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faw: Minutes of meeting, held on 24.08.2023 regarding 2nd Renewal of 61.2348ha
forest land lease to be used as Ash Dyke at Renusagar Power Company for further
period of next 10 years from 21.06.2019-20.20.2029
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Minutes of meeting, held on 24.08.2023 regarding 2" Renewal of 61.2348 ha forest
land lease to be used as Ash Dyke at Renusagar Power Company again for next 10 years
from 21.06.2019-20.06.2029.

The meeting was held on 24/8/2023, 11:30 hrs in Hybrid mode under the chairmanship of
DDG Central, Regional officce MoEFCC, Lucknow regarding representation dated 18/08/2023
of Hindalco Industries Ltd- 2™ renewal of 61.2348 Ha forest land to be used as Ash Dyke at
Renusagar Power Company again for next 10 years from 21.6.2019 to 20.6.2029.

Background:

1. The issue pertains w.r.t. proposal for 2™ renewal of lcase of 61.2348 Ha forest land to
be used as Ash Dyke at Renusagar Power Company again for next 10 years from 21.6.2019 to
20.6.2029.

2. Online proposal was submitted vide proposal number #FP/UP/IND/39403/2019. The
proposal is pending at MoEFCC New Delhi for In-principle Approval. Initially 61.2348 Ha
forest land was taken on lease to be used as Ash Dyke.

3. The proposal of diversion of forest land of 126.27 Ha for construction of ash disposal
vard on ten year lease was accorded approval by central government vide letter dated 26-02-
1999. Later this area was reduced to 61.2348 Ha. Details of approval for 61.2348 ha?

A proposal for renewal of lease of 61.2348 Ha from 20-06-2009 for a period of ten years
was received vide letter of State Government dated 05-07-2012.

In the meanwhile a proposal for diversion of 146,31 Ha of forest land for construction of
Rihand Super Thermal Power Project Stage 2 (2X500 MW) Ash Dam and Ash Pipe line in
fuvour of NTPC in Sonbhadra District was reccived. FPAC while considering this proposal in
its meeting dated 12-13 September 2013, recommended — that current proposal for diversion
of 146.31 ha of forest land shall be considered for diversion by the Central Government after
compliances on the actions, as given below, is completed by the State Government agency.
As this proposal is an off shoot of the earlier proposal and without obtaining compliance on
the first proposal and subsequent grant of stage 11 new proposal cannot be considered.



as thus directed by MOEF&CC to Reinspect the arca and report the

£ 744 Hec for which stage-I approval was granted in 'l 991. The site
on 16-12-2016. The report of meeting was sent to

229 dated 20/ 1/1, in which the status of 744.015 Ha of

Regional of! fice W

present legal status O
inspection of Regional office Was done

MOoEF by this office vide letter number
land was concluded as follows:

Considering the observations above, the status of land is as follows:

463.807 Ha. Bettled in favor of villagers, as per Hon'ble Bupreme
Court Ordera

Section-4 Forest
Land: 555.725 ha 62.892 Ha.: Utflized by RTPC

92.218 Ha,

29.288 Ha.: Not Utilized by NTPC

Section-20 Forest Not utilised by NTPC
Land: 188.29 ha

4. Eventually Stage-1 of the renewal of Lease for 61.2348 Ha for Ash dyke of
Renusagar Power Company from 2009 to 2019 was provided on 13/2/2017 by MOEFCC.
State Government was requested by MoEFCC to facilitate the deposition of necessary
levies by letter dated 27/5/2017.

Again FAC in is meeting held on 16-05-2017 constituted on committee under the Chairmanship
of Sh. V. K. Singh, Addl. PCCF (Central) , Regional Office , Lucknow to examine the legality
involved in land in possession of NTPC, particularly land under section 4 notification under
Forest Act 1927. In light of various court orders in this regard and status of compliance of
Stage-I clearance, State Government was asked by committee vide letters dated 13 July 2017,
1 august 2017, 12 September 2017 regarding expedition of process for ascertaining legal status
of forest land. The committee submitted report by letter number 118 dated 31/10/2017. in
which it was concluded that NTPC has developed the arca notified under Section 4 as per
settlement by settlement officer in favor of Local people only.

6. The proposal of renewal of Lease for 61.2348 Ha for Ash dyke of Renusagar Power
Company from 2009 to 2019 was provided final approval by MoEFCC on 23/8/2018 and
a five point letter to state Government for compliance of the final notification was asked from
state government vide letter 8-05/1993 dated 15/7/2021. Same letter was sent by this office
vide letter no 8A709/1149/2012/FC/199 dated 18/8/21. )
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I- The complete compliance of conditions stipulated in Ministry's Stage-IL/Final approval letier no.
8-05/1993-FC (Pt.) dated 23-08-2018 has to be submitted.

2- The State Government shall submit the staws of the nitification for declaring the area acquired for
Compensatory Afforestation as RF/PF along with present status of the compensaton
afTorestationhas to be submitted.

3- Validity of lcase under FCA, 1980 has already expired, therefore it needs to be ascerained that
violation of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 need submission.

4- Reasons/justification for sceking renewal of forest diversin lease after every 10 years under the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 need submission.

S- Vital details regarding the capacity of the Ash Disposal Yard and timeline for utilization of the same

up to the brim nced submission.

The response to these queries is still awaited. The copy of correspondence dated 2/9/21
1o DFO Renukoot was provided by Hindalco to this office in which the issues raised regarding
ownership of the CA land provided is summarized below: below-

(1) In 1989, Non Forest land was provided by the user agency(HINDALCO) for
Compensatory Afforestation.(38.2050 ha. in compartment no. purna in Gorwal
range, 19.354 ha. in compartment no. pedh in range Gorwal and 3.6758 ha. in
compartment no. Anjani of Jarha range) and on the same ground AIP(Stage I) and
FA(Stage 1) was granted.

It was submitted by user agency that 3.6758 ha. in compartment no. Anjani of Jarha range
was eventually planted under CA and notified under section 4 of IFA. The remaining 2 patches
of land provided (38.2050 ha. In compartment no. purna in Gorwal range, 19.354 ha. In
compartment no. pedh in range Gorwal) are yet not notified.

For notification of later two patches for land provided by user agency forest department
was approached by user agency. Forest department  has to clarity that wheter the two non-
forest patches of land provided by the user agency includes forest land also or not ?

It was informed by user agency vide its representation dated 18.08.2023 that “MoEF,
New Delhi has raised 5-point query vide its letter 8-05/1993-FC (Pt) dated 15.07.2021
compliance of which was sent 1o CCF, Mirzapur by DFO, Renukoot vide its letter
2766/Renukoot/15-31 dated 11.03.2022. 1t may please be noted that 57.559 ha non-torestland
was provided to Kaimur Vanya Jeev Prabhag in 1996 itsell as CA land, notification process
under Section-4 of which could not yet be completed by Kaimur Vanya JeevPrabhag™. DFO
Kaimur during meeting was not clear whether some Forest land is included in the patches of
57.559 Ha land ,made available by HINDALCO in 1996.



It was noticed that the proposal for further renewal of lease from 2019 to 2029 was submitted
on parivesh portal on 15,03.2019 for “renewal of lease of Ash disposal yard for Renusagar
Captive Thermal Power Plant in 61.2348 ha.”” for which CA was proposed on 61.2348 ha
(38.2050 ha. in compartment no. purna in Gorwal range, 19.354 ha. in compartment no. pedh

in range Gorwal and 3.6758 ha. in compartment no. Anjani of Jarha range as mentioned
above)

The meeting was conducted under the chairmanship of DDG, Regional Office Lucknow
along in Hybrid Mode with officials of Regional office in response to above mentioned
representation. Following representatives of State forest department and user agency-

*  Shri. Anupam Gupta, Nodal Officer, FC

* Shri. Arvind Yadav, DFO Kaimur, Wild Life Sanctuary.
* Shri. Swarantra ShrivastavDFO Renukoot.

* Shri Vivek Kumar, Legal head Hindalco

*  Shri Vibhor Bhargav, Hindalco Representative

Following dccisions were taken:-

¢ DFO Kaimur explained that inspite of repeated requests with district revenue
officials, Tarmini Map has not been made available which is causing delay in
ascertaining whether any forest land is included in the said CA land provided by User
agency.

¢ DFO Kaimur was directed to arrange the maps from Revenue department and
expedite the matter and furnish Joint Inspection Report within 30 Days.A
coomunication also to be endorsed to DM,Sonebhadra to make available requisite
maps/records and ensure demarcation/inspection report by 5t October,2023.

e HINDALCO Representatives were directed to coordinate with State Forest
Department in carrying out joint inspection of the Non forest Land provided by
HINDALCO by 5th October,2023.

* Nodal Officer FC, State Government was requested to follow up the matter on
priority and ensure submission of report by 5th October,2023.. /

Dr. Pl‘;/may Misra
Assistant Inspector General Forest )

Copy for kind information and necessary action to (through e-mail only):-

I Additional Chief Secretary, UP Forest Department, with the request to tacilitate
availability of Tarmini Map and relevant revenue records by District Magistrate,
Sonebhadra,

PCCF and HOFF Uttar Pradesh Forest Department

The Nodal officer , Forest Department, 17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, U.p.
District Magistrate, Sonbhadra, to provide Tarmini Map and relevant revenue records
on priority 1o DIFQ,
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The Divisional Forest Officer, Kaimur Wild Life Sancturay.
The Divisional Forest Officer, Renukoot.

The Divisional Forest Officer, Sonebhadra.
Shri Vivek Kumar, Legal head Hindalco.

Dr. Pra é isra
Assistant Inspector GenergfForest (C)



