. F. No. 11-9/ 98-¥C (pt.)
Government of India
Ministey of Environment and Foarests

(FC Division)

Parvavaran Bhawan,

CCO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Dethi« 11510,
Patedd: 3 February, 2013
f'o
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
All State / Union Territory Governments

Sub:  Diversion of {orest land for non-forest purposes under the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980 = ensuring compliance of the Scheduled Tiibes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006,

S

[am directed to refer to this Ministry’s lotter of vven number duted (3,08, 2000 whervin
this Ministry issued detailed guidelines on submission of evidences for having initiated and
compléted the processof settlement of rights under the Scheduléd Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest R)ghts‘) E’\Li 20006,

This Ministey has received rupmsﬂr\tatmm. froms various Ministries to eaemnpt projects
like construction of roads, canals, laving of pipelines/optical libres and transmission lines efc.
several villages are involyed, from the regquirement of
obtaining consent of Gram Sabha, as ‘.hpulatt’d in this Mmhtr\ % said v llm dated 282000,

where lingar diversion of forest fand i

‘The matter has also been examined by an inter-ministerial Commuttoe. The Committes
after examination of the matter had finter alin recommended that a resolution of tw Gram Sabha
of the area, based on full and prior information of the project and a public hearmg, endarsing
that-the project is in the interest of the pmp}; diving on the forest land, use of which is proposed
to be diverted for non-forest purposes may nol be. required for the projects like construction of
roads, canals, laving of pipelines/optical fibres and transmission Jines e, where linear
diversion of nse of forest land in several villages are involved, unless rec apnised rights of
Primitive Tribal Groups (PTG) and Pro-Agricultural Communitios {PAC) wre being affected,

The Hon'le Minister for Tribal Affairs in his DO, letier dated 21002013 addressed to
the Hon'hle Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Power has informed that the Ministry of
ribal Alfairs agrees with the recammendation of said Committee that resolution of the Gram
Sabha mav not be required in cases of pm]eeh like transmission lines where linear diversion of

~forest fand in several villages are involved, unleas recognised rights of PIG/ PAC are being
'\ﬁ\.‘fted




s

Accordingly, 1 am direcled to say that proposals seeking prior approval of Cenmal
Govermment under the Faresl (Conservation) Act, 1980 for projects like consteuction of roads,
canals, laving of pipelines/ optical fibres and transmission lines ek, where linear diversion of
use of forest Jand- in several villages are involved, unless 'feécaghiwd rights of PTG/ PAC are
being af {ected, are exempied from the requirement of obitaining consent of the concerned Gram

: ,;;—%bha(s) as stipulated in clause () read with clause (b}, (@) and (f) in second para of this
Nanistey's said letter dated 03.08,2(00,

This issues with approval of the Hon'ble Minister of State (Independent Charge) for
Envirdnment and Forests,

Yours faithfully,

B
o s1 3 ‘ .:P

(H.(—- = haudh,&ry_)

fsE Assistant inspector General of Forests
- Caopy to:-
: “Ghiri Sorijay Lohiya, Directar, Prime Minister's Office, Now Delhi.

I
- 2. Becretaty, Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, New Delhi.
A 0 TheSecrotary, Ministry of Power, New Delhi. .
{ Thiasbsm:remw Miidstry of Petroleam, and Natural Gas, New Ovlhi.
' Rl lho( haivman, Raflways Board, New Delhi.
: b. 'Mw ..»Qt.mtar\. . Ministry of Tribal Aff*ur:., New Delhi.
7. The Chairman, National Highways Authoritv-of India (NHAT, Now Delhi
4. Priacipal Chief Conservator of Forests, .ili_ Blate/ UT Governments,
v Neoddal Officer; the Fovest (Conservation) Act, 1980, all State/ UT Governments.
1. All Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment & Forests.
11, Jomt Secretray in-charge, Impact Asse';sment D;vxsim, MaoEF.
12, All Assistant Inspector Conservation Divisiun, MoEF,
13, Director R.O. (HQ), Ministry of En rcnmenf & Fﬁn.sts, Neow Delhi.
1. S Drrex_lur (Technical), NIC, MnEF wﬂh a requesl to place a copy of the lutler on website
RE of thu, Binistry.
el = PS to the Secretray, Envivanment and Forests. f .
' 16, L 5PPS to the Director General of Forests & Spucial Secretray, MoEF. ’f.f"" =
v "Guhn‘l File, f—*y’;‘,':).gq il
e ' (H.C. Chaudbary) ;

Asiistant Tnspector General of Forests




