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"The Ministry has come across several instances where grant of forest clearance under
(Conservation) Act, 1980 is pending for want of clearance from the Standing Committee of the NB
projects falling within Eco-sensitive zones of the protected areas or within 10km distance fm_-_'.-
Eco-Sensitive Zones are not notified). Many a time, cases of forest clearance got unduly delayed fo
resulting into unwarranted pendency of forest clearance cases. Further, clearance from __
Committee of the NBWL, is granted under the provisions of Wildlife (Protection) Act,
altogether different from the provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. Taking cognizz
the matter was examined in this Ministry, and it is decided that approval being granted un
(Conservation) Act, 1980 will not be linked to the grant of clearance from the Standing C
NBWL except in cases where land proposed for diversion falls within protected areas fo

of the Hon'ble supreme court is required.”
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T am writing in the context of diversion of 70.201 ha forest land in district Saharanpur for
Rporkie-Chhusmalpor-Saharanpur-Yamuenanagar section of NH-73 and Cirharaatpur-Ganeshpur
section of NH-72A in the state of U.P. and Uttarakiand,

The proposal was recommended by the siate government vide letier dated 31. 07.2017 and
sorwarded to Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Lucknow, for grant of in-principle e approval, The Chigf
Congervator of Forest (), MoEF&CC, BO, Luckaow, vide letter daied 14.8.2017 ralzed some’
ohservations af para no ix 23 " portion of the rwad jalls in eco-sensitive weme of Raju¥ Nutionai Park of
Uittarakhand end cosevents of Chief WildhE Warden, Ditaruthard, are inciuded in the proposal” (Copy
enclosed).

Chief Wildiife Warden, Uttarakhand, vide letter dated 7.9.2017 (Copy emﬂimk.d) 5ougzit-
clarification from MoBEF&CC, New Dethi, and o whether the dispensation pmv:ded vide MOE F&{,Ci
letter Mn.§-64/2013/FC dated 20.8.2014 (copy enclosed) will be applicable for the sald pe oject,

It is submirted that the 3aid ¢ meoject does not require envivonment Clearance as per MOEREZCC
DM dazed 22.8.2013 and hence also clearance of NBWL for the exx )—'*‘F;?:iééi‘,;v-* aqed.

MoRF&CC had already granted excrnpiion for obiainieg NBWL desrance for eoo-sensitive
areas for oder MHAT gmja:g:ts stch a8, Haridwar-Nagina Section of NH-74, G &iaapqsm—" hahpura-
Jaharpur-Higdol-Wainwa-Unlava(newly doclared SH-14815), Balschera-Ha stpian Section of WH-
541, falling within cco-sensitive zone as enviconment clearance s not required In zll teese caves.

In light of above, it IS reqgested o B3sse suitable clarification/direction fo Chief Wildlife
Warden, Uttarakhand, regarding non-applicabitity of clearance for eco-sensitive avea,
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Sir,

This is in reference to your letter No. 2247 dated 20.01.2017 on the captioned proposal, It is
submitted that the length of the project is 76.201 km, existing ROW is. 30-60 meter. and the proposed
ROW is 45-120 meter. The above-mentioned diversion proposal falls under Shivalik Forest Division,
Saharanpur (5 t0 ¢ Km distance from the boundary of Rajaji National Park) and & Social Forestry
Division, Saharanpur. This is a widening of existing carriage way to 4/2-laning of Roorkee-Chutmalpur-
Saharanpur-U.P./Haryana Border section of NH-73 & Chutmalpur-Ganeshpur section of NH72A in the state
of UP & Uttarakhand.

"It may be mentioned that the said project does not attract EIA Notification, 2006 in the light of
MOEF OM dated 22.8.2013. Hence, this project does not require prior envirenment clearance.

MOEF&CC vide letter dated 26.8,2015 and 22.08.2013 (Copies enclosed), “clarified that
recommendation of Standing Commitice, NBWL, as a part of environment clearance, is not trequired.
Accordingly, proposal returned to the State Govi. The copy of MOEF&CC circular dated-20.8.2014
regarding delinking of FC with NBDL and also the guide lines for seekmg SCNBWL clearances for the
activities out side the PA are also enclosed.

The instant diversion proposal is 5-6 Km away from the RINP boundary and similar in nature,
hence, it neither requires EC nor of SBWL or SCNBWL.

It is, therefore, requesied fo treat this proposal in the similar line as was done in the proposal for
diversion of 12 ha and 59.65 ha forest land from Borail Reserve. The forest land is outside protected area in
the light of MOEF OM dated 22.8.2013.
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F.No. 3-11013/41 /2006-T2-3X{I}{pary>
Government of India
tinistry of Envirenment, Forests and Climate Change
1A Division

SIndira Parvavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Raod, Aligani,
New Delhi-110 003

Cated the 200 Au gust, 20104
OFFICE MEMORAMNDUM

Subject: Consideration of development projects located within 16
BB of National Fark arrch Sanctuaries seeking
enviromnmental clearance under ELA Motification, 2006 —
ciarification regarding.

This Ninistry vide Circwlar Nod-11011/7/200G4-TA THT) (Part) dated
xR ?007 and  Office Memorandum{OM) No.J-11013/41/2006-1A.11{1}
Stk L1 2.200% clarified procedure for consideration of gevelopmental
[ DL e tc Iu: Atedh within L0 km of Protected Areas {PAs), L.e., National Parks
aonk Witd-tife Sanctuaries end also involving wild-life hab—'rta-t, for grant of
arvddrarrrerital clearance (BC) under £FA Notification, 2000, The aforesaid
circutar ; OM were Jnter-aliz issued pursuant o Supreme Court Order dated

Ao 2000 in WoRL.(C) No 460 of 2004, It is noted that the last line of the

amu bdld Circular dated 27.02.2007 states that " . shall be ancorged
sovironmental clearance subject to  their PFroject Proponents obdaining
a._h_...;mm. e oundsr the Wildlife {Protection) Act, 197.2; a conditieon to this effoct

*ing stipulated explicitly in the clearance letter”. The phrase, “obiaingg
sheonane s undor the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 19727, in the Circuiar rogay e
rawd az tpoior clearance from the Stending Committes of the National Boarg
For Wild-tre. :

20 Dver a peariod of time, this Ministry has notified a number of Eoo

sensifive Zones (ESZs) around PAs. Many of development activities sre

probibited [/ oregulated in these ESZs as per the notifications issued for thalr

conshibution It may be noted that, for regulated activities requicineg oror
ECa withirn .:.L.!Ch E5Zs prior clearance of the Standing Corrmmittee of NESwWL
vl e regquued in view  of  gforesaild  Supreme Cowrt Order  dated
N4 12,2000, the only difference being that the Lll%faﬂﬂ Of LD kim o ogeegs
cunstitirad by the boundary imits of such ESZs. :

i Wilh o owivew U facilitating early deciston making by the Standing
Comenuties Of MNEBWE Iin respect of development rojects requiring pror Wo
it et within 10 km of PAs / within the ES7Zs around PAs, the folflowing
procedure has been decided: - :
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Winhile prescribing TORs for such projects requiring prior E{.,',)
henceforth, additional TORs as per Annexure shall be
mandatarily incorporated in the TORsS.

Copies of TORs issued to such pro;ects shall be endorsed to the
Witdlife Division of the Ministry.

After examining a proposal for EC, the concerned EAC would
make appropriate recommendations and in case it recommends
the propesal for EC, it would forward the case along with
detailed Information obtained from the Project Proponent on
issues as brought out in the Annexure, to the wWildiife Division
‘who would get the matter placed before the Standing Committee
- of NBWL for obtaining their recarmmmendations on the proposal.
In the meetings of Standing Committee of NBWL wherein such
proposals will be considered, the Standing Committee may invite
the Chief Wiidlife Warden of the concerned State to give views
an the proposal in the meeting.

The Wildlife Division may thereafter record the
racommendations of the Standing Committee of NBWL on the
propasal and return the case to the 1A Bivision far further
processing and obtaining approval of the Lompctent Authority
on the issue -of grant of EC to the proy;ct

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

%@p ‘(}/f"'{si b

{Dr. Sat!sh C Garkoti)

Director
Enc. Annexure ) f?/ :
‘ L

Copy tor:

1. Al the officers of IA Division

2.  Chairperson/ Member Secretaries of all the SEIAAs/SEACE

3. Chairman of all the Expert Appraisal Committees

4, Chaftrman, CPCB

5. Chairpersons/ Member Secretaries of. all SPCBs/ UTPC(‘«

G IGF{WL), MoEF&CC

Copy for inforomation:
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PS o MOS(Independent Chalge)
PPS to Secretary (E&F)

PPS to AS (55)

website, MoOEF

Guard File
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: : Annexurs
Form for providing information for consideration of Standing

Com mittese of NBWL

; i Matne andg area (ha. ) of national park/sancluary involved

"rer-of forest In which the proposed area falls.
3 Conservation value/oritical wiltHife habitats in tht:;‘ A,

4. Prevabent land use catogories within 10km distance/ 52 around tha

PAL
S 1s any project of similar nature already located within 10km of the P40
Posiiidan vy, Bmed wrouid the A2 IF s, pdessne fgive the following daegaeits

~opdaratety for each projpece.

Mame of Project
Distance from PA
w1z (Capacity/output in abpr‘-opriate LUnits}

impact if any onthe conservation status -of PA perceived

5. Provide  your assessment of the likely POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE
impact/s  of the proposed Pproject  giving scientific ang  taedchnlcal
Justification for @ach impact.

7. Whether the project applicant has ever committed viotation of

waled 1ife (Protection) Act, 1972 or Forest Consorvation Act, 198
ihe past. 17 yes, provide the detaits of tha offences and the present
status of each case,

Bl

Wy o

& Have your examined the project Appraisal document  and L
alternatives as provided in 80 application form?
2



-2-

2. Any infornmation that woﬁid like to bring to the notice of the National
Board for Wildlife-or-its Standing Commitiee that may be relevant and
assist in decision making.

10. Do you recommend the project? _
{please provide full justification to support your recormmendation)

13 Conditions, if any, to be _ensurécl in the interest of protection and
conservation of the PA for according EC to the project?

Chief Wwildlife Warden




Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Wildlife Division) '
6" Floer, Vayu Wing
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj

_ New Delhi-110003
F.No.6-43/2015 WL -

Dated: 26™ August 2015

The General Manager,

National Highways Authority of [ndia,
(5-5 &6, Sector-10,

Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

Sub: Diversion of 12 ha of forestland from Borail Reserve for upgradation of 4-ianning
Balacheri-Harangajao section within Dima Hassao district for km 244.00 to km
27500 of NH-54(E) under EW Corridor, Assam.

Ref: Letter No.11013/1/2k/Env./159 dated 6" May 2015 from General M.magu

(Envlronment), NHAL New Delhi.

Sir,

In accordance with vour letter cited in above reference regarding subject matter, said
proposal does not attract EIA Notification, 2006. In this context, the recommendation of
Standing Committee of NBWL as part of Environmental Clearance 1s not required. Hence your
pmposal 1s being returned to vou,

Yours faithfully

R. Epi:z\bkmz,
(Rajasekhar Ratti)

Scientist ‘C'/Deputy Director {(WL)
rdttl@gov mn

Copy to: The Chief Wildlife Warden, Gevernment of Assam, Guwahati.



_ Sir,

F. No. §-64/2013-FC

Government of iadia
Ministry of Eavitonment, Forests and Climate Change
(FC Division)
o fe

indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

. Aliganj. Jorbagh Road.

' New Dethi - 110003

Date: 19" Augusi. 2014

To . ;
" The Principal Secrctary (Forests), ' -

All Slgtch_T Governments,

Sub:  Guidelines regarding de-linking of grant of forest clearance from the clearance from the -
Standing Commitiee of the Nationai Board for Witdlife (NBEWL).

{ am directed to inform that, The Ministry has come across several instances where grant of
forest clearance under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 is pending for want of clearance from the
Standing Committee of the NBWL for the projects falling within Eco-sensitive zones of the
protected areas or within 10 Km distance from PA’s{where Eco-Sensitive zones are not notified).
Many a time, cases of forest clearance got unduty delayed for fong time resukting into unwarranted
pendency of forest clearance cases. Further, clearance from the Standing: Committee of the NBWL,
is granted under the provisions of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 which is altogether different from
the provisions of the Forest (Conservatlon) ‘Act, 1980. Taking cagnizance of this fact, the matter was
examincd in this Ministry, and it i3 decided that approval being granted under the Forest
{Conservation) Act, 1980 will not be linked to the grant of clearance from the Standing Commitice
of the NBWL except in cases where [and proposed for diversion falls within protecied areas for
which prior approval of the Hon'ble supreme court is required.

This issucs with the approval of competent authority.
Yours faithfully,

(M. Rajlamar)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:-
4 The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, All StatefUT Gouemmems
2. The Addl PCCF {Central), AH Regional Offices of the MoEF&CC.
3. The Nadal Officer {FCA), Office of the PCCF, All State/UT Governments.
4. Director (BKS¥Digestor (ROHQ)Y/ AIGF {FC). : .
5. Sr. PPS to DGF&SS, PS to Addl. DGF, PS to KGF(FC)
6. Monitoring cell, FC Dmsuon MoEBF&CC, New Delhl
7. Guard File.




No.1-20/2014/ WL
Government of India .
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change

{wildlife Division)
Indira ParyavaranBhawan,
Jorbagh Road,
New Delhs
Dated: 26" September.2014

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

sub:  Consideration of deveiopment projects located within 10 km of National Park and
Sanctuaries seeking environmental clearance under EIA Notification, 2006- Q..
issued by IA Division providing clarification-reg.

A copy of O.M. NoJ-11013/41/2006-18-1{ (1) |part] dated 20Y Augusl, 2014 i
enclosed for reference and necessary action.

2, The need ofrecommendation of Standing Committee of NBWL for the projects
locatedautside the limits of National Parks or Wildlife Sanctuaries is not governed by the
Wildiife {Protection] Act, 1972.

N As apparent from the Office Memorandum enclosed, the requirement of clearance
for such projects from the Standing Committee of NBWL is part of Environmem Clearance
{EC) process pursuant to the Supreme Court Order dated Q4/12/2006 in WP (c } 460/2004.
The process for referring the cases to Standing Committes of NBWL in Minstry of EF&CC
Law acenrdinaly been alaborated in O.M. dated 20" August, 2014 (enclosed).

2 Itis requested that the Office Memorandum enclosed with this clariflication may be
made available to 3l the subordinate offices.and public so that any proposals of clearance of
NBWI for Eavironment Clearance (FC) cases lotated in the areas oulside National Parks and
Sanctuaries are not taken up for processing at the State level. Wherever applicable, the
proposals will be referred Lo Slanding Committes of NBWL within the Ministry itself as
detailed inpara 11 Lo IV of the Office Memorandum. Frojeclt propanents approaching the
Forest Departments in this respect may be advised accordingly.

5 This is for information and rnecessary action.  This communication may be given
!

g amiate publicity. ! ATt

LE e

IML '\..;"
{Mi.L.Srivastava)
Dy. Inspecior General of Foresls
Tele: 017 2469 5355
Cnclosure:Office Memorandum dtd. 20" August, 2014

it

1. The Principal Secretaries
All states/UTs Forests Departments.

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
and Chief Wildlife Wardens
All States/UTs Forests Departments.

Copy to: )

i} PSto MOS(IC)EF&CC
i) PPSto Secy.(EF&CC)
ii) PPSto DGF&SS
i) PPS 1o JS {AT)

v} PPS tol5(AS)
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¥ F.No. 3-11013/41/2006-TA.XX{1) {part)
% Government of India .
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change
T R Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
a B Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
s e New Delhi-110 003

AR A A

Dated 4" September, 7014
Dffice Memorandum

3 Subject: JConsideration of development projects located within

' 10km of WNational Park and Sanctuaries seeking

R eavironmental clearance under EIA Notification, 2006-
O.M. issued by IA Division providing clarification-reg.

~ Reference File No. 1-20/2014/WL regarding process related to
Environment Clearance cases around protected areas. On this jile, Wildiife
Division had proposed action to be taken by the Impact Assessment
Divisign.

P £ The Impact Assessment Division took action in the matier with the
b ' approval of Secretary (EF&CC) and an OM No. 3-11013/41/2006-
¥ TA T (Part) dated 20" August, 2014 was issued. [t has been decided to
: kg, Bl file of Wildlife Division as referred ahove in the Impact
b Assessment Division and endorse copy of OM to Wildlife Division. '

. Accordingly, the undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy
of above referred Office Memorandum dated 20" August, 2014 on the
subject mentioned above fer Kind information and further necessary
action. A copy of entire file is also enclosed.

Ercl: as above. Al
Y o gt
T {Dr, S.C.Garkotig
LA ' : ' Scientist 'F’

- Inspector General of Forest{Wildlife)
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Al aany, Jor Bargh Road,
New Delhi-110 003

; Copy for information:
. I LA A
: Y A
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HLIT. 2559 (5).-4ET WHR &, ARG GFRK A wawor IR a7 Hye §
T (FREeT) XA, 1986 & T 5 ¥ sufagw (3) ¥ @3 (@) ¥ wry ufed
TR (FTHTOT) HREEH, 1986 FT URT 3 Y UURT (2) F @S (5) AR FURT
(1) ¥ 3rthw sl sifergoen dear wam, 1533 (30 ol 14 fidex, 2006 @
frder e § & 5@ 3Rgeen &y & Al @ & 7% uRissEnt o e
HREAT A7 et # Felieg [9qgHn aRiseel a1 FEead § Fear ar
sryfahEmor & for e saaEds & v afrar a1 fienfdr & afeds
3 ar 3eag fRATT, ART ¥ TR O steT A ourRufy 3RET W Ol 39
FOfaA & arr 3 B U (3) F 3 FOY TER ER §Fa9 §9 F
afsd 5T TR 9gEeT dua BuRer witewer fr 3ud Rl ot &
IFTETOT A O wAteRvr T % weene & g R S

A AT WHR & gOEr AR g9 'Aaew & gaEEn, g9t Wk e
s & ofEeenst & v ey el wee & § d@9ig geiaRor
Furg fAURoT 3RRpEE, 2006 % 3wsyl 7 AT = & RBr sptew ae
g, 21-270/2008-3m$T.0n, a1 REeR, 2012 3R soeror #R a7 F9wg &
WA SRl % Heu A FAied WO at@ 7 wEdl, 2011 gERT §eE,
(weRer AR @ aur ae AR deafaE), g amaer B osmgstar §
32 TIUT HIATY & 95 F°rar oT

R AR ¥ et & P (SR A Tw BuA qaeRer g G
- AP & AR 60 T F AWHTFR AT 200 BeieT wer Te@ART fawar
afareaat & foaw agrazer e fr et w1 gERET w e ar

T WA & Farem & woel RO wga & & ¥ AR 3w iR W
iR & Toae SR TREeeat FF R{ErRer S 3mem R goieer @Eng
fruier @ g & & ARy &1 § ar aaAre RArar oRaEeEt & e gareer



TEY IRANET Asd RN, % Aaew B d9ume wooee A Swer &
FER AR B o wear § 3t oefator Bl i aner ¥ weu o IRR R
fawriRer &1 & = 100 Tareifier a@ o woant sfrsmmt & Rear e
FaeTT AEIRFR 9 fegam WEoh W 40 e a% s 1t e W
60 #iex a1 39-AT @ Hftgmer i oRF & @ wS § ey # &

A wfafy & ROE i wier iR a9 Ao i o & o ¥ | me &
FOTAT d. F1. 3. 3067(3) Iw 1 feEex, 2009 zEwr msh uww weAn
e RSt s Qe 39 aREesmt & s ugrdr asf (1000 Hex
TrRTETE) HR oiifeufada w0 & d@agedw st & §, W oewer gwna
freitor Hfgeer 2006 ® ¢ varad s & S ¢ |
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FET Ao F. 21 -270/2008-3Ew.m, ardr@ 11 ﬁ-aa? 2012 garm NS 3T
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3, HE, PO UIHR, T (4 )ﬁmwssa:ﬁwsa:mﬁm
(4) & T gfesad  TAEROT (TieTon) HiOTRTA, 1986 Hr URT 3 #Y ITURT (2) F
WS (5) HT ITUR (1) TERT woEd AT O A §U, HRA TEHEE F
THERET HX g #Frerg i KRNI H. FLA. 1533(3) SR 14 fAdey, 2006
ﬁmﬁmsﬂ:mﬁm“%w@)%mﬂwm%aﬁmﬁ&@nﬁa
2 & v fafataa it auus = §, awiq -

2. 3Fq HUgar H.-
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'(i)'ﬁﬁrw*mmaﬂﬁﬁwm%,mmmwmm
framromat & A9 A OvE wiwed iy AR vt w1 efesast o
rarrerdl F AR F, To9 TR e et afafE, s it Ry
qfEeETaHt @ frarset & ReaR ar smyeEheer an somg s 7 aReds
39 afiierr a1 fpamrony, e fv o safavoln st $faa f g &, &
way A ol @ AuRer RO (@3mge) R A F R wslt gued
yaiaeely At ® RRE wE e fRed R e B § e @
FIUReT #X WA eew R ar Eia Ty TR Jihee ofafy Rk
Wees T&T 1/9%01F # & 7% IS F 3N @ e deea Jees qEnn
TETEE Ry & wue § B Tewe wiwew @i @ w@sfie Tsw &
HiFee AT & FREY 39 TNy GEN TUW ¥EOT O Hefed fORNs Hiswenst
afafa o @&dftg usw T fdvw yives @Al @ Ewme wAmr A,
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[To be published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part I, Section 3,
Sub-section(ii)]

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 22™ August, 2013

S5.0. 2559 (E).- Whereas by notification of the Government of India in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests vide number S.0.1533(E), dated the 14"
September, 2006 issued under sub-section (1} and clause (v) of sub-section
{(2) of section (3) of the Environment (Protection} Act, 1986 read with clause
{d) of sub-rule {3) of rule 5 of the Environment {FProtection) Rules, 1988, the
Central Government directed that on and from the date of its publiication, the
required construction of new projects or activiies or the expansion or
modernization of existing projects or activities listed in the Schedule to the
said natification entailing the capacity addition with change in process or
technology and or product mix shall be undertaken in any part of India only
after prior environmental clearance from the Central Government or as the
case may be, by the State level Environment Impact Assessment Authority,
duly constituted by the Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3
of the said Act, in accordance with the procedure specified therein;

And whereas the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment
and. Forests had constituted a High Level Committee under the Chairmanship’
of Member (Environment and Forests and Science and Technology), Planning
Commission, vide OM No.21-270/2008-1A.HI dated the 11" December, 2012
to review the provisions of Environmental Impact Assessment Notification,
2006 relating to granting Environmental Clearances for Roads, Buildings and

. Special Economic Zone projects and provisions under the OM dated the 7"
February, 2012 issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests regarding
guidelines for High Rise Buildings; '

And whereas one of the terms of reference (ToR) of the Committee
was to review the requirement of Environmental Clearance for highway
expansion projects upto the right of way of 60 meters and length of 200 kms
under Environmental impact Assessment notification;

And whereas the Committee has submiited its report to the Ministry
and on this ToR, the Committee has recommended exempting highway
expansion projects from the requirement of scoping and that Environmental
Impact Assessment or Environment Management Plan for highway expansion
projects may be prepared on the basis of model ToRs to be posted on
Ministry’s website and in respect of requirement of environmental clearance,
the Committee has recommended that expansicn of Natiocnal Highway
projects up to 100 kms involving additional right of way or land acquisition
upto 40 mits on existing alignments and 80 mis on re-alignments or by-passes
may be exempted from the preview of the notification;



And whereas the report of the Commiitee has been examined in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests. Earlier, vide notification $.0.3067(E),
dated the 1% December 2009 all State Highway expansion projects, except
those in hilly terrain (above 1000 m AMSL) and ecologically sensitive areas,
have already been exempted from the purview of the Environmental Impact
Assessment notification, 2006.

And whereas, keeping inter-alia in view the foregoing, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests has decided to accept the aforesaid
recommendations of the High Level Committee constituted vide OM No.21-

~ 270/2008-1A 11, dated the 11" December 2012;

Now, therefore in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1)
and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 (29 of 1988) read with sub-rule (4) of rule (5) of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1988, the Central Government hereby makes the following
further amendment to the notification of the Government of India, in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests number S.0. 1533(E), dated the 14"
September, 2006 after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under
clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of the said rule 5 in public interest, namely:-

Z. In the said notification, -

(@) in paragraph 7, in sub-paragraph |l for item (i}, the following item shall
be substituted, namely:-

‘(i) "Scoping’refers to the process by which the Expert Appraisal
Committee in the case of Category A ’'projects activities, and State level
Expert Appraisal Committee in the case of Category 'B1’projects or activities,
including applications for expansion or modernization or change in product
mix of existing projects or activities, determine detailed and comprehensive
Terms of Reference (TOR) addressing all relevant environmental concerns for
the preparation of an Environment lmpact Assessment (EIA} Report in respect
of the project or activity for which prior environmental clearance is sought and
the Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expert Appraisal Committee
concerned shall determine the terms of reference on the basis of the
information furnished in the prescribed appiication Form 1 or Form 1A
inctuding terms of reference proposed by the applicant, a site visit by a sub-
group of Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expert Appraisal
Commitiee concerned only if considered necessary by the Expert Appraisal
Committee or State Level Expert Appraisal Committee concerned, terms of
Reference suggested by the applicant if furnished and other information that
may be available with the Expert Appraisal Committee or State Level Expert
Appraisal Committee concerned:

Provided that the following shall not require Scoping-

1

(i) = all projects and activities listed as Category ‘B’ in item 8 of the
Schedule (Construction or Township or Commercial Complexes or
Housing};



(ii}_ all Highway expansion projects covered under ént-ry (i) of column
(3) and column {4) under sub-item (f) of item 7 of the Schedule:

Provided further that-

A.  the projects and activities referred to in clause (i) shali be apprised
on the basis of Form | or Form IA and the conceptual plan;

B.  The projects referred to in clause (i) shall prepare EIA and EMP
report on the basis of model TOR specified by Ministry of
Environment and Forests; '

- {b) in the Schedule, against sub-item (f) of item 7, in column (3), for the enfry
(i), the following entry shall be substituted, namely:-

“(iy  Expansion of National Highways greater than 100 km involving
additional right of way or land acquisition greater than 40m on
existing alignments and 60m on re-alignments or by-passes.”

[F.No. 21-270/2008-IA.111}

Ajay Tyagi
Joint Secretary to the Government of India

Note; The principal rules wére published in the Gazette of india,
Extraordinary, Part I, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) vide notification number 5.0.
1533(E), dated the_14th September, 2006 and subsequently amended as
follows;- '

1.8.0. 1737 (E), dated the 11" October, 2007;

2. 5.0. 3067 (E), dated the 1* December, 2009;

3. 5.0. 695 (E), dated the 4™ April, 2011;

4. 5.0. 2896 (E), dated the 13" December, 2012; and
5. 8.0.674(E), dated the 13" March, 2013






