment in villages of Bandhdih, Bhagabandh, Hutupathar, Dhandabar,
Alkusa, Burhibinor and Siyaljori. The Environmental Clearance was then
applied only with alternative location mentioned as South Parbatpur and
after the public hearing and EIA/ EMP, the plant was located at South
Parbatpur. The EC would be revised for enhancing the existing production
capacity of the plant after the approval of Stage 1 of the Forest Diversion
Proposal is granted by MOEF. An undertaking to this effect is attached
herewith. (Annexure 5)

V. In response to para V, it is stated that ESL has prepared the marking list of
trees standing over the applied forest and jungle- jhari land. The list can be
verified and attested by the concerned forest officials. The list is attache”
as Annexure 6. |

VI. In response to para VI it is stated that the Ld Court in TS 25/96 [TA
33/2007] has framed issue No. 6 as under:

‘Is the entire area of each suit plot acquired by the Bihar Forest
Department? :

Admittedly, the lands involved in TS 25/96 were plot nos. 1120, 1159, 1389
and 1321 in Khata No. 58, Village- Bhagabandh. The Ld. Court in its finding
has recorded that it is evident that there is an area of 267.58 Acres
declared to be protected forest of 17 plots whereas the suit plots are
consisting of an area of 275.58 acres only. It is evident that each area of
the suit plot has not been declared to be protected forest and as such thq
area settled to the plaintiffs out of each suit plot are exempt to be declarea

as protected forest.......

It is pertinent to take note of the factor that under the above discussion it
could be observed that the entire area of each suit plot have not been
acquired and the portion of each suit plots have been left to be possessed

by the raiyats......

As revealed by the aforesaid discussions this issue is decided in negative.
In other words, this issue has been decided in favour of plaintiffs.”
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It is evident from above that the finding of the Ld Court in TS 25/96 is with
respect to the area of 275.58 Acres of the suit plots and not merely 17.68
Acres even though the decree has been given with respect to the same
area. In fact, as held by the Ld Court the rights of the individuals were not
abridged in terms of the Notification dated 24.05.1958 and as such the Ld
Court has held that the claim of the Forest Department based on the

Notification is a mere myth. A copy of the judgement is also annexed as
Annexure 7.

Relying on the above finding of the Ld Court, the JHC in WPC in 2033/
2015 stated that: “Furthermore the land over which the factory has been
established, never happens to be forest land and this declaration has been
made by the competent Civil Court, when the vendor the of the petitioner
had filed a title suit before the civil court for declaration of right, title and
interest over the land including the land over which the factory does exist.
In that case, the forest department was the party. The order though has
been challenged by the forest department in an appeal bearing Title Appeal
No. 33/2007 before the District Judge, Bokaro but so long the decree
passed by the trial court does subsist, the land which is being claimed to be
the forest land, cannot be said to be the forest land and under these
situations, the impugned Order can certainly be said to be bad on both
counts”. (Annexure 8)

In this context, it is further pertinent to mention that the Division Bench of
the JHC in LPA No. 489 of 2010 has recorded that “The LPA 489 of 2010
have been preferred by the original respondents in WP(C) 3362 of 2009
and WP(C) 2515 of 2009 whereby the proceedings initiated by the
appellants under Bihar Public Land Encroachment Act has been
challenged mainly for the reason that the place at which the plant of the
respondents is situated is not a forest land ...

The right, title and interest of ESL is a matter sub-judice before the District
Court, Bokaro. Thus no proceedings under the Jharkhand Public Land
Encroachment Act can be initiated during pendency of the Title Appeal No.
33/2007". (Annexure 9)

In the above background, the question that the decree in TS 25/96 is
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www.electrosteel.com

" £



@ ELECTROSTEEL STEELS LIMITED

limited to only 17.68 Acres is misconceived for it does cover the entire land

Plant Office: .
Village: Siyaljori, PO - Jogidih
PS - Siyaljori, District - Bokaro
Jharkhand - 828 303

CIN: L27310JH2006PLCO12663

in the suit plots measuring an area of 275.58 Acres.

VII.

VIII.

(xvii) is as follows:

The undertaking for payment of NPV is being submitted. (Annexure 10)

In response to para VIl it is stated that the details of Annexures (xi) to

Annexure (xi)

NoC under Forest right Act,
2006

To be submitted

Annexure (xii)

NoC from Gram Sabha

To be submitted

Annexure (xiii)

Copy of letter for allocation of
jungle- jhari  land by
Government of Jharkhand for
raising Compensatory
Afforestation

To be submitted

Annexure (Xiv)

Copy of Non- Encroachment
Certificate

Giridih - Enclosed

Lohardaga - To be

submitted

Annexure (xv)

Copy of suitability certificate
issued by DFO for raising

Giridih Enclosed

afforestation Lohardaga - To be
submitted
Annexure (xvi) |Scheme of Compensatory To be submitted
Afforestation

Annexure (xvii)

Geo Referenced Digital Plan
in Shape file of Compensatory
Afforestation land

Will be uploaded on
the Parivesh Website.

Yours faithfully,

For and on behalf of ESL

B
Authorised Signatory

Regd.Office: 801, Uma Shanti Apartments,

www.electrosteel.com
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