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FPAMILNADL FOREST DEPARTMENT

I'rom To
=ubrat Mohapatra, LE.S The Additional Chief Secretary to
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, {Fovernment,

(Head of Forest Foree) Environment. Climate Change and

Forest Head Quarters Building, Guindy- Forest Depariment,
Velachery Main Road. Guindv. Chennai-32.  Secretariat, Chennai 9.

L. No. TS3/19762/°2027 Dated: 01.03.2023.

Maddam,

Sub: Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 - Proposal for diversion of
0.03132 ha of forest land in Villeupuram Forest Division lor
laying of underground Optical Fiber Cable along road side of
Royandapuram to Melsirovallur road section via Perungolathur in
Thandammmpatiu-Sankarapuram ODR road across Pavunpipatiu
EF in Kallakuruchi I¥istrict in favour of the M's Reliance Jio
Infocomm Limited. Chennai - Forwarding of - Reg,

Reff 1. Onmline application upploaded by the User Ageney -
M/s Rehance Jie Infocomm Limited. Chennai - 4 Proposal No.
FP/TN/Oihers/38123/2019, dated 10.01.2019 snd resubmission
ol proposul on 26.06.2022

2. Parl-II of Form-A uploaded by the District Forest OlTicer,
Villupuram Division on 11.11.2022

3. Parl-1Il of Form-A uploaded by the Conservator of Foresis,
Villupuram Circle on 02.12.2022 and resubmission of proposal
on 18.02.2023

=Ty

I wish to state thal, Mfs Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited, No. 89,
Dr. Radhakrishnan Salui, Mylapore, Chennai - 4 has uploaded online forest cleamance
propasal under Section 2 of Forest {Conservation) Act. 1980 for diversion of 0.03132
hy of forest land in Villupuram Forest Division for laying of underground Optical
Fiber Cable along road side of Royandapuram to Melsiruvallur road scetion via
Perungolathur in Thandarampatm-Sankarapuram QDR road across Pavunyipattu RBF in
Villupuram  District {now in  Kallakurochi  District) under proposal No.
FPAITNAOthers38123/2019.



Brief details of the project are given helow.

i} The User Agency has uploaded the proposal in the preseribed format of Form
A - Part | - under Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of
fresh [prest area.

i1} 1n the short narrative of the proposal for which forest land is required. the
User Agency has reported that diversion of {orest land is required for laying of optical
fiber cable along road side of Rovandapuram to Melsinwvallur road section via
Perungolathur in Thandarampattu-Sankarapuram ODR road across Pavunjipatz RF in
Villupuram Dhstnct

iiiy Mfs Relisnce Jio Infocomm  Limited. having Office -at No. 89,
Dr. Radhukrishnan Salai, Mylapore, Chennaid has applied forest clearance proposal
and for applying forest clearance proposal autherisation has been issued to the State
Coordimate Ofhcer.

ivi Diversion of 0.03132 ha of forest has been requested in Villupuram Foresi
Division arca in crstwhile Villupuram District {now in Kallakuruchi District). Name
of the villape reported as Perungoluthur for 0.03132 ha forest arca and compaonent
wise break up reporied as Linear.

v) Location map of the [orest land proposed to be diverted in kmi file of geogle
carth, Scunned copy of Survey of India topo sheet indicating the boundary of forest
land propescd to be diverted. Scanned copy of Geo referenced location mup has been
[rmished.

vi} The user agency has proposed forest area diversion for laying of optical
fiber cable along road side of Royandapuram to Melsiruvallur road section via
Perungolathur in Thandaramparu-Sankarapuram ODE road across Pavunjipatiu RE in
Villupuram District 1o a Iength of 1044m (o treneh width of 0.30m. (Area 313.2 sq.m
or (03132 ha).

vii} The User Asency has stated that this project does not involve displacement
of people due 10 the project and not requircs clearance under the Environment
(Proleciion) Act, 1986,

vili) The user agency has stated that the project or part thereof is not located n
any protected arca or their Eeo sensilive cong,

in) The liser Apency has furmnished the certificale issued by the District

Collector. Eallakuruchi District aboul completion of process for scitlement of nghts



under Forest Rights Act, 2006 on the forest land proposed for diversion in Ret. No.
B7253972021. dated 21.06.2022

x) The user agency has fomished following certificates! undertakings’ details
under additional Information details scetion.

a) Cerlificd that. there is no work in violation of Vorest (Conservation) Act
1980 has been carried out in the project arca.

b) Certified that forest land requested is the mimmum reguired for the project
and all other alternatives have been examined and found not feasible,

c) Undertaking o pay the Net Present Value of forest land required for the
project,

d) Undertaking 10 pay the additional amount of Net Present Value of [ores
land demanded subsequenily,

2) To bear the cost of raising and maintenance of compensatory afforestation
arnd or penal compensatory afTorestation as well as cost of protection of plantation as
per the scheme prepared by the Government of Tamil Nadu in lieu of RIY land diverted
for the project and Lo deposit additional amount i any sugpested as amended owing (o
change 10 planting technique. enhancement in FSR el

fy Undertaking 1o pay the cosl along with any escalation for exploitation of
trees if any available in the alignment path.

g} Undertaking to bear the cost of lelling ol trees and trmnsportation cost of the
trees o be removed if any available in the alignment path.

h) Undertaking to lay the lease rent as fived by the Forest Department at the
time of sanetion along with any escalation for the subscquent years.

1) Certificate obtained from the Distriet Collector, Kallakuruchi about non-
availability of non-forest land for the project in Ref. No. B7/2529/2021, dated
21.06.2022

i} Area requirement for the project reported as 1044m length and 0.30m width
e, 3132 sg.m or 0.03132 ha.

1} The District Forest Offieer. Villupuram Division has forwarded the proposal
along with Sile Inspection report and recommendation of the proposal to the
Conservator of Forests, Villupuram Circle on 11.11.2022 through online.

clails fumnished in the Part-ll of Form A bv the District Forest Officer,
Villupuram Division is fumished below.



i} The legal stamus of the proposed site of diversion of 0.03132 ha of Torest land
requested for the project is Reserved Forests,

As per the site inspection report and recommendation of the projeet uploaded
by the Pistrict Forest Officer, Villupuram Division, name of the [orest land reported
as Pavumipaiiu Rl

ii} The District Forest Officer has reported that, density of the forest arca 15 0.2
and Feo class of Torest arca 1s bwo.

i) In the Part-il of Form-A, the Disinet forest Offfcer has reported that
species wise and girth class wise enumeration of trees n the area is NI

iv) On vulnerability of the forest land proposed for diversion. the Disiriet
Forest Officer has reporied that there is no valnerability to crosion.

v) The District Forest Officer has reported that Spotted deer. Wild boar, Hare,
Peacock ete.. are present in and around the forest land proposed lor diversion. The
forest arca proposcd for diversion is not forms part of National Park, Wildlife
Sanctuary. Bivsphere Reserve, Tiger Reserve, Elephant cornidor, Wildlife migration
corridor ctc.. and noi lovated within the eco-scnsitive zone of the protected arca
netified under Wildlife (Protection) Act. 1972 and not located within | km boundary
of NP'WLs etc.. lor the forest land proposed for diversion. There is no raref
endangerad / unique species of flora and fauna [ound in the area.

vi} There is no protected archasological! heritage site/ delense establishment or
any other important monument is located in the area.

vii) Reguirement of forest land as proposcd by the User Agency is unavoidable
and barc minimum for the project and no work in violation of the Act or guidelines
has been carried out.

viii) As per Forest Conservation Act, 1980 guidelines under special provisions
for CA for cerain categories of schemes. CA shall be mised and maintained at the
cost of user agency on degraded forest land twice in extent of forest area diverted for
laying of telephone/optical fibre cable.

Far the proposed diversion of 0.03132 ha of lorest arca Compensatory
Afforestation scheme has been proposed for planting of 100 number of saplings m the
degraded forest arca identified in Thagarai RF at a total cost of Rs. 5.70.302/-

inchiding maintenance of plantation over a period of 10 years. Certificate regarding



suitability of compensatory afforestation land has been furnished in the project
proposal.

ix) In the site inspection report, (he District Forest Officer has stated that. site
inspection carried out on 07112022, Layimg of Oplical Fibre Cable proposed along
the high way road side from Ruyandapueam to Melsiravallur road section over a
distanve of 1044m across Puvunjipartu RY in Kallakuruchi District. It is exisling older
high way road. There is no tree lelling mvolved in this project. There is no hindrance
to the Flora and Fauna. There is no felling of spontaneous inec species. There is no
clephant corridor. Arca required for the project is 313.2 sqam or 0.03132 ha.

x} The District Forest Olficer, Villupuram Division has reported that, it is
public project. ‘I'his project is very cssential to cffective function of the neiwork
communication in future and henee recommended.

3} The Conservalor of Forests, Villupuram Circle has inspected the area on
24.11.2022 and in his recommendation has stated that the proposed laying of Optical
Fibre cable falls adjacent to existing road in Pavunjipaitu RF. hence this proposal
recommended.

4) The User Agency has requested forest area diversion for a period of
99 wears. The District Forest Officer. Villupuram Division has recommended this
proposal for the vear 2022 and Conservator of Forest, Villupuram Circle has
recommended the diversion of forest are for a period of 25 Years,

Based on the recommendation made by the Conservalor of Farests. for laying
ol underground Optical Fiber Cable work in the forest arca, diversion of forest land is
recommended for 25 vears,

3} In Government of India guidelines of Forest (Conscrvation) Acl, 1980 in F.
No, 3-32007-FC. dated 05.02.2009. full exemption for pavment of Net Present Value
lor underground laying of Optical Fibre Cable has been allowed for areas [alling
outside National Park/Sanctusry and there is no felling of ees is nvolved.

As per the demils [urnished by the Disttict Forest Officer. there is no tree
felling is involved in (his project proposal and area [ulls outside National Park/
Sanctuary, hence payment of Net Presen| Value of forest area may not be insisted.

) State CGovernmen| may accord diversion of forest land of less than one
bectare I each wase for non forestry purposes under the Forest (Conservation) Acl.

T980. for creation of critical development and security  related mfrastructure of



Government Depariments under the gereral approval of Section I of Porest
{Conservatiom} Act, 1980 guidelines.

In this casc, though the forest arca diversion is less than one hectare, the project
proponcntuser agency is a privale company. hence. approval of Government ol India
is required under Forest Conservation Act, 1980 for forest arca diversion to private
cnfity.

7} The proposal is sent herewith duly recommended by the Additional Principal
Chief ¢ onservalor of Forests (Forest Conservation Act) / MNodal Oflicer of Forest
{Conservation) Act, 1980 of the State of Tamil Nadu.

%) Based on the recommendation made by the District Forest Ofhicer,
Villupuram Division and Conservator of Forests, Villupuram (ircle, proposal
received from e Mz Relianee Jio Infocomm Limited, Chennai [or diversion of
0.03132 ha of forest land in Villupuram Forest Division for laying of underground
Optical Fiber Cable along road side of Royandapuram o Melsiruvallur road section
via Perungolathur in Thandarampatiy-Sankarapuram ODIE road across Pavinjipatiu
RF in Kallakuruchi District, sccking approval under Section 1 of Forest
{Conservation) Act, 1980 is fumished 10 the Government for consideration and
obtaining orders from the Government of India subject to the following conditions.

i) The lepal status of the diverted forest land remains unchanged.

iy Demarcation of the proposed lorest area shall be carried out by erecting 4
foet high cement concrete pillars, duly numbered. at the appropriate distance as
decided by the Distriet Forest Officer. Villuzpuram Division at the cost ol user agency.

iii} The user agency has o pay the cost towards compensatory afforestation
scheme selected in Thagarai RF of Villupuram Forest Division

v} The User Agency has 1o hear the additional amount of Net Prescnt Yalue
which will be fixed as per the guidelines of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India as fixed
by Forest Department o fulure.

v) Amount of Compensatory alloregtation scheme under the project shall be
tramslerred! deposited to CAMPA fund only through e-portal (hitps://parivesh.nic.in/).

vi) The User Agency has to pay the cost towards lease rent for the lorest arca
diversion period as fixed by the Forest Department at the time of sanction along with
any escalation for the forest land to be diverted of Lhe abaove projecl in future for the

enlire project period.



vil) The total forest aren utilized [or the project shall not exceeds 0.03132 ha
for laying Optical Fibre Cable taa length ol 1044m with a width of 0.30 m along the
existing road side of Royandapuram to Melsiruvaliur road section via Perungolathur
in Thandarampattu-Sankarapuram ODR road scross Pavunjipaitu RF in  Kallakuruchi
Lstrict,

viil) Period of leuse can be twenly five (25) vears. The User Agency has to
apply renewal propossl before one yeur of expiry of leuse with the State Forest
Depurtment,

9 1 request that, the proposal may be comsidered and forwarded to the
Government of India for oblaining concurrence for diversion of 0.03132 ha of forest
land in Villupuram Forest Division for faying of underground Optical Fiber Cuble
along road side of Rovandapyram to Melsirovallur road section via Pernmgolathur in
Thandarsmpattu-Sankarapuram ODR road scross Pavunjipattu RI in  Kallakuruchi
District in favour of Més Reliance Fio Infocomm Limited, No. 89, Dr. Radhakrishnan
Salai, Mvlapore. Chennai -4 fora period of 25 years:

Encl: As siated above,

- Yours faithiully

/gw; “?’I 2233,

For Pr]nt:ip:'al Chicf Conservator of Forests

(Head ol Forest Foree)

i
9_1’.53]’-‘”"5



PART - IV

(To be [illed in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of Foresis or
Head of Forest Department)

Name of the work ; Forest (Conservation) Act. 1980 — Diversion of 0.03137 ha of
forest land in Villupuram Forest Division for laying of underground Optical Fiber
Cable along road side of Royandapuram to Melsitmvallur road section via
Perungolathur in Thandarampattu-Sankarapuram ODR road seross Pavunjipattu RF in
Kallakuruchi District in favour of the Més Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited, Chennaj -
Proposal MNo. FE/TNA Whers/38123/2019

[ 17 | Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of (he State Dores |
Department [or accepiance or otherwise of the proposal with remarks

| (While giving opinion. the adverse comments made by concerned |
| Conservator of Forests or Deputy Conservator of Forests should be |
| categoncally reviewed and critically commented u pon,

Signature -

Name Designation - Tmt. V. Karunapriva, LES.

Additional Principal Chiel Conservator of Foreszs

{Forest Conservation Act), Ofo the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force), Chennai.

Date - _ﬁ-t.lr -02-2023
Place: Chennai-32.



