Justification

The city of Mumbai, dug to ils Geographical constraints has grown in 4 linear manner. The
historical development of Greater Mumbai is characterized by concentration of commetcial and
business activities in the sland city in e South and development of predominantly residential
aotivity towards the North along the Western and the Eastern Suburbs.

The transportation corridors in Mumbai have also therefore evolved longitudinally traversing
along the Norh - South axis with very few East-Wesl linkages. With rapid growth of the
Eastern and Western suburbs of Greatet Mumbai in the last few decades, an urgent need was falt
for strengthening of the Easi-West road connectivily betwezn the easiern and western suburhs,
The transportation Study cacried out by M/ Wilbur Smith and Assouiates, as carly as 1963, had
emphasized be need for development of the Fast-west linkages Sor Grealer Mumbai. Four
major Fast-West link roads were lhen planned for eonnecting the Suburbs (o minimize travel
Lme and cest, OF these three east west links are already operational and heve reached their
seturation levels. The need to augmenl the sast- west connectivity has therelure become very
crucial and s reguired to be addressed to on war footing.

The GMLR is the fourth and the most important cast- west link planned for providing the much
necded connectivity for the suburbs, The GMLR envisages road connectivity [(rem Western
Express [lighway at Goregaon in the Weslern subueb to Fastern Express Highway at Bulund in
the Fastern suburb with no cutting of trees [rom Sanjay Gandhi National Park. The completon of
the CiVILR will vastly decongest the existing road network ol the Mumbais suburbs. Presenty,
this 1ink of varying road width s in operation on both the eastern and the westenm suburbs, On
the castermn sumurh, the road is sxisting from E.EIL te Khindipada junction, while o the Western
suburn the road is existing lrom W.EH te Film City, ITe sireten of GMLR belween Filin city
and  Khindipada Junclion forms the missing Ik, The missing link is reflected in the
Nevelopment Pln sanclioned by the State Government i 199192 a3 2 45.70 mi wide D.P. rivad,
The said propesed DP. Road sasses through Sanjay Uandhi Maticozl Park (SGNP) and has
therefore not been developedd. This Fast-West link is therefore incomplete and dues a0t serve the
intended purpose. [t has cherefere become necessary Lo explore the possibility of constructing
this missing lnk o ensure complele connectivity alang this Geregaon Mulund fink road. Waticus
pptions 10 develap this  missing nk  were therefore cxplored. The alignment invoiving
eonstruction of the tunnel underneatl: SGIP is considered ax the most desirable ostion s it does
ot involve diversion of any surface forest land, does not involve cutting of trees with in forest
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