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G
eneral 

M
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W
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D
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fagaita 

Diversion 
of 206.826 
ha 

forest 

land 
in 
the 

Forest 

com
partm

ent 
No 

PF-400, 401, 

409, 

410, 

413, 

414, 

422 
of 

Dam
ua 

Range 

under 

West 

Chhindwara 

Forest 

Division 
for 
the 

Tandsi Under-ground 
Coal 

Mining 

Project 
by 

M/s 

Western 

Coalfield 

Limited 

(W
CL) 

under 

Chhindwara 

District of 

M
adhya 

Pradesh 

State. 

(Online 
No. 

FP/MP/MIN/44238/2020)-

regarding." 

Tam
bia 

River 
and 
its 

tributaries 
are 

flowing 

through 
the 

forest 

land 

proposed 
for 

diversion. 
In 
this 

regard, the 

conm
ents 

of the 

W
ater 

Resource 

Department 
of the 

State/State 

Governm
ent 

on 

the 

effect 
of 

underground 

mining 
on 

ground 

water 

recharge 
and 

existing 

water 

tank 
and 

measures 
to 

protect 

river subsidence 
due 
to 

under-ground 

mining 

shall 
be 

submitted. 
The 

details 
of study 

carried 
out, 
if any 
in 
this 

regard 

shall 

also 
be 

submitted. 
" 

Quote 
Unquote 

htT 
fS 

fefH
s 

3--ft 

Hq-f/(A 
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 G
overnm

ent 
of 
India 

M
inistry 

of Environm
ent, 

Forest 

and 

Clim
ate 

Change 

(Forest 
Conservation 
Division) 

*
*

*
*

k
*

*
*

*
 

Indira 
Paryavaran 
Bhawan, 

Jor 
Bag 
Road, 

Aliganj, 

To, 
The 

Principal 

Secretary 

(Forests), 

Government 
of M

adhya 

Pradesh, 

Bhopal. Subject: 

Diversion 
of 206.826 
ha 

forest 

land 
in 

the 

Forest 

com
partm

ent 
No 

PF-400, 

401, 409, 

410, 

413, 

414 
&

 

422 
of Damua 

Range 

under 

W
est 

Chhindwara 

Forest 

Division 
for 
the Tandsi 

Under-ground 

Coal 

M
ining 

Project 
by M

/s 

W
estern 

Coalfield 

Lim
ited 

(W
CL) 

under Chhindwara 

District 
of 

M
adhya 

Pradesh 

State 

(Online 

No. 

FP/MP/MIN/44238/2020) 
-

regarding. 
Madam/Sir, 

I am
 

directed 
to 

refer 
the 

PCCF 

(LM
) 

and 

Nodal 

Officer, 

FCA, 

1980, 

Govt. 
of M

adhya 

Pradesh 

letter 
No. 

F-1/833/2022/10-11/3123 

dated 

13.07.2023 

forw
arding 

a fresh 

proposal 
on 

the 

above 

subject 

seeking 

prior 

approval 
of the 

Central 

Government 

under 

Section-2 
of the Forest 

i. The 

M
inistry 

vide 

letter 
no. 

11-164/2010-FC 

dated 

25.03.2013 

related 
to 

Forest 

and Environm
ent 

Clearance 
to 

the 

coal 

mining 

project 
in Pench 

K
anhan 

Coalfield 

located 
in Chhindwara 

District, 

M
adhya 

Pradesh 

regarding 

Tandsi-
| &

 

Tandsi-ll 

Coal 

M
ine 

decided 

that 
after 

exhaustion 
of the 

underground 

i. 

The 

Governm
ent 

of M
adhya 

Pradesh 

vide 

their 

letter 

No. 

F-1/833/2022/10-11/3123 

dated 

13.07.2023 

forw
arded 

the 

proposal 
for 

diversion 
of 

206.826 
ha 

forest 

land 
for Tandsi 

under-grO
und 

coal 

m
ining 

project 

as 
a fresh 

diversion 

proposal 
without 
any 

ii. 

The 

lease 

docum
ent 

subm
itted 

with 

the 

proposal 

pertains 
to 

the 

3rd 

April 

1976. 

The justification 
for 

subm
ission 

of the 

proposal 

against 
the 

sam
e 

at this 

belated 

stage 

needs 

subm
ission. 

M
oreover, 

the 

area 

m
entioned 

in
 

the 

lease 

doC
um

ent 
is 

1756 

ha. 

which indicates 

that 

either 

the 

instant 

proposal 
is 

not 
a standalone 

project, 
or 

the 

the 

lease 

docum
ent 

does 

not 

pertain 
to 

the 

instant 

proposal. 
A

 

detailed 

justification 
in 

this 

regard 

shall 
be iv. 

The 

C
onservator 

Forests 

C
hindw

ara 
in his 

inspection 

report 

has 

m
entioned 

that 

the 

area 

proposed 
for 

diversion 
is 
in seven 

V. It has 

been 

reported 

that 

the 

total 

1961.654 
ha 

land 

has 

been 

acquired 

under 

th
e 

M
CR, 

New 

Delhi 
� 110003 

Dated: 

8th 

A
ugust, 

2023 

(Conservation) 

Act, 

1980. 

After 

exam
ining 

the 

proposal, 
the 

following 

shortcom
ings 

have 
been 
observed: 

reserve 
no 

further 

activity 
in the 

mine 

site, especially 

conversion 
to 

open 

cast 

should 
be 

allowed 

and 

regarding 

Tandsi-lI 

Coal Mine 

decided 

that 
no 

m
ining 

activity 

may 
be 

allow
ed. 

The 

State 

Governm
ent 

shall provide 
its 
com

m
ents 

regarding 

present 

prop0sal 

keeping 
in 

view
 

the 

said 

letter 

dated 

25.03.2013 
of the 

M
inistry. 

reference 
to 

the 

renew
al 

of th
e 

existing 

m
ine 

or diversion 
of forest 

area 

earlier, 

w
hereas, 

the 

DFO, 

Chhindw
ara 

(W
est) 

in 
his 

letter 

dated 

15.06.2021 

m
entioned 

that 
an area 

of 299.44 

ha 

was 

diverted 

earlier 

vide 

M
inistry 

letter 

No. 

8-145/86-FC
 

dated 

20.11.1991. 

The 

above 

variation 

needs 

clarification 

along 

with 

status 
of com

pliance 
of the 

stipulated 

conditions 

therein 

shall 
be 

subm
itted. 

subm
itted. 

patches 

and 

there 
is 

no 

clarity 

regarding 

the Connectivity 
of the 

patches 

with 

each 

other. 

The 

justification 
in this 

regard 
is 

required 
to be 

subm
itted. 
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1980 
&

 

CB 

Act 

1957 
out 
of 

which 

206.826 
ha 

forest 

land 

has 
been 
proposed 

and 
its 

renew
als 

along 

witn entire 

lease 

area 

shall 
be 

VI. A
 

detailed 

chronology 

indicating 
the 

historv 
of mining 

lease 

the 

detail 
of approvals 

accorded 

under 

FCA
,1980 

for 

the subm
itted. 

VII. 
As 
per 
the 

com
ponent 

wise 

breakup, 
the 

entire 

area 

including 

forest 

and 

non-forest 

land mineral 

processing, 

transportation, 

coal 

handling, 

has 

been 

proposed 
for 

mining 

only. 

The 

State 

shall 

subm
it 

the 

details 
as 
to 

where 
the 

Vili. 

The 

status 
of M

ine 

lease 

validity 
for 
the 

earlier 

approved 

299.44 
ha 

forest 

land 

shall 
be exam

ined 
by 

the 

State 

Govt, 

and 

shall 

subm
it 

the 

present 

status 
of earlier 

approved 

forest 
land. 

ix. 

Status 
of reclam

ation 

m
easures 

undertaken 
by 

the 

user 

agency 
in their 

lease 

area 
in case 

of earlier 

approvals 
as 

per 
the 

Progressive 

M
ine 

Closure 

Plans 

and 

gaps 
it 

any, 

shall 
be 

intim
ated 

by 
the 

State. X. The 

Cost 

Benefit 

analysis 
is required 
to 
be 

subm
itted 

as 

per 
the 

form
at 

prescribed 
in 
the FCA, 

1980 

H
andbook 

of guidelines 

dated 

28.03.2019 

keeping 
in 

view
 

the 

revised 

rates 

of N
PV

 

dated 

06.01.2022. 

X0. 
In 

the 

part-1 
of 
the 

application 

form
, 

against 

the 

copy 
of approval 
of the 

m
ining 

plan 
the 

User 

A
gency 

has 

subm
itted 

a letter 

dated 

23.05.2007 

com
m

unicating 
the 

saient 

features 

observed 

during 

the 

presentation 
of the 

M
ining 

plan. 
A

 

copy 
of the 

approval 
of the 

mining 

shall 

therefore 
b

e 

subm
itted. 

Xii. 

The 

relevance 
of 

the 

M
ining 

plan 

under 

consideration 
in 

the 

year 

2007 

has 
to

 
be exam

ined 
in 

view
 

of the 

technological 

advancem
ent 

in 
the 

subsequent 

years. 

The 

State 

Govt. 

shall 

exam
ine 

the 

m
atter 

and 

subm
it 

a revised 

M
ining 

plan 

along 

with 

Progressive 

mine 

reclam
ation/ 

closure 

plan. 

xiii. 

3D 

subsidence 

report 

has 

been 

subm
itted 

in 

respect 
of Dhau 

North 

UG 

mine. 

Therefore. 

3D
 

subsidence 

report 
for 
the 

instant 

project 

shall 
be 

uploaded/ 

subm
itted. 

xiv. 

The 

detail 
of safeguards 

proposed/ 

required 
in view

 
of the 

location 
of the 

proposed 

area 

within 
a Tiger 

corridor 

shall 
be 

subm
itted. 

XV. 

The 

distance 
of proposed 

forest 

area 

from
 

Satpura 

Tiger 

Reserve 
is 

6.18 

km
. 

The 

area 

has 
a recorded 

presence 
of Tigers 
as 

elaborated 
in 

the 

SIR 
of DFO 

concerned. 

Therefore, 
the 

applicability 
of NBW

LI 

SBW
L 

CIearance 

shall 
be 

exam
ined 

and 

intim
ated 

by 
the 

CW
LW

 

along 

with 
his com

m
ents 

on the 

proposal. 

Xvi. 

The 

details 
of coal 

evacuation 

plan 

and 

involvem
ent 

of forest 

land, 
if any, 

shall 
be intim

ated. 

xvii. 

The 

State 

Govt. 

recom
m

ended 
the 

proposal 

subject 
to 
a study 

which 
is to

 
be 

carried 
out by 

the 

WII, 

D
ehradun 

and 
the 

State 

Forest 
R

esearch 
lnstitute, 

Jabalpur 
to

 

curb 
the 

X
vii. 

The 

xix. 

Calculated 

area 
of M

ining 

lease 

boundary 

through 

KML 

file 
is 

found 

373.183 
ha 

instead 

of 

1318.283 
ha 
as per 

the 

Mining 

plan 

w
hereas 

the 

State 

Govt. 

reported 

total 

area involved 
in 

the 

project 
is 1961.654 
ha, 

further 
the 

lease 

docum
ent 

subm
itted 

m
entions 

the 

area 
as 

1756 

ha. 

This 

variation 

needs 

clarification 

along 

with 

the 

KM
L 

file. XX. 

Out 
of 373.183 
ha 

M
ining 

lease 

KM
L 

file 

uploaded 
on 

PA
R

IV
ESH

, 

total 

area 
of forest 

Xxi. 

High 

resolution 

satelite 

im
agery 

show
s 

the 

presence 
of Road, 

River 

(Tam
biya 

Nadi) 

and plantation 

work 
in 
the 

forest 

land 

proposed 
for 

diversion. 
This 

needs 

clarification. 

for dversion 

w
hereas 

as 
per 
the 

Villages 

wise 

breakup 
&

 

Com
ponent 

wise 

breakup 

given 
i 

Onine 

Part-1, 
the 

details 

have 

given 
for 

total 

373.16 
ha 

land 

(Forest+ 

N
on-Forest). 

Ihe above 
variation 
needs 

clarification 

along 

with 

com
plete 

KM
L 

file 
of the 

Forest/ 

N
on-forest 

land 

involved 
in 
the 

project 

shall 
be 

subm
itted. 

other 

ancillary 

activities 

like intrastructure 
etc 

will 
be 

located. 

noise 

level 

arises 

due 
to 

mining 

and 

allied 

activities. 

However, 
the 

copy 
of undertaking 

from
 the 

user 

agency 
to

 

bear 

the 

cost 
of study 

has 

not 

been 

subm
itted. 

The 

sam
e 

needs 

subm
ission. 

com
ponent 

wise/ 

purpose 

w
ise 

KM
L 

file/Shape 
file 
of the 

299.44 
ha 

already 

diverted 

forest 

land 

shall 
be 

subm
itted. 

land 

present 
in 

th
e 

M
ining 

lease 
is found 

219.852 
ha 

w
hereas 

the 

user 

agency 

has 

only applied 
for 

diversion 
of 206.826 
ha. 

This 

needs 

clarification. 
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XXii. 

Tam
biya 

River 

and 
its 

tributary 
are 

flowina 

through 

the 

forest 

land 

proposed 
To 

diversion. 
In 

this 

regard 

the 

com
m

ents 
of the 

W
ater 

Resource 

D
eparnent 

O
 State/State 

G
overnm

ent 
on 

the 

effect 
of underaround 

mining 
on 

ground 

water 

recharge 

and 

exISting 

water 

tank 

and 

m
easures 

to 

protect 

river 

subsidence 
due 
to 

under-ground 
i 

Accordingly, 
it is 

requested 
to 

furnish 
the 

above 

mentioned 

information 
to 

this 

Ministry 
tor 

further 

consideration 
of the 

proposal. 

Yours 
sincerely, (Suneet 

Bhardwaj) 

Signed 
by 

Assistant 

Inspector 

General 
of 

Forests 

Suneet 
Bhardwaj 

Date: 
08-08-2023 
17:55:44 

1. The 

PCCF 

(HoFF), 

Department 
of Forest, 

Government 
of Madhya 

Pradesh, 

Bhopal; 

Copy 
to: 

3. The 

Nodal 

Officer 

(FCA), 

Department 
of Forest 

Government 
of 

Madhya 

Pradesh, Bhopal; 

2. The 
Dy. 

DGF 

(Central), 

Regional 

Office, 

MoEF&CC, 

Bhopal; 

5. 

Monitoring 
Cell, 
FC 

Division, 

MoEF 
&

 

CC, 

New 

Delhi 
for 

uploading 
on 

PARIVESH 

portal. 

4. 
User 
Agency; 

mining 

shail 
be 

subm
itted. 

The 

details 
of study 

carried 
out. 
if any 
in 

this 

regard 

shall 
also be 

subm
itted. 
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