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KRIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/61 Date: 15.10.2025

The Deputy Conservator of Forests
Bengaluru Rural Division
Devanahalli, Bengaluru Dt.

Sir,

Sub.: Compliance to the observations & to the compliance provided in connection
with the proposal for diversion of 18.60 Ha of Forest land in Sy. No. 124 of
Akkupete village, Kasaba Hobli, Devanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District for
the construction of the Rail Depot under Bengaluru Sub - Urban Rail Project
(BSRP) in favour of Manager, Rail Infrastructure Development Company
(Karnataka) Limited, Samparka Soudha, Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar,
Bengaluru. Proposal No. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 [Form - A].

Ref: 1.  Onlineapplication no. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 submitted in PARIVESH
portal of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change dated
09.05.2021

2. Online application no. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 [Form - A Part -1]
resubmitted in PARIVESH portal of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change dated 05.04.2022

3.  PCCF (HoFF), GoK letter no. KFD/HoFF/A5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC dated
30.09.2024

4.  GoK letter no. FEE/252/FLL 2024(E) dated 04.11.2024 (Stage - 1
proposal)

5. MoEF&CC, Gol, Regional Office, Bengaluru letter no. 4-KRC 1497/2024-
BAN/483 dated 03.12.2024.

6. PCCF (HoFF), GoK letter no. KFD/HoFF/A5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC dated
18.12.2024.

7. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/55 dated
24.03.2025;

8. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/56 dated
24.03.2025;

9. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/57 dated
27.03.2025

10. Meeting with PCCF/FC dated 22.04.2025;

11. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 dated
30.04.2025

12. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 dated
30.04.2025

13. MoEF & CC letter no. 4.KRC 1497/2024-BAN dated 08.07.2025;

14.  Your office letter A4/DCF/BRD/KRIDE/CR-8/2022-23 dated 20.08.2025;

15. KRIDE/ Projects/ BSRP/ Depot/ Forest/ 59 dated 24.09.2025;

16. KRIDE/ Projects/ BSRP/ Depot/ Forest/ 60 dated 14.10.2025;

With reference to your letter cited at reference no. (14) above, the point wise compliances
are detailed as follows:

Reg. Office: CIN  UBOTO00KA2C0CSGCU281 M1
Samparka Soudha, 1 st Floor, Opp. Orian Mall, Ph : +91 080G-24482800
Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar 1st Block, Bangalore - 560010. Email : mdkride@gmail.com

» @ www.kride.in




SI.No

Observations

Compliance

The Karnataka State Government is
requested to submit the closure order
of the Hon'ble High Court with its
comments 17841.

“examination, Court has accepted the revised

The case WP 17841/2018 is filed under Hon’ble
High Court of Karnataka with the initial
respondents of State of Karnataka, Karnataka
Forest Department, Bengaluru Urban District
(Tree Authority), Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike, Bengaluru Metrorail Corporation Limited
and Bengaluru Electricity Supply Company
Limited.

A stay order was obtained under this WP dated
12.06.2025 against the Office Order for providing
permission of 699 trees for felling, 89 trees
Translocation and 493 trees for retention by the
Tree Officer (DCF/BBMP) dated 29.05.2024.
Subsequently, KRIDE was impleaded in this WP
as Respondent and submitted justifications.

After the review of the submission of Office order,
permitting the felling of trees and KRIDE
justification, Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka
issued order dated 27.09.2024 to re-examine the
feasibility & permissibility of felling 440 trees
among 699 trees stating there were no reasons
for recommending tree felling. Subsequently, the
Tree Officer along with the Tree Expert
Committee were re-examined 440 trees and
issued a fresh order and the same was submitted
to Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka. After detailed

orders of Tree Officer and permitted KRIDE to
proceed further.

In the earlier orders of Hon’ble High Court of
Karnataka issued that within the
jurisdiction of BBMP, it is stated that consequent
to the submission of the proposals for tree felling
permission by any agency, the examination &
recommendation of the Tree Expert Committee
and to obtain necessary permission from Hon’ble
High Court of Karnataka.

Accordingly, another Office Order was issued on
21.01.2025 for the felling of 1988 trees. 289 trees
for Translocation and retention of 161 trees,
which belong another corridor of BSRP works
carried out by KRIDE. The Court has reviewed the
responses of KRIDE and accorded permission on
13.02.2025.

From the above, it is justified that this WP is not
only for KRIDE but for any agency whigk




be appropriate, wherein, the closure of Hon’ble
High Court Stay Order and permission for tree
felling of KRIDE is submitted as annexure - 1. The
court orders dated 27.09.2024, 09.12.2024 and
13.02.2025 may be referred.

An exercise to explore translocation
of suitable species needs to be carried
out, as prepared for the BBMP limits,
listing of trees that can be retained on
site, translocated/transplanted could
be prepared for the forest area as well,

in consultation with the forest
department  Along with Tee
Enumeration.

To be replied by DCF/ BLR Rural

State Government is requested to re-
verify the species to be felled in the
forest area proposed for diversion
and submit the revised tree
enumeration list in Part-in process Il
of the proposal as certain species like
Dalbergia  latifolia,  Pterocarpus
marsupium etc have been left out of
the enumeration list.12

To be replied by DCF/ BLR Rural

Concerns the forest Department
Karnataka Forest Department/User
Agency may re-verify the changes in
the boundary of forest area proposed
for diversion vis a vis the existing
boundary and accordingly, revise the
project map and kml file of the area
proposed for diversion in consonance
with the resurvey carried out in the
year 2023 and its subsequent
notification.

The land demarcation is carried out in the
proposed area at Akkupete, once again as per the
reiteration of Forest Department. The updated
map and kml file enclosed as annexure - 2.

The User Agency may provide an
encumbrance free non forest land,
free from a letter written to DC for
confirming N.E.C the existing road and
further explore the possibility of
shifting the identified CA land
towards the RF boundary to make it
contiguous with the Ujjani state
forest.
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An Encumbrance Free Land Certificate was
earlier obtained from the Deputy Commissioner,
Bengaluru Rural District, and submitted to the
Forest Department. However, the Forest
Department has reiterated the requirement to
submit the certificate once again, due to a
unpaved (katcha) road passing through the
proposed alternative land at Sasalu village.

In this regard, this office sought clarification to
the Deputy Commissioner, Bengaluru Rural and
in reply the Deputy Commissioner, Bengaluru
Rural has issued the Certificate of Encumbrance-
Free Land, along with the consent from the
Additional Directorate of Land Records (ADLR),
Bengaluru. The same is enclosed as Annexure - 3,
and its English translation is enclosed as
Annexure - 4.




As the proposed NFL is bordering | To be replied by DCF/ BLR Rural
villages and agricultural areas, the
forest department may incorporate
suitable measures in the proposal to
protect the NFL from future
encroachments.

&

7. The legal status of Non-Forest Land | To be replied by DCF/ BLR Rural
identified for CA has to be provided, if
the proposed NFL, attracts the
provision of sub (3) (a) of Rule 13 of
VSES Rule 2023, then such land has to
be provided in double the extent.

8. The State Government has to clarify | To be replied by DCF/ BLR Rural
whether degraded forest land
identified for the raising CA plantation
has already been treated under any
other scheme, if so, alternate
degraded forest may be provided
along with the kml file, site suitability
certificate etc.

9. The site-specific CA scheme shall be | To be replied by DCF/ BLR Rural
prepared for non-Forest land and
Degraded Forest land. The scheme
shall include provision of planting tall
saplings of native species, watering
and protection measure etc. so that CA
land at maturity has canopy density of
minimum 0.7.

From the above, it may be seen that KRIDE has taken the necessary steps to address the
clarifications sought by the Forest Department, GoK.

Hence, itis requested to review the compliance along with the necessary recommendations
at your end. Upon your recommendation, the proposal in PARIVESH portal along with the
file of proposal of Akkupete for further processes.

You are requested to facilitate the same at the earliest.
Encl: 4 sets of copies

Yours sincerely

GENERAL MANAGER - ©

GenetaliManagas, SEMU
RAILINFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOP ANY
KARN T
CC: 1. ACS (Forests), GoK 1" FLOOR, (mmnﬁmwc : Aal
2- PCCF (HOFF), GOK Dr, HajkumarRuad. Rﬂ]q'inﬂﬂ' 1'an|»'., B&ngu.wc-dﬁomo.

3. CF, Bengaluru Division
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Rail Infrastructure Development Company (Karnataka) Limited
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K RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 Date: 36:062025

22e.06. 903 s

The Additional Chief Secretary (Forests)

Government of Karnataka

MS Building

Bangalore.

Dear Sir, /

Sub.: Additional clarifications te the observations & to the compliance provided in
connection with the diversion of 18.60 Ha of Forest land in Sy. No. 124 of
Akkupete village, Kasaba Hobli, Devanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District for
the construction of the Rail Depot under Bengaluru Sub - Urban Rail Project
(BSRP) in favour of Manager, Rail Infrastructure Development Company ¢
(Karnataka) Limited, Samparka Soudha, Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar,
Bengaluru. Proposal No. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 [Form - A).

Ref:. 1. Onlineapplication no. FP/KA/RAIL/142 190/2021 submitted in PARIVESH
portal of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change dated
09.05.2021

2. Online application no. FP/KA/RAIL/142196/2021 [Form - A Part -1}
resubmitted in PARIVESH portal of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change dated 05.04.2022

3. PCCF (HoFF), GoK letter no. KFD/HoFF/AS5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC dated

30.09.2024

4. GoK letter no. FEE/252/FLL 2024(E) dated 04.11.2024 (Stage - 1
proposal)

5. MoEF&CC, Gol, Regional Office, Bengaluru letter no. 4-KRC 1497/2024-
BAN/483 dated 03.12.2024.

6. PCCF (HoFF), GoK letter no. KFD/HoFF/A5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC dated
18.12.2024.

7. This office letter K-RIDE /Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/55 dated
24.03.2025;

8. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/56 dated
24.03.2025;

9. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/57 dated
27.03.2025

10. Meeting with PCCF/FC dated 22.04.2025;
11. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/ BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 dated
30.04.2025

With referenceé to the letter cited at reference no. (11), the compliance to the observations
raised by the Regional Department has been uploaded on the PARIVESH portal for approval.
However, during the joint site visit to Akkupete, additional details were requested regarding
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the observation under point (3), ‘Hon'ble NGT has suo moto registered an Original Application
No.792 of 2024(PB) (renumbered as Original Application No.236 of 2024(SZ), based on the
news item published in 'Bengaluru - Hindustan Times' dated11.06.2024 titled "Over 2000

citizens oppose felling of 33,000 trees for Bengaluru Suburban Railway Project. In this regard
the State Govt is requested to submit the updated status of the case’.

In this regard, it is to clarify that the matter inter alia pertains to the cases of Original
Application No. 236 of 2024 before the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, Southern Zone, and
Writ Petition No. 17841 of 2018 before the Hor'ble High Court of Karnataka, in the following

sequence:
i Details of Original Application 236 of 2024:

a. The Environmental Impact Assessment {EIA) Report for the Bengaluru Suburban
Railway Project (BSRP) was uploaded to the official website of KRIDE on 04.04.2024.
A corresponding public notice was also issued through a newspaper advertisement.
The report included a detailed list of trees identified as being impacted by the project,
along with the proposed remedial and mitigation measures. A summary of the same

is provided below:
_S1. No.| Alignment/Depot Total No.of Trees |
(1. | Corridor 1 (KSR Bengaluru City - Devanahalli) 7198
2. | Corridor2 (Baiyyappanahalli Terminal - 3469 |
i | Chikkabanavara)
"3  Corridor 3 (Kengeri - B'lore Cantonment - Whitefield 2072
{ | viaSBC)
4. | Corridor 4 (Heelalige - Rajanukunte) 2306
Sub-Total along the Alignment & Stations (A) 15,045
5. | Akkupete Depot Forest land 17323
.+ é Non - forest land 182
i | Sub total 17505
| 6. | Soladevanahalli Depot 22
| Sub-Total at Depots (B) 17527
" Total Trees (A+B) 32,572

b. Subsequently, objections from the public regarding the proposed felling of trees were
filed, and the matter was also covered in various newspaper articles. [n light of this,
the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT) took cognizance of the issue Suo-moto.

c. An Affidavit, enclosed as Annexure - 1, was submitted to the Hon'ble NGT. This
affidavit provided corridor-wise details and outlined the procedure followed for
obtaining permission for the felling of trees. It also elaborated on the necessary efforts
undertaken to mitigate the associated risks and environmental impacts. The Hon'ble
Justices of the Southern Zone Bench of the NGT duly considered the contents of the
affidavit, deliberated on the case in detail, and acknowledged the due processes
followed in securing approvals. It was further recognized that the Hon'ble High Court
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of Karnataka is examining each proposal for tree felling, and permissions are being
granted only after the recommendations of the Tree Officer(s)/Tree Expert
Committee. These approvals follow a thorough verification of the relevant documents
and a review of the effective mitigation measures being implemented. Based on the
above, it was found appropriate by the Hon'ble NGT that the case be disposed

of;

ii. Details of Writ Petition 17841 of 2024:

a.

On 23.04.2019, Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka, in its order, enclosed as Annexure -
2, 'to constitute a Committee consisting of experts from the field of Environment, Science,
Technology and concerned fields. The Expert Committee shall examine whether trees
proposed to be felled could be saved by adopting any method. After exhausting all
methods, If it is found that it is impossible to save any tree, only then it shall be
permissible to cut the trees’ and as per the same, Tree Expert Committee was
constituted & a Government Order dated 16.01.2020, within the limits of BBMP;

List of proposals submitted to Forest Department seeking permission to fell the trees
infringing the alignment of Corridor - 2 (Benninganahalli to Chikkabanavara} of
Bengaluru Sub - Urban Railway Project (BSRP) is detailed below:

SN  Date of | No of | Approval accorded by GoK/Forest department

application trees

proposed [ Ng | To be To be: Order Noand date |
{ Retained | transp | cut
. ! lanted | é o oo kadl_ |
1 118102021 661 315 | 58| 268  DCF/PF-156827% 2022723
: | | dated T7 129097 " e
"2 | 04.07.2022 | 1430 ! 123 | 73| 1234 | DCF/PR-1952/ 2022-23 |
| | | | - | dated 24.02.2023
3 | 27.07.2022 { 1054 '| 135 | 47 | 596 | DCF/PR-2042/ 2022-23
3 I dated 17.03.2023
4 |(07.10.2023 1084 ! 493 | 89| 699 DCF/PF-356/ 2024-25
| ' . | | dated 29.05.2024.
| Revised OM DCF/ PR -
| ? : 1448/ 2024-25 dated
( | ; . 30.10.2024.
L . Cutting Order DCF/ PR/ |
‘ 937/ 2024-25 dated |
| ' 17.12.2024 .
Total for | 4229 i' 1066 267 | 2797 '
Corridor | | |
c. After the detailed scrutiny by himself Tree Officer, Deputy Conservator of

Forests/BBMP & Expert Committee, Official Memorandum (OM) of first 3 proposals
have been issued duly issuing public notice to file objections. The first 3 OM
implemented as per the instructions received. An objection to the fourth OM was filed
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through Memo by the petitioner in WP 17841 of 2018 in Hon'ble High Court of
Karnataka. Subsequently, a detailed deliberations, Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka
on 09.12.2024, permitted to execute tree felling.

d. Furthermore, in accordance with the directions of the Hon’ble High Court of
Karnataka, the procedures for obtaining permission for tree felling, within BBMP
jurisdictions, are being followed diligently each time, subsequent to the issuance of
every Official Memorandum from the Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka;

From the above, it can be seen that the case WP 17841 of 2018 is only applicable to the
tree related matters within BBMP jurisdiction whereas the transfer of land proposed
for Maintenance Depot at Akkupete village is falls within the jurisdiction of Bengaluru
{Rural). However, K-RIDE has taken essential steps to combat tree compensation &
activities for the protection of bio-diversity and hence, Hon'ble High Court of
Karnataka permitted and Hon'ble NGT disposed of the cases and gave approval to

KRIDE for taking up the project ahead.

We trust that the above details provide the necessary clarifications on the legal matters of
tree infringements.

Yours sincerel

NPk

Rajesh Kgnar SipahstRSE
Direct @irscior (Project & Planning)

Prw
(Kametaks) Limitad,

CC: 1 PCCF (HoFF), GoK
2. CF, Bengaluru Division
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Government of Karnataka

No. FEE/252/FLL/2024 Karnataka Government Secretarjat
Multistoried Buildings,
Dr|| B.R.Ambedkar veedhi,
Bengaluru, Date :24.06.2025

From:
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, fn
Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, ns/0y /e
Bengaluru-560001. T ATE GOVERNMNT OF INDif:
To: WD BT ‘ﬁ{w; errg
The Deputy Director General of Forest (Central), AR T g =
Integrated Regional Office, Ll '

Kendriya Sadan, 4% Floor, E&F Wings,
17% Main, Koramangala, Bengaluru.
Sir,

Sub: Diversion of 18.60 Ha of forest land in Sy No. 36 Bommavara Village and Sy No.124
of Aldaupete Village, Kasaba Hobli, Devanahaili Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District for
construction of the Rail Depot under Bengaluru-Sub-Urban Rail Project (BSRP) in
favour of the Manager, Rail Infrastructure Development Company (Karnataka) Ltd.,
Samparka Soudha, Bengaluru.

Proposal No. FP/KA/RATL/142190/2021.
Ref: 1. Ministry of Environment, Forest Climate Change Regional office letier No.4-
KRC1497/2024/BAN Date: 03.12.2024
2. User agency representation Dated: 23.06.2025

*ke Kk

With reference to the above subject, I am directed to invite your kind attention to
letter vide referred at (1) above and forwarding herewith the copy of letters vide referred at
(2) above along with enclosures submitted by _the User agency where in additional
clarification to the observation and to the compliance regarding Diversion of 18.60 Ha of
forest land in Sy No. 36 Bommavara Village and Sy No.124 of Akkupete Village, Kasaba
[Iobli, Dcvanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District for construction of the Rail Depot under
Bengaluru-Sub-Urban Rail Project (BSRP) in favour of the Manager, Rail Infrastructure
Development Company (Karnataka) Ltd. The User agency representation, containing details
of NGT order and compliance of the High Court order w.r.t. tree felling issue in BBMP
area by K-RIDE may be perused and the FC proposal in Bangalore Rural district may be
approved.

Yours faithfuily,

- F =
PR s S e e LIBOSE Sfm_ o mmen
Forest, Ecology and Environment Depariment
g p——— e g - e
N\ (Forest-C and Co-ordination).

dv







SI.  Judge(s) Name Date of Daily Order
\[o] Order

of expansion of the hospital. Learned advocate for the public interest
petitioners agrees to join the Command Hospital as party respondent. The
amendment shall be carried out by joining the Command Hospital as party
respondent immediately. Reply is filed today by the newly added party-
Command Hospital. The same is taken on record. The petition shall be
next listed on 10.02.2025 at 2.30 p.m.

107 CHIEF JUSTICE 10/02/2025 ORAL ORDER ON I.A.NO.5 OF 2025 (PER: HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
AND M..LARUN MR. JUSTICE N. V. ANJARIA) However, by virtue of the order dated

06.02.2025 passed in the main writ appeal No.17841 of 2018, the prayer
made in this interim application stands granted. 1.A.No.5 of 2025 is
accordingly disposed of.  Stand over to 13.02.2025. ORAL ORDER ON |.A.
NO.6 OF 2025 WITH |.A. NO.2 OF 2025 (PER: HON'BLE THE CHIEF
JUSTICE MR. JUSTICE N. V. ANJARIA)  Heard learned Additional Solicitor
General, assisted by Deputy Solicitor General of India for the applicant-
Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore and learned Advocates for the
respective respondents in the application. 2. The applicant-Command
Hospital Air Force Bangalore-original respondent No.7 has filed this
application praying to recall order dated 22nd January 2025 passed in the
main writ petition. By the said order, it was directed that there shall be no
cutting of trees till further orders. The said order is applicable to the
applicant, against whom the case of the public interest petition was that
the applicant was engaged in uprooting and felling of trees in large
numbers for the purpose of expanding the Hospital campus. The
applicant-Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore became party to the
proceedings as allowed as per order of even date. 3. In this application, it
is the case of the applicant- Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore that it
is a Medical Institution under the administrative control of the Ministry of
Defence, Government of India providing specialized medical care to the
personnel of Indian Air Force, Army, Navy and their dependants and caters
to the medical need of about 2,50,000 staff including ex-servicemen. 3.1
It is stated that the Hospital has proposed to undertake an infrastructure
project for constructing modern multistoried Hospital Complex with 800
bed capacity at its present location in Ulsoor, Bengaluru. The Government
of India has granted sanction as per approval letter dated 12th July 2024 at
the total cost of Rs.771.63 crores and that it is a time bound project. Itis
stated that for the purpose of implementing the project, old and dilapidated
Hospital building which is structurally unsafe has to be demolished. 3.2 It
is further stated that within the designated area earmarked for the
construction 749 trees are identified, which would be required to be cut.
The applicant- Command Hospital Air Force, Bangalore, sought permission
from the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) for retention,
transportation and removal of trees. It is stated that the applicant had
already undertaken plantation initiative as part of its commitment to the
environment conservation, and between August 2024 to December 2024,
5380 saplings were planted, which was in accordance with the
compensatory plans and the directions of the BBMP and conditions
imposed in court orders. 3.3 It was further stated that the aforesaid
afforestation drive was undertaken at Air Force Station, Yelahanka and at
Air Force Technical College, Jalahalli which are the Air Force
establishments within the limits of the BBMP. The BBMP undertook
detailed site inspection and followed the process under Section 8(3) of the
Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976. Permission for retention of 211
trees, translocation of 8 trees and removal of 533 trees have been granted,
it is stated. This assessment of trees was carried out in collaboration with
the Tree Expert Committee. 4. Learned Additional Solicitor General of
India for the applicant- Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore submitted
that order dated 22nd January 2025 prevented the applicant without
hearing the applicant. It was contented that the applicant has already
complied Wlth the directions of the Tree Expert Committee as well as he
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Judge(s) Name

Date of
Order

Daily Order

be utilized for expansion and construction of the Hospital. Also figures on
record, Office Memorandum dated 26th December 2024 by the Tree Officer,
BBMP. The said report mentions about the physical verifications and all
other relevant details examined by the Tree Expert Committee in relation to
the retention, translocation and removal of trees, as is permitted in the
report. 4.2 List of the trees for retention is annexed to the report with
remarks against each identified tree with its girth and height. Total trees
mentioned are more than 569. Similarly, the trees for translocation and
trees permitted to be cut are also enlisted with their due details and
remarks against each of them. 4.3 Learned Additional Solicitor General
of India took the Court through the relevant details in all the
aforementioned documents and the reports. 5. [t is to be noted that
against each tree which is to be felled, ten more trees will have to be
planted as per the operative condition. Thus, for felling of 530 trees, the
applicant will be raising 5380 number of new tress. The compensatory
plantation plan for this purpose is also produced on record. 6. Learned
advocate for the original petitioner-Mr. Pradeep Nayak had a grievance that
new trees are planted at a different place. Therefore, the trees may not be
permitted to be cut within the precincts and premises of the Hospital. This
submission could not be countenanced when it was pointed out that in the
area where the present Commandant Hospital is located and being
expanded, no space available for planting of new trees. The compensatory
trees are in any case within the BBMP area and considered in totality, it will
have balancing effect on the environment. 7. In light of the above facts
emerging on record, the aspects indicated and the reasons supplied,
applicant- Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore is permitted to cut the
trees, in compliance of the provisions of the Karnataka Preservation of
Trees Act, 1976, in compliance of Rules of 1977 framed thereunder, further
as per and in accordance with the permission given by the Tree Officer in
its memorandum/order dated 26th December 2024 by strictly complying
with the conditions imposed as well as by scrupulously observing the
conditions which are provided for in different orders passed by this Court in
the present proceedings.  L.A. No.6 of 2025 is allowed and the stay
against felling of trees by the applicant-Command Hospital Air Force
Bangalore in order dated 22nd January 2025 is vacated, in the above terms.
I.A.No.2 of 2025 accordingly stands disposed of. ORDER OGN I.-A. NO:4 OF
2025 Heard learned Advocate General Mr. K. Shashikiran Shetty for the
applicant, and learned Advocate Mr. H.L. Pradeep Kumar for the original
petitioner as well as learned Advocate Mr. S.H. Prashanth for
the respondent-BBMP. 2. This application is filed by the applicant-Rail
Infrastructure Development Company (Karnataka) Ltd. (K-RIDE)-
original respondent No.11, praying to permit it to implement Office
Memorandum dated 21st January 2024 issued by the Tree Officer and by
Deputy Conservator of Forest, BBMP, Bengaluru and to undertake the
translocation and removal of trees as per the said order, in respect of the
trees standing at the project area, Ambedkar Nagar, Mudenahalli Line
Cross, Bengaluru Suburban Rail Project, in the City of Bengaluru. 3. Itis
stated in the application that applicant is a joint venture of State of
Karnataka and Ministry of Railways, established to enhance the rail
infrastructure projects in the State. [t is stated that in the process of
carrying out the project, wherever the existing trees are required to be
removed, it has been done following the norm of planting of ten trees
against every tree felled or translocated. It is stated that in felling and
translocation of trees wherever required, the applicant has been following
the legal requirements and procedures as well as complies with the
conditions imposed by the orders of the Court passed from time to time in
the present public interest proceedings. 3.1 Following is stated and
pleaded in the present application, extracting the relevant paragraph, “6.
The Civil works (excluding stations) Corridor- (46.88 km length) has begn- 7
awarded to M/s. L and T Limited and construction activities for corrj
are currently in progress. Corridor-4 involves the construction of a
elevated viaduct and a 37.92 km at-grade alignment. A total of 19
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have been proposed for Corridor-4 from Heelalige to Rajankunte and out of
46.88 km 34.30 km i.e. from Ambedkarnagar to Muddanahalli line cross
falls within the BBMP Jurisdiction. 7.  In connection with the above
project, K-RIDE had submitted Application No. K-RIDE/BSRP/ Tree Auction/
Cooridor-4/16 dated 08.05.2023 for removal of 2364 trees (947 in respect
of Block-1) and (1417 in respect Block-2) to the Tree Officer and Dy.
Conservator of Forests, BBMP, Bengaluru seeking permission for clearance
of trees which are standing at the Project Area for construction of
Bengaluru Sub Urban Rail Project (BSRP) of Corridor 04 from
Ambedkarnagar to Channasandra Railway station (Block-1) and
Channasandra Railway station to Muddanahalli Line Cross, Bengaluru
(Block-2). 8. Subsequently, on 19.05.2023, the concerned Field Forest
Officer carried out an inspection. During inspection of the project areg, it
was found 226 trees in respect of Block-2 were already missing. Therefore,
the balance enumerated trees standing in the project area was 2138 trees
(947 in Block-1) & (1191 in Block-2). Since, number of trees were reduced
after inspection, one more Application No. K-RIDE/BSRP/Tree Auction/
Cooridor-4/20 dated 12.09.2023 for removal of 2138 trees was submitted.
Thereafter, Public notice was issued on 04.10.2023 calling for objections if
any, from general public for removal of 2138 trees. Thereafter, due to
change of alignment/quadrupling additional 265 numbers of trees were
identified in the project area. The said fact was also confirmed during the
preliminary inspection carried out by the Tree Officer on 07.02.2024.
Therefore, the total number of trees increased to 2403 trees. Again, at the
time of TEC inspection conducted on 18.03.2024 to 21.03.2024 it was
found 302 trees which were standing in the project area were missing and
additional 337 unnumbered trees were identified in the project area.
Therefare, total trees standing in the project area were concluded to
2403-302= 2101 and additional 337 unnumbered trees come to 2438.
Addendum (public notice) was issued calling upon objection for total 592
tree i.e. 40 unnumbered trees in respect of Block-1 and 255 additional and
297 unnumbered trees in respect of Block-2. The Tree Officer and Dy.
Conservator of Forests, BBMP, Bengaluru and TEC (Tree Expert Committee)
have completed the process of consideration of this application by
following due procedure laid down by this Hon'ble Court.” 3.2 It is further
stated that after inspection of the site, the Tree Officer has issued the office
memorandum/order dated 21st January 2025 as per the provisions of the
Karnataka Preservation of Trees Act, 1976. The request of the applicant
was considered and based on the assessment the Tree Expert Committee,
the Tree Officer and the Deputy Conservator of Forests, BBMP has issued
the aforesaid memorandum/order. 3.3 The applicant has further stated
that all the conditions, which are reproduced hereinbelow found in the
aforementioned order dated 21st January 2025 by the Tree Officer, will be
adhered to, “(11) 1. No damage should be caused to the trees which are
retained on the spot, while carrying out the civil works or any project related
works. 2. The trees which are ordered to be retained on site have to be
properly protected and maintained. Accordingly, K-RIDE should give
assurance in this respect. 3. The translocation of trees should be done at
the following proposed locations in collaboration with the DCF, BBMP. 1.
Location site 01 - Vacant areas available at the offshore of Harohalli Lake,
Bengaluru- suitable for translocation of 19 trees. 2. Location Site 02-
Vacant space along the boundary close to the fence of the Offshore of
Ramagondanahalli Lake, Bengaluru- suitable for translocation of 50 trees.
3. Location Site 03- Vacant spaces along the boundary wall and vacant
space along the footpath, offshore of Vaderahalli Lake, Bengaluru-suitable
for 50 trees. 4. Location Site 04- Vacant spaces at the Tank Buffer zone at
Sy. Nos. 49/3, 39, 29 & 30, Offshore Hale Byrohalli Lake,
Hunasemaradapalya, Bheemanakuppe, Bengaluru- suitable for remaining
170 trees. 4. The Persons/Agencies who are entrusted with transtGfHe

ks 5
S iRIDE
ﬁa galore




Sl
No

Judge(s) Name

Date of
Order

P

Daily Order

formulated guidelines of UAS, Bengaluru. 6. The trees so translocated
have to be properly maintained and taken care of, for a minimum period of
three years. 7. The entire process of translocation of trees has to be
properly documented and records compiled in a systematic manner. 8. As
per the Section 10 of KPT Act 1976, which provides that where any tree has
fallen or destroyed due to force of nature or other natural causes, the
owner or occupier of land concerned is required to plant a tree or trees in
place of the tree so fallen or destroyed. 9. In lieu of the 2805 trees (2277
translocated/felled and 528 trees already removed/felled), 10 healthy and
heighted saplings have to be planted in lieu of each tree either translocated
or felled. The saplings have to be planted as per forestry practices and
maintained for a minimum period of five years. Photographs and proper
documentation has to be submitted for saplings/seedlings planted. 10.
Regular monitoring must be done to ensure the conducive growth of
translocated trees and planted saplings /seedlings.” 3.4 As per the order
of the Tree Officer, the applicant is denied permission to remove 161 trees
and provided that these 161 trees shall continue to stand at the present
locations. The reasons for not granting permission to fell these trees is
indicated in the table. Similarly, 289 trees which are also listed with
remarks in tabular form will be translocated to the suitable places as per
the conditions mentioned. The remaining 1988 trees which are also listed
with remarks against each of the trees are permitted to be removed.
However, the removal and felling of such trees shall accord the norms
adopted by the Karnataka Forest Department. 4. It is to be mentioned
that learned advocate for the petitioner objected to grant of permission to
the applicant to fell the trees. It was submitted by him that out of more
than 1,000 trees at the site, when the inspection took place 500 trees were
already cut unauthorisedly. It was therefore submitted that the conduct of
the applicant was one of negligence for which the applicant should be
penalised and should not be permitted to cut the trees since unauthorised
felling of trees amounted to violation of conditions. 4.1 Reference was
made to the report of the Tree Expert Committee given in January 2025
dealing with the trees standing at the project area location. In Block No.2,
all 226 trees were found to have been illegally cut and in all, 528 illegally cut
trees were indicated in the Tree Expert Committee report. 4.2 Learned
Advocate General was not in a position to disown the aforesaid factual
aspects. However, he submitted that FIR has already been registered for
felling of trees unauthorisedly and without knowledge of anybody. In this
regard, observance of norms is the issue of concern. 5. As far the
present case is concerned, large number of trees are identified with
remarks against the respective tree by the Tree Expert Committee for the
purpose of their retention, translocation or removal, as the case may be.
5.1 In view of the fact that the Tree Expert Committee has examined each
of the tree for the purpose of removal, translocation or retention, as the
case may be, and the applicant is pleaded and shown readiness to comply
with the conditions imposed as above, the prayer permitting to fell trees
would be favourably considered. 5.2 Therefore, the Court is not inclined
to deny the permission to the applicant to cut the trees. However, since
528 trees were found to be unauthorisedly removed, irrespective of the fact
whether it was on account of culpability on part of the applicant or not, an
additional condition is imposed on the applicant that it shall by way of
compensatory afforestation plant 5,000 more trees over and above the
trees ten times in numbers which the applicant would be required to plant
against the total number of trees permitted to be removed. Furthermore,
the FIR which is filed shall be taken to its logical end. 6. In light of the
above, the applicant-Rail Infrastructure Development Company (Karnataka)
Limited is permitted to cut the trees which are 1988 in numbers, as
indicated above, which shall be done in compliance of the provisions of the

framed thereunder and also by adhering to the conditions impa -I" e
permission order of the competent authority dated 21.01.202 (3
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Rail Infrastructure Development Company {Karnataka) Limited

« (A joint Venture of Govt. of Karnataka and Ministry of Raitways)

e SheoPezy, eI FoTA (839rL33) dabdvad

K RIDE (B9oresd Foord sy g Sleneabn 2o eudas |
K RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/60 Date: 14.10.2025

The Deputy Conservator of Forests
Bengaluru Rural Division
Devanahalli, Bengaluru Rural Dt.

Sir,

Sub.: Compliance to the observations & to the compliance provided in connection
with the proposal for diversion of 18.60 Ha of Forest land in Sy. No. 124 of
Akkupete village, Kasaba Hobli, Devanahalli Taluk, Bengaluru Rural District for
the construction of the Rail Depot under Bengaluru Sub - Urban Rail Project
(BSRP) in favour of Manager, Rail Infrastructure Development Company
(Karnataka) Limited, Samparka Soudha, Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar,
Bengaluru. Proposal No. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 [Form - A].

Ref.: 1.  Onlineapplication no. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 submitted in PARIVESH
portal of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change dated
09.05.2021

2. Online application no. FP/KA/RAIL/142190/2021 [Form - A Part -1]
resubmitted in PARIVESH portal of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change dated 05.04.2022

3. PCCF (HoFF), GoK letter no. KFD/HoFF/A5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC dated
30.09.2024

4.  GoK letter no. FEE/252/FLL 2024(E) dated 04.11.2024 (Stage - 1
proposal)

5. MOoEF&CC, Gol, Regional Office, Bengaluru letter no. 4-KRC 1497/2024-
BAN/483 dated 03.12.2024.

6. PCCF (HoFF), GoK letter no. KFD/HoFF/A5-4(GFL)/14/2021-FC dated
18.12.2024.

7. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/55 dated
24.03.2025;

8. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/56 dated
24.03.2025;

9. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/57 dated
27.03.2025

10. Meeting with PCCF/FC dated 22.04.2025;

11. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 dated
30.04.2025

12. This office letter K-RIDE/Projects/BSRP/Depot/Forest/58 dated
30.04.2025

13. MOoEF & CC letter no. 4.KRC 1497/2024-BAN dated 08.07.2025;

14.  Your office letter A4/DCF/BRD/KRIDE/CR-8/2022-23 dated 20.08.2025;

15. This office letter K RIDE/ Projects/ BSRP/ Depot/ Forest/ 58
dated 23.09.2025;

Samparka Soudha, 1'st Floor, Opp. Orian Mall, Ph: +81 080-24482800
Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar 1st Block, Bangalore - 560010 Email : mdkride@gmail.com

Reg. Office: { CIN : UEOTO0KA2000SGC028171
» ® www.kride.in
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With reference to the subject and in continuation to the letter cited at reference no. (15)
above, it was informed under query number 5 that the Certificate of Encumbrance-Free
Land of the compensatory land of 46 acre in sy. no. 65 of Sasalu village, Doddaballapur
Taluk, would be submitted upon its issuance by the Deputy Commissioner, Bengaluru
Rural. In this regard, the Deputy Commissioner, Bengaluru Rural has issued the Certificate
of Encumbrance-Free Land, along with the consent from the Additional Directorate of Land
Records (ADLR), Doddaballapura. The same is enclosed as Annexure - 1, and its English
translation is enclosed as Annexure - 2.

Encl: As above

Yours sincerely

gy

General Manager, SEMU

CC: 1. PCCF (HoFF), GoK
2. CF, Bengaluru Division
3. GM Depot K-RIDE
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Annex ave —d ANNEXSRE-2TyL

Translated Copy

E Comp No-830553
File no- BRDC-REVOFOR/36/2025-FOR Dated 13.10.2025.

TO,

The Directors (P & P),

Railway Infrastructure Development Company (Karnataka) Limited,
Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar,

Bengaluru.

Dear sir,

Subject: Issuance of Encumbrance free Certificate in respect of land measuring
46.00 acres situated in Survey No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapur Taluk, Bangalore Rural District

Reference: Letter from the Tahsildar, Doddaballapur Taluk, No. THD-
LNDSOLND3413/2025, dated 13.10.2025

With reference to the above subject and citation, it is stated that in respect of the
land measuring 46.00 acres in Survey No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur
Taluk, an Encumbrance Free Certificate has been issued indicating that there is no
outstanding liability on the said land.

However, as per the communication received from the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India, it was mentioned that a
road exists within the said land. Accordingly, re-examination of the matter was
undertaken as per the directions of the MoEF&CC.

Upon verification, a survey report and map were prepared for the said 46.00 acres
in Sasalu Village, and it has been confirmed that no road exists within the area handed
over to the Forest Department. The surveyors have submitted a detailed sketch along
with the letter from Assistant Director of Land Records.

Further, the Tahsildar, Doddaballapur Taluk, has also submitted a factual report
confirming that there is no road within the 46.00 acres of land in Sy. No. 65, Sasalu Village,
Sasalu Hobli, which was handed over to the Forest Department.

Therefore, the report submitted by the Tahsildar, Doddaballapur Taluk, is
enclosed herewith for your kind perusal and further necessary action.

Yours faithfully
Digitally signed by

A B BASAVARAJU
Deputy Commissioner
|2 Date 13.10.2025
'~/ Bengaluru Rural District




Translated Copy

E-2023114 Date: 13.10.2025

To

The Tahsildar,
Doddaballapur Taluk,
Doddaballapur.

Respected Madam,

Subject: Issuance of Encumbrance-Free Certificate in respect of land measuring 46.00
acres situated in Survey No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk.

Reference: Your office letter No. LNDSOLND2/3384/2025

With reference to the above subject and citation, it is stated that an Encumbrance-
Free Certificate has been issued in respect of the land measuring 46.00 acres in Survey
No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk, indicating that there is no
outstanding liability on the said land.

In this regard, the file was forwarded to the Surveyor for necessary measurement.
The Surveyor has received the file and prepared a map for the area measuring 46.00 acres
in Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli. Upon verification, it has been found that there is no road
passing through the said 46.00 acres handed over by the Forest Department.

As reported by the Surveyor, the map prepared has been enclosed herewith. The
complete file is now being returned to your office for further action as per rules.

With regards,

(Digitally Signed)
MOHAN KUMARA C
Assistant Director of Land Records
Doddaballapur Taluk
Doddaballapur

Date: 13.10.2025

ﬂ, c Time: 12:01:37
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Translated Copy

E Comp. No.: 866544  File No.: THD-LNDSOLND2/3413/2025-LND

To,

Deputy Commissioner,

Bengaluru Rural District,
Beerasandra Village, Kundana Hoblj,

Devanahalli Taluk.
Dear sir,
Subject: Issuance of Encumbrance-Free Certificate in respect of land measuring
46.00 acres situated in Survey No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli,
Doddaballapur Taluk.

Reference: 01) Your office letter No. 830553
02) Assistant Director of Land Records Letter No. 2023114

With reference to the above subject and citations, it is stated that as per
reference (1), an Encumbrance-Free Certificate has been issued in respect of the land
measuring 46.00 acres in Survey No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur
Taluk, indicating that there is no outstanding liability on the said land.

In this regard, the matter has been examined, and as per reference (2), a report has
been obtained. Upon verification, it has been confirmed that no road passes through the
said 46.00 acres of land in Survey No. 65, which has been handed over by the Forest
Department. The Surveyor has also submitted a detailed report along with the sketch for
reference.

Accordingly, a factual report is hereby submitted for your kind perusal, confirming
that no road exists within the 46.00 acres of land handed over to the Forest Department
in Survey No. 65, Sasalu Village, Sasalu Hobli, Doddaballapur Taluk.

Yours faithfully

(Digitally Signed)
VIBHA VIDYA RATHOD
Date: 13.10.2025

Tahsildar

I; Doddaballapur Taluk







