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File No.FC-8-04/2021-FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)
khkkhk

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 18" October, 2021
To

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Bhopal.

Subject: Proposal for diversion of 382.131 hectares of forest land for Bunder Diamond
Mining Project in favour of M/s Essel Mining & Industries Limited, District
Chhatarpur, State of Madhya Pradesh (Online proposal No. FP/MP/MIN/45288/2020) -
regarding.

Madam/Sir,

This is with reference to above mentioned subject and I am directed to inform that
the matter has been examined and it has been found that in past a proposal i.e. Diversion of
971.595 ha of forest land for Bunder Diamond Mining Project under the Chhattarpur forest
division in favour of Rio Tinto Exploration India Private Limited, District Chhattarpur,
Madhya Pradesh was dealt in the FC Division of Ministry in File No. 8-22/2015-FC.

Further during examination of File No. 8-22/2015-FC it has been found that as per
recommendation of FAC dated 12.07.2016 (MoM attached) the Ministry vide letter dated
10.08.2016 requested the State Government as under (Copy attached):

i. As per NTCA report, project can potentially disrupt the landscape character vis a vis
tiger dispersal around Panna landscape as such this may be taken only when Ken
Betwa link project is finalized as well as detailed study done to assess other
alternatives.

ii. User agency has submitted the revised proposal which is highly dependent on surface
extraction which would entail greater extent of forest land use leading to permanent
loss of the high quality forest areas.

iii. The project proponent may also explore the possibility of underground.

Now another proposal for diversion of forest land in the given area has been submitted. The
State govt is therefore requested to examine the present proposal in view of the above
observations made by FAC and submit a detailed report with complete
justification/clarification in this regard.
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The State Government is further requested to submit the detail of proposals submitted earlier
in case of Bunder Diamond mining along with their present status for further examination of
this proposal.

Yours sincerely,

Encl: As Above

Sd/-
(Suneet Bhardwaj)
Asst. Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:
1. The PCCF & HoFF, Department of Environment and Forest, Government of Madhya
Pradesh, Bhopal;

2, The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Bhopal;

3. The Nodal Officer, FCA, Department of Environment and Forest, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal,

4, User Agency;
5. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC for uploading on PARIVESH portal.

Signed by Suneet Bhardwaj
Date: 18-10-2021 10:21:27



Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)

MINUTES OF THE FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE (FAC) MEETING
HELD ON (2" Jaly 2016

[Nisheeth Saxena, Sr. ATG(F())

Apenda 1
¥. No. KTQM{IIS-FC

Sul:  Propusal for diversion of 971.595 hectares of forest land for Bunder Diamond
Mining Project under the Chhatarpur forest Division in favour of M/s Rio Tinto
Exploration India Private Limited, in Chhatarpur District in the State of Madhya
Prudesh.

FAC alter examination of the proposal and discussion with the user agency abserved ss under:-

1. Tke Government of Madhya Pradesh vide their letter No, F-3/738/2015/10-11/1931 Bhapal
dated 11.08.2015 had submitted the propasal for diversion of 971.393 ha of protected lorest
Jand et Bunder for Diamond Mining Project of Rio Tinto Exploration Pyt Lid for seeking
prior approval of the Cengral Govemment in acordance with Section -2 ol the Forest

(Conservulion) Act, 1980,

This proposal was examined by the Forest Advisory Commiltee in its meeling convened on

24tk December, 2015, Adter cxamination of the said propasal and recommendelion of the
Farest Advisory Comminee theroan in the Ministry, the State Government of Madhya
Pradesh, FS[ and NT'CA were requested 10 submit the informatian’docnments as sought by
the FAC. ,
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3. The above proposul along with report of the committee was again discussed in the Farest
Advisery Commities (FAC) in its meeting held 16th Murch, 2016, Aller examining the

proposal FAC inter-alia made following vhservations:

A. Az per its recommendations in the meeting held on Z4th November, 2015, NTCA has
alreacy constituted a Committee to exnmine the iysues with respect 1o tizee project. Matter
may be considered on reccipt of the report from the NTCA.

b. Decuments submitted along with compliance of Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forests Rights) Act 2006 tevesls thut resolutions of
Triyamar, Jara and Shehpura Gram Sashas are not in legible form. Morsover the Sheapura
Gramsabha has resolved apainst the proposal and in their resolution it is recorded thar
Gram Sabha is not willing w0 provide their land to the company and has accordingly nof
comsented 1o the proposal. State Government may examing these issues and submit the
comphiance af Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers {Recognition of
Foreais Rights) Act 2006 complete in all respect to this ministry,

c. The representative of' Mdis Rio Tinto Exploration [ndia Private Limited (RTEIPL)
‘nformed that they are in the process of submitting a revised propesul. The same will be
censidered on receiptuf complete proposal from the State Government,

4. The recommendations of FAC as contained in Pars (3) above were communicated to the
Siate Government vide this Ministry™s letter of even number dated 126 April, 2016,

The Nodal Officer (FCA), Statc Governmenl of Madhya Pradesh vide letter No. F-
1T3B2015/10-11/1088 dated 25.05.2016  has now submitted & revised proposal to MoFEF&CC
for diversion of 76.43 ha of forest Jand for Busder Dicmond Mining Project under the
Chhutarpur forest Division in favour of Mis Rio Tinto Exploration India Private Limited. i
Chhatarpur Thistrict in the State of Madhya "radesh wilh the following detaijs:

I [ Prior approval of the Ceniral Government in accordance 954.00 113
with Section-2(iii) of'the Fonest (Conservation) Act, 1980
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~ [Hor assignment of forest land (leasc arca) !
Prior approval of the Central Government i accordance it
wilh Section-2({1i) of the Forest {Cbnservatiun} Act, 1980
for diversion ol forest land
" |a. From within Mining |.casc arca—T1.48
5. No. Perticular
1 Arca to be cxcavated pit 13.28
y 8 Processing plant e e D )
3. ‘Mineral storage (stock pile} 5
4. “|PISF 519
5, Waste Dump .03
6. T'op soil Iump S T 4as |
7 Mam and reservair ' 496 ’
8. Ore Stuck Pile : 1,82
9. Site Offiee { 0.3
10, Canteen perking I
1i. " Maintzining Workshop 48
12 Fuel Storage 81
! 13, Tnternal Road Pipeline 119.04 ;
- Girand Tolal ) 7148
(Balence arca {954.00-71,48=882.32) ka 1o be upplied by user agency under
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| section 2(ii) in phase afierwards) |

Yor approach rvad (495 ha
. Totai of i (a)+1i (b) ' 17643 ha ' ;
Total propose:d urea ' 958,930 ha

5. 'The area incorporated in the revised proposal is part of the area 97¢.5995 ha proposed in the
original praposal. The types of forests, speeies and site quality, density i the propossd drea
el (orest Jand is the same as given in original proposal. The proposed area contains trees of
leuk & mixed species and type TV-B Site Quality furest arca, “The density of the furest lund
7643 ba ais proposed for diversion under Section-2(ii) of 10 Aet. 198 s upto 0.5 fa 0.6,

6 The State Govermvent of Madhya Pradesh, Vorest Department has approved the revised
propesal fer diversion of 76.43 hectares of foresi land for Bunder Diamond Mining Project
uncer the Chhatarpue forest Division in favour ol Mis Rio Tirto Exploration India Private
Limited, in C lmatarbur District subject to conditions as given balow:

(1) The counting of trees has been dune on the Random Sampling Methad in the proposed
land of 76.43 ha to be diverted under Section 2(ii) of The Foresl (Consarvation) Act,
1980. Therefore, recountiig of Trees should be done immediately after the in-principle
approval is granted and the user agency shall undertake to provide the balanes amoun
ol Deforestation calculated accordingly,

(i) The User Agency should adhers to work in accordance to the Mndified Wildlife
Cunservation Plan as approved by Chicf Wildlife Warden of the State,

(iii) The letter dated 29.04,2016 written by Collector (Teibal Welfarc Department) to Lhe
User Agenecy in the revised proposu! is accredied in eontext of Rulfillmest of the
termsiconditions raised by the native villagers vide certificate dated 31.16.2014 issued
by Callector (Tribal Welfare Department), Chartatpur. The user ageney should provide
and undertiking for the same.
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7. The user agency has prepared 2 Wild Life Conservation Plan for the area 971.595 ha and
submitied to the Chicl” Wildlife Warden of the State of approval. The Chiel Wildlifc
Warden hax suggested modification in this plan hefore granting his approval,  The revised
plan was submitted to the Chief Wildlife Warden and approved vide his letier dalcd
11.02.2016.

8 A Committee was constiluled by NTCA ta examing the issues pertaining to tiger projecr L.e.

proposed area falls in the Tiger Corridor between Panna Tiger Rescrve and Nauradehi
Wildlifc Sanctuary and scetion 38 (G) of she Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, The report af

the commicce has now been received. The recommendations of this commilies are

produeed below:
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This project cannot be viewed in isolalion but in cenlext with Ken-Betwa Project
wherein, the NTCA commites (2013) had recommended trade off options which
included

(i) Bringing the entire area under one conservation landscape and

(i)  Satelite habitats and dispersal route,

Further, the project seems ta have baen submitted on a piecemeal basis (76.43 ha. out ol
971.595 ha), and has the potential to disrupt vital connecting links in the landscape
which is not in spirit of the recommendation of this Authority as outlined at S.No. {a)
abave,

The appreisal team hus not found it prudent (o assess alternatives as solicited through the
ToR as information availuble currently Is restricted and a detailed exercise needs o be

cartied oul indeperdently.

Most importantly, keeping in vicw the long lerm perspeetive, the leam leader considers
iL erilical 1o esteblish functional connectivity with other sources populations like
Bandhavgark Tiger Resceve and potential sources like Nauradchi Wildlife Sanctuary.

In the chsence of the ghbove measures, the said project can potentially disrupt he
tandscape characler vis-a-vis tiger dispersal arcund Panna landscape, as such this muy
be taken only when Ken Betwa Link Project is finalized as out lined ut 5. N {a] abave,

as well detailed study dene as recommended above.
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Shortcomings in respect of documents submilted along with campliance of Scheduled
‘Itibes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forests Rights) Act 2006
were communicated to State Govt. vide this Ministry™s letter o7 even number duted
12.04.2016, which revealed that “resolutions of ‘Trivamer. Jora and Shehpura Gram
Sabhas are nol in legible form. Moreover the ShebpuraGrmssbhz has resolved against
the areposal and in their resolution it is recerded that Gram Sahha v not willing Lo
provide their Jand to the company and hes accordingly not consented to the preposal”,
The Staie Government has  submitted compliance of Scheduled Tribes and Others
Traditional Forast |hwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006 and available in
lile ol revised proposal.

The Site Inspection ol the revised proposed arca of 76.43 ha furest Tand has een carried
out by Torest Range Officer and Sub Divisional Officer {Forest), Buxwahs, The sbsimct
of Girth Wise Teak and Misc, Specics Trevs and average number of | rees enumerated in
Compt No. 279,280.284,285 (76.130 Ha.) proposed for diversion, It is repotted in SIR
that some rare and endangered species of wild animals (Chausinga, Leopard, Cheetal,
Chinkars, Peacock, ete.) are found in the arca proposed in the revised prooesal. Also, it
is indicaled that arca s used by the Tigers as their migratary corridor,

ihe Joint Site inspection of the arca proposed lor diversion in the revised proposal was
cartied on U1.052016 by Divisional Forest Officer (SZ), Chhkntarpur and Chiel
Conservator of Forests (R.O). The revisad proposal for diversion of 76.43 Ha of forest
lard is being recommendad by Divisional Forest Oficer (87), Chhaterpur and Chief
Conservator of Forests (R.O) on the cenditions ot recommendation of Original propusal
for diversion of 971.595 ha of farest land.

FAC after detailed discussion on the proposil observed thut —

1. Asper NTCA report —project can potentially disrupt the landscape character vis 2 vis
tiger dispersal around Panna landscape as such this may be faken anty when Ken
Berwalink project is finalized as well us delailed study done o asséss othor
alternatives
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2. User agency hes submicted the revised proposal which is highly dependent on
surface extraction which would entail greater exient of forest land use lsading 1o
permanent lass of the high qualicy forest arens |

3. The praject proponent may &lso explore the possibility of underground miring.

PP
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F. No. 8-22/2015-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)
ok k ok

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi — 1100 03.

Dated: 10" August, 2016
To,
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Department of Forests & Environment,
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Bhopal (M.P.)

Sub.: Revised proposal for diversion of 76.43 ha of forest land for seeking prior approval
under Section-2(ii) of the Forest (Consérvation) Act, 1980 and 954.00 Ha for
assignment of forest land (lease area) under Section-2(iii) of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 for Bunder Diamond mining Project under the Chhatarpur forest Division
in favour of M/s Rio Tinto Exploration India private Limited, in Chhatarpur District
in the State of Madhya Pradesh.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, (Land
Management) and Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Government of Madhya
Pradesh’s letter No. F-1/738/2015/10-11/1088 dated 25.05.2016 on the above mentioned subject
seeking prior approval of the Central Government, in accordance with Section -2 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, Revised proposal for diversion of 76.43 ha of forest land for seeking
prior approval under Section-2(ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and 954.00 Ha for
assignment of forest land (lease area) under Section-2(iii) of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
for Bunder Diamond mining Project under the Chhatarpur forest Division in favour of M/s Rio
Tinto Exploration India private Limited, in Chhatarpur District in the State of Madhya Pradesh.

2. The above subject proposal was placed before the Forest Advisory Committee in its
meeting convened on 12.07.2016.The detailed minutes of the FAC meeting held on 12.07.2016 is
placed on the website of this Ministry: www.forestclearance.nic.in. After examination of the said
proposal the Forest Advisory Committee inter alia recommended that:-

1. As per NTCA report, project can potentially disrupt the landscape character vis a
vis tiger dispersal around Panna landscape as such this may be taken only when
Ken Betwa link project is finalized as well as detailed study done to assess other
alternatives .

%



2. User agency has submitted the revised proposal which is highly dependent on
surface extraction which would entail greater extent of forest land use leading to
permanent loss of the high quality forest areas.

3. The project proponent may also explore the possibility of underground.
Accordingly, T am directed to say that the State Government of Madhya Pradesh may

take necessary action on the recommendation of FAC.
Yourp faithfully,

(Nish Xena)
Sr. Assistant Inspector Generdl of Forests
Copy to:-

1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal.

2. The Nodal Officer, Forest Department, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal.

3. The Addl. PCCF (Central), Regional Office, (Western Zone) Bhopal.

4. The ADG, National Tiger Conservation of Authority, Paryavarn Bhawan, CGO
Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi — 110003.

5. User Agency. /
6. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF, New Delhi.
7. Guard File.

(Nisheeth Saxena)
Sr. Assistant Inspector General of Forests




