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TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

From To

Subrat Mohapatra, LE.5.. The Additionsl Chief Secrctary 1w
Principal Chiel Conservalor of Forests. Covernment,

{Head of Forest Force) Environment, Climate Chunge and Forest

Forest Head Quoorters Bwolding, CGuindy-  Department,
Velschery Main Road, Guindy, Chennai - 15, Secrctanat. Chennai 9.
O, Mo, TS3197a02022 Dated:: 2802 2123,

Macam,

Sub:  Forest (Conservation} Act. 1980 - Proposal for diversion of L0435 ha
of forest lond in Villupuram Forest Division for laving of underground
optical fiber cable along road side of Rishivandivam to Poondi Eraivur
and Adhivur to Eraivur road section in Rishivandivam to Nemili road
across  Seedevi RF i Kallakurnchi Dhistrict in favour of the
Mz Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited. Chennai - Forwarding of - Reg.

Rel: |. Online proposal eploaded by the User Agency - Mis Reliance Jin
Infocomm Limited. Chennai - 4 Proposal Noo FPRTN/Others!
381272019, dated [7001.2019 and resubmission of proposal on
16.02.2019 26.06,2022 & 28.10.2022.

2. Parl-Il of Form-A uploaded by the District Forest Officer,
Villypuram Division on 18.01.2023

=,

3. Parm-li of Form-A uploaded by the Conservator of Forcsts,
Villupuram Circle on  06.02,2023 and resubmission of proposal on
182022023

1 wish to state that, M/s Reliance o Infocomm Limited, No. 89, Radhakrishran Salai.
Mylapore. Chennai - 4 has uploaded onfine forest clearance proposal under Section 2 of
Forest (Conservation) AcL 1980 for diversion of 0.043 ha of forest land in Villupuram Forest
Division for laying of underground optical fiber cable along toad side of Rishivandivam o
Poondi Eraiyur and Adhivur o Eraiyur road section in Rishivandivam to Nemili roed across
Seedevi RE in Villupuram Distriet (now in Kallakuruchi District) under proposal No.
FIYTNA hers/ 3812772019,

|} Brict details of the project are given below.

i) The User Agency has uploaded the proposal in the prescribed format of Form A -
Parl I - under Section 2 of the Forest {Conservation) Act. 1980 for diversion of fresh forest
Ares.

i} In the short narrative of the proposal for which forest land is required, the User
Agency has reported that diversion of forest land is required [Or laving of optical fiber cable



alomg road side of Rishivandiyvam fo Poondi Fraiyur amd Adhiyur to Eraiyur read section in
Rishivandivam o Memili mad across Seedevi BE o Villupuram District.

iy Mfs  Reliapce T Infocomm Limited, haviee Office at No.o 89,
Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai. Mylapore, Chennaid has applied forest clearance proposal and for
applving Torest clearance proposal authensation bas: been isswed 10 the State: Coordinate
CHTicer.

iv) Dhiversion of 0.045 ha of forcss has been requested in Villupuram Forest Division
area n ersiwhile Villupuram District {now in Kallakurechi District), Name of the village
reported as Erabr for 0,045 ha forest area and component wise break up reported as Linear.

v} Location map of the forest land proposed o be diverted in kil file of zoogle earth,
Scanned copy of Survey of India topo stieet indicating the houndary of forest band proposed
to be diverted, Scanned copy of Geo referenced location map has been furnished.

vi} The user agency has proposed forest arca diversion for laving of optical fiber cable
along road side of Rishivandiyam o Poondi Eraivur and Adhivur to Erabvur road scction in
Rishivandivam to Nemili road acrass Secdevi RF in Villupuram District to a length of 1300m
o irench width of 0.30m. (Area 450 sgom or 0045 ha).

with The User Agency has stated that this project does not involve displacement of
people due 1o the project and not reguires clearance under the Environment { Protection) Act
1986

viit) The user agency has stated that the project or part thereol is not located in any
prestected arca or their Eeo sensilive zonc.

ix) The User Agency has fumnished the certificate issued by the District Collector,
Kallakuruchi Thstrict about completion of process for scitlement of rights under Forest Rights
Act, M6 on the forest land proposcd for diversion in Rel No. B7/2500/2021, dated
21062022

1] The wser agency has fumished following certificarcs! undertakings’ details under
additional Information details section.

a) Certificd that, there is no work in violation of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 has
been carried oul in the project arca.

b} Certified that forest land requested s the minimuem required for the project and all
other alternatives have been examingd and found net feasible.

¢h Undertaking to pay the Net Present Value of forest land required for the project.

d} Undertaking o pay the additional amount of Net Present Value of forest land

demanded subsequently.



&) Tu hear the cost of raising and maintenance of compensatory afforestation and or
penal compensatory afforestation as well as cost of protection of plantation as per the scheme
prepared by the Government of Tamil Naduw in Tieu of RF land diverted for the project and to
deposit additional amount if any suggested as amended owing to change in planting
lechnigque, enhancement in TSR et

N Undertaking 10 pey the cost along with any cscalation for exploitation of trees if
any available in the alignment path.

2) Underraking to bear the cost of felfing of trees and transportation cost of the trees
to be removed if any available in the alignment path.

h) Undertaking to lay the lease rent as fixed by the Forest Department af the time of
sanction along with any escalation for the subscquent years.

i) Certificate obtained from the District Collector, Kallakuruchi about non-availability
of non-forest land for the project in Ref, Mo, B72500:/202 1., dated 21.06.2022

iy Area requirement for the project reported as 1500m length and (0.530m width
i, 450 sgm or 0.045 ha

2} The District Forest OfMicer. Villupuram Division has forwarded the proposal along
with Site Inspection report and recommendation of the proposal © the Conservator of
Forests, Villupgram Circleon [E.01.2023 through online.

Deetails furnished in the Part-11 of Form A by the District Forest Officer, Villupuram
Division is furnished below.

i) The legal status of the proposed site of diversion of 0,045 ha of [orest land
requested for the project is Reserved Forests.

As per the site inspection reporl and recommendation of the project uploaded by the
Ihstrict Forest Qfficer. Villupuram Division, name of the forest land reported as Scedevi RE,

i) The Districi Forest (MToer has reported thay, density of the forest area is (.2 and
Eco class of forest area 15 three.

ui) In the Par-1l of Form-A. the District Forest Officer has reported that species wise
and girth class wise enwmeration of rees in the arca is NIL.

iv) Om vulnerability of the forest land proposed for diversion, the District Forest
Officer has reported that there is no vulnerabilico:.

v} The District Forest Officer has oot reported the wildlile present in and around the
forest kand propescd for diversion. The forest area proposed (or diversion 1s nol forms pant of
Nationzl Park, Wildlife Sanctuary. Biosphers Reserve, Tiger Reserve, Elephant corridor,

Wildlife migration comidor etc. and not located within the eco-sensitive zone of the



protected area norified under Wildlife [Protection) Act, 1972 and not locared within 1 km
boundary of NFYWLs elc. for the forest land proposed for diversion. There 15 no mne/
endangered J unique species of Mo and [una oend in the area

vi} There iz no protected archasolooical’ herilage site’ defense establishment or any
other important monument is located in the area

vil) Reguirement of forest land as proposed by the User Ageney is umavoidable and
bare minimum for the project and no work in vielation of the Act or puidelines has been
carried out.

viir) A per Forest Conscrvation Act, 1980 puidelines under special priwvisions for CA
lor cedain calegorics of schemes, CA shall be raised and maintained at the cost of user
agency on degraded forest land twice in extent of forest area divericd for laying of
telephone/optical fibre cable.

For the proposed diversion of (L0453 ha of forest arca Compensatory AlTorestation
scheme has been proposed for planting of 90 number of saplings in the degraded forest arca
identified in Thagarai RF at a total cost of Rs. 425221/ including maintenance of plantation
over & period of 10 years. Centificate regarding suitability ol compensatory afforestation land
has been furmished i the project proposal.

ix}) In the site inspection repor, the District Forest Officer has stated that, site
mspection carried out on 07, 11,2022, Laving of Optical Fibre Cable proposed along the road
side of Rishivandivam to Poondi (Ermivur) and Adhivur to Eraivur road section over a
distance ol 1.50km across Secdevi RF. Right of way admitied is 4 vard (3.6m). There is no
tree felling - involved in this project. There is no spontancous trec species. There is no
clephant corridor, Length of the OFC falls in forest area is 1500m and trench size is 0.30m
width. thus arca required for the project is 450 sg.m or 0.045 ha,

x) The Distnct Forest Officer. Villupuram: Division has reported that, Right of way
admitted is 4 yard (3.6m). There is no tree felling involved in this project.  There is no
spontanecus tree species. There is no elephant corridor. Lenpth of the OFC falls in forest area
15 1300m and french size is 0.30m widih, thus arca required for the project is 450 sg.m or
0145 ha and recommended the project.

3} The Conservator of Forests. Villupuram Circle has inspected the arca on
03.02.2025 and in his recommendation of the project has stated that, the user asency request

is genuine, henee the proposal is recommended.



1) The User Agency has requested fores! orea diversion for a period of
99 years. The District Forest Officer. Villupuram Division and Conservator of Forest,
Villuram Circle have recommended the diversion of forest area for a period ol 23 vears.

Rased on the recommendations made by the District Forest (fficer and Conservator
ol Forests, diversion of forest land is recommended for 20 yenrs

3) In Government of India guidelines of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 in F. No. 3-
32007-FC, dared 03022009, full exemption for payment of Met Present Value [or
underground  laying of Optical Fibre Cable has been allowed for arcas falling outside
Mational Park Sanctuary and there 15 no felling of trees 15 involved.

As per the details fumished by the District Forest Ollicer. there is no tree felling s
involved in this project proposal and arca falls ouside National Park! Sanctuary, hence
payment ol Mel Present Value of forest ares may oot be insisted.

6) State Government may accord diversion ol [orest land of less than one hectare in
each case for non forestry purposes under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, for creation of
critical development and security related infrastructure of Guvernment Departments under the
general approval of Section 2 of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 puidelines.

In this case, thoush the [orest area diversion is less than onc hectare, the project
proponenliuser ageney is a private company, hence, approval of Government of India is
required under Forest Conpservation Act, 1980 for forest arca diversion to private entity.

7} The proposal is sent herewith duly recommended by the Additional Principal Chicf
Comservator of Forests (Forest Conservation Aet) / Nodal Officer of Forest (Conscrvation)
Act, 980 of the Siate of T'amil Nadu.

8) Based on the recommendation made by the Disinct Forest Officer. Villupuram
Division and Conservator of Forests, Villupuram Circle, proposal received from the
M5 Reliznee Jio Infocomm Limited, Chennai for diversion of 0.045 ha of forest land in
Villupuram Forest Division for laying of underpround optical fiber cable along road side of
Rishivandiyam to Poondi Eraivur and Adhiyer to Eraivur road section in Rishivandivam 1o
Memili road across Seedevi RE in Kallakuruchi District, sceking approval under Section 2 of
Forest (Conscrvation) Act, 1980 is furmished to the Government for oblaining orders from the
Crovermmcnt of [ndia sebject o the lollowing conditions.

i) Ihe legal status of the diverted forest land remains unchanged.

i) Demarcation of the proposed forest area shall be carried out by erecting 4 feet high
cement concrele pillars, duly numbered, at the appropriate distance as decided by the District

Forest Oificer, Villupuram Tivision at the cost of aser AZLEOCY.



11t} The user agency has to pay the cost towards compensatory atforestation scheme
selected m Thagarai RF of Villupuram Forest Division

iv) The User Agency has to bear the additiomal amount of Net Present Value which
will be Tived as per the guidelines of Hon'bie Supreme Courl of India as fixed by Forest
Department in future,

v} Amopnt of Compensatory afforestlion scheme umder the project shall be
transtorned’ deposited o CAMPA fund only through c-portal (https:‘parivesh.nic.in/}.

vi} The User Agency hes to pay the cost fowards leasc ront for the forest area
diversion persud as hixed by the Forest Depamment at the time of sanction along with any
escalarion for the lorest land 1o he diverted of the above project in future for the entire project
period.

vit) The total forest area utilized for the project shall not cxceeds 0.045 ha for laving
Optical Fibre Cable to-a length of 1506m with a width of 0.30 m in Seedevi RT along the
existing road side of Rishivandivam o Poondi Eraivur and Adhivur to Eraivar road section in
Rishivandivam to Nemili road across Scedevi RE in Villupuram District.

viii} Period of lease can be twenty five (25) vears. The User Agency has o apply
remewal proposal belore one vear of expiny of lease with the State Forest Department.

9) | request thar, the propisal may be considered and forwarded to the Government of
India for obtaining concurrence Tor diversion of $.043 ha of forest land in Villepuram Forest
Division for laying of underground optical fiber cable along road side of Rishivandivam o
Poomdi Draiyur and Adhiyur to Eeafyur road section in Rishivandiyam 1o Nemili road across
Seedevi RF in Kallakuruchi District in [avour of MY Relance No Infocomm Limited,
Mo, ¥, Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai, Mylapore, Chennai -4 for a period of 25 vears.

Encl: Ax staled above.,
Yours faithfully
2| 2023

For Pancipal Chiel Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force)

el



PART - IV

(To be hilled in by the Nedal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of Foresls or
Head of Forest Depariment )

Mamie of the work © Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — Diversion of 0.045 ba of [orest
land in Villupuram Forest Division for laying of underground optical fiber cable along
road side of Rishivandivam 1o Poondi Eraivur and Adhivur to Fraiyur road section in
Bishivandiyvam to Nemili road across Seedevi RF in Villupuram District in favour of
the M/s Rebance Jio Infocomm Limited, Chennai -  Proposal Ne.
FP/TN/Others/38127/2019

17 | Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the State Forest
Department for acceptance or otherwise of the proposal with remarks |
!
{While giving opinion. the adverse comments made by concerncd |
Conservator of Forests or Deputy Conservator of Forests should be |

categorically reviewed and eritically commented upon)

el ﬁt_;.fﬁ
e VS

¥

Stgnalure :

Name Desigmation : Tmt. V. Kamnapriva, 1LFS_.

Additronal Principal Chiel Conservator of Forests

{(Forest Conservation Act). O/o the Principal Chict
Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Foree)., Chennai.

Date: L -02-2023

Place: Chennai-32



