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Letter No.1141/FR.10/2025-1, dated: 02.06.2025

From
Tmt.Supriya Sahu, 1AS,,
Additional Chief Secretary to Government.

To

The Assistant Inspector General of Forests (Central),
Government of India,

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
Regional Office,

Additional Office Block for GPOA, 15t Floor,

Shastri Bhawan, Haddows Road,

Nungambakkam, Chennai-600 006. (w.e).

Sir,

Sub: Forests — Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980 — Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve, Madurai Circle —
Srivilliputhur Wildlife Division - Proposal (FP/TN/Others/45291/
2020) for diversion of 0.027 ha of forest land for construction of
steel bridges in 3 locations to the pilgrimage who visit the temple
across river streams on the path via Thaniparai to Sundara
Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across Saptur Reserved
Forest in favour of Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara
Mahalingam Swamy temple, Sathuragiri — In-principle approval -
Forwarding of - Regarding.

Ref. 1. Forest Clearance proposal uploaded by the Executive Officer,
Arulmigu Sundara Mahalingam Swamy temple, Sathuragiri -
Proposal No.FP/TN/Others/ 45291/2020, Dated 23.04.2020.

2. Part-ll of Form A uploaded by the Deputy Director,
Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve, Srivilliputhur on
24.04.2023.

3. Part-lll of Form A uploaded by the Chief Conservator of
Forests & Field Director, Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger
Reserve, Madurai on 10.05.2023.

4. From the Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (HoFF) Letter
No.HOTNFD/1049/2025-TS4, dated 15.04.2025.

| am directed to invite your attention to the reference cited and to state that
the User Agency, Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara Mahalingam Swamy temple,
Sathuragiri has uploaded a proposal (FP/TN/Others/45291/2020) for diversion of
0.027 ha of forest land for construction of steel bridges in 3 locations to the
pilgrimage who visit the temple across river streams on the path via Thaniparai to
Sundara Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across Saptur Reserved Forest for



a period of 30 years under Section 2 (1) of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980.

2. The Deputy Director, Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve, Srivilliputhur
in the reference second cited and the Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director,
Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve, Madurai in the reference third cited have
recommended the above said proposal. Based on the recommendations made by
the Deputy Director, Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve, Srivilliputhur and Chief
Conservator of Forests & Field Director, Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve,
Madurai, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (FCA) / Nodal Officer has
recommended the above said proposal in the Part-IV, Form—A in Parivesh 1.0 portal
and the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF) has forwarded the same to
Government for its consideration and has requested to obtain approval from the
Regional office, Government of India.

3. In this regard, the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF) has
further stated as follows:-

There are three approach pathways available. The devotees are climbing up
the hill from Thaniparai, Vazhaithoppu and Varushanadu Uppuparai. Hundreds of
pilgrims visit this temple on the occasions of Adi Amavasai, Pradosham, full moon
and new moon days. During Adi Amavasai, a festival will be celebrated in which
about 2 to 3 lakhs devotees have the darshan. When it rains, people will find it
difficult to climb on the steep rocky areas. To make the path safe for trekking. Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Department has decided to construct iron
bridges over the streamns wherever necessary. Seven locations are identified for
construction of steel bridges for the easy movement of the devotees (but the Chief
Conservator of Forests & Field Director, Srivilliputhur Megamalai Tiger Reserve has
recommended for 3 locations only). The area requested for construction of steel
bridges is the minimum requirements for public usage. The above pathway for the
temple is the only shortest distance without affecting the forest area and animals.

4. The Government have examined the proposal in detail (copy enclosed) and
decided to recommend the proposal for diversion of 0.027 ha of forest land for
construction of steel bridges in 3 locations (Mangani odai, Elumbu odai and
Sangiliparai odai) to the pilgrimage who visit the temple across river streams on the
path via Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across
Saptur Reserved Forest in favour of Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara
Mahalingam Swamy temple, Sathuragiri for a period of 30 years under section 2 (1)
of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan} Adhiniyam, 1980 and forward it to Regional
office, Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
Chennai for obtaining their concurrence subject to the following conditions:-

() The legal status of the diverted forest land shall remain as
unchanged.

(il Demarcation of the proposed forest area shail be carried out by
erecting 4 feet high cement concrete pillars duly numbered at an
interval of 20 meters at the cost of the User Agency.

(iiy Compensatory Afforestation for planting of 100 no. of seedlings in
0.072 ha of the degraded forest area identified in Kottamalai beat of
Saptur Reserved Forest in Srivilliputhur Division shall be carried out at
the cost of User Agency.”

(iv) The Degraded Forest Land identified in Srivilliputhur Division for
Compensatory Afforestation and the approved Compensatory
Afforestation scheme shall not be changed without prior approval of
the Central Government and the amount realized from the User



v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)
(x)

(xi)
(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

Agency towards Compensatory Afforestation should not be left
unspent.

The Net Present Value shall be charged for diverted forest land
measuring 0.027 ha from the User Agency as per the orders of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court dated 28.03,2008 and 09.05.2008 in |IA Nos.
826 in 566 with related 1A's in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 202/1995 and
Ministry’s guideline No.5-3/2011-FCIVol-[) dated 06.01.2022 and
clarification issued vide letter dated 19.01.2022 and 22.03.2022.
Additional amount of the Net Present Value (NPV) of the diverted
forest and if any, becoming due after revision of the same by the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in future, shall be charged from the
user Agency. The User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to this
effect.

All the funds received from the User Agency under the project shall be
transferred / deposited to CAMPA fund only through e-portal
(https://parivesh.nic.in/.}

The forest land proposed for diversion shall under no circumstances
be transferred / sublet to any other agency, department or person
without prior approval.

The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without the prior
approval.

No additional or new path will be constructed inside the forest area for
transportation of construction materials for execution of the project
work and no tree felling shall be carried out by the User Agency.

The User Agency shall provide fire wood preferably alternate fuel to
labourers working at the site to avoid damage / tree felling.
Disturbance shall be kept minimal by creating labour camps outside
the forest area as far as possible and it will be the responsibility of the
User Agency to ensure that the labourers & staff engaged in
execution of work do not destruct nearby forest flora & fauna.

The total forest area utilized for the project shall not exceed 0.027 ha
and the forest area diverted shall not be used for any purpose other
than those shown in the diversion proposal.

The User Agency shall obtain necessary permission [
recommendation from the Standing Committee of National Board for
Wildlife. In case of rejection of proposal under Wildlife Protection Act,
1972 will stand cancelled automatically. The State Government shall
realize all levies only after obtaining of permission from Standing
Committee of National Board for Wildlife.

The User Agency shall ensure compliance to provisions of the all
Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines, for the time being in force,
as applicable to this project.

Overburden shall not be dumped nearby the steel bridges. The muck
generated in the earth cuttings will be disposed of at the designated
dumping sites and in no case the muck / debris will be allowed to roll
down the hill slopes.

The designing of culverts / bridges, if any, over the natural streams /
rivers / canals should be done in such a manner that it does not
hamper the natural course of water, does not give rise to water-
logging, and also does not hamper movement of wild animals.

(xviii) Any other conditions that the Central Government or Deputy Director

General (Central) of Regional Office, Chennai may impose from time
to time in the interest of afforestation, conservation and management
of flora and fauna in the area, shall be complied by the User Agency.



(xix) In the event of failure to comply with any of the above conditions the
User Agency is liable for penal action as per the rules / guidelines
issued under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980.

(xx) The User Agency has to pay the cost towards annual lease rent for
the forest area diversion period as fixed by the Forest Department at
the time of sanction along with any escalation in future for the entire
project period.

(xxi) Period of lease is thirty (30) years. The User Agency has to apply
renewal proposal before one year of expiry of lease with the State
Forest Department.

5. | am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly obtain the In-principle
approval of the Competent Authority and communicate the same to this

Government, early.
Yours faithfully,

‘Z)\ ' AV

for Additional Chief Secretary to Government.

\‘\15
Copy to:- 2\
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF),
Chennai-32.

The Executive Officer,
Arulmigu Sundara Mahatingam Swamy temple,

Sathuragiri.



PART -V

(To be filled in by the Secretary in charge of Forest Department or by any other

authorized officer of the State Government not below the rank of an Under
Secretary)

Proposal (FP/TN/Others/45291/2020) for diversion of 0.027 ha of forest land for
construction of steel bridges in 3 locations (Mangani odai, Elumbu odai and
Sangiliparai odai) to the pilgrimage who visit the temple across river streams on the
path via Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across
Saptur Reserved Forest in favour of Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara

Mahalingam Swamy temple, Sathuragiri under section 2 (1) of Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980.

18. Recommendation of the State Government j } ol

(Adverse comments made by any officer or
authority in Part-B or Part — C or Part — D above should be
specifically commented upon)

C'D‘ (,VQ");AJ:JM%

Signature
Name & Designation

(Official Seal)
Date :92-.06.2025

CD Ly.ra A LAACSS t4)

D,SJ\:U»’V‘{J

Place : Chennai-89.

Depu.ty Secretary to Government
Environment, Climate Change
and Forest Department
Secretariat, Chennaj . 9.



E,CC&F(FR.10) DEPT.,

S. No.

Documents required

Documents furnished

Category of diversion
(Fresh / Rediversion / Add|. land for
widening / renewal)

Fresh Diversion

Extent of forest land to be
diverted / Name of the RF and
District.

0.027 haof forest land in Saptur
RF, Srivilliputhur Wildlife Division
in Madurai District.

Status of User Agency
(SG/PSU/CG/Private)

State Government.
(Hindu Religious & Charitable
Endowments Department)

Name of the Project
(Road / OFC / Transmission /
Water / Rail / Others etc.

Others

Density of Vegetation.

i. Ecoclass
ii. Canopy density

3
0.7

Vulnerability of soil erosion

The project is intended to
implement on the banks of
streams, there will be some
amount of erosion. However, if
banks are stabilized erosion can
be minimized.

Significance in Wild life Point
of view

Tiger, Elephant, Nilgiris Thar,
Grizzled Giant Squirrel, Common
Langur, Leopard, Dholes, Slender
Loris, Indian Gaur, Sambar,
Chital, Jungle Cat, Small Indian
Civet, Common Palm Civet,
Brown Palm Civet, Common
mongoose, Stripe necked
mongoose, Sloth Bear, Ruddy
mongoose, Mouse deer, Barking
deer, Wild pig, Indian Pangolin
etc.

Whether any work in violation
of the Act or guidelines issued
under the Act has been
carried out.

No

Whether
National
Sanctuary,
reserve, Tiger
elephant corridor,
migration corridor etc.

forms
Park,

part of
Wildlife
Biosphere
reserve,
Wildlife

Yes
Project have minimum impact on
the ecosystem with the current
flow of pilgrims. Hence, even after
implementation of the project
number of days of pilgrimage and




number of pilgrims need to be
restricted at current levels.

10.

Whether the forest land
proposed for diversion is
located within eco-sensitive
zone (ESZ) of the Protected
Area notified under Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 (Note:
In case, ESZ of a Protected
Area is not notified, then, 10
kms distance from boundary
of the Protected Area should
be treated as ESZ).

No

11.

Whether any National part,
wildlife sanctuary, biosphere
reserve, tiger reserve,
elephant corridor, wildlife
mitigation corridor etc., is
located within 1 km from
boundary of the forest land
proposed for diversion.

Yes
Project have minimum impact on
the ecosystem.

12.

Whether any rare /
endangered / unique species
of flora and fauna found in the
area.

Yes

13.

Whether  any protected
archaeological/ heritage site/
defense establishment or any
other important monument is
located in the area.

No

14.

Whether the requirement of
forest land as proposed by
the User  Agency is
unavoidable and bare
minimum for the project.

Yes

15.

Whether tree felling involved
in this project area.

No

i. If yes, mention the no.of
trees to be felled.

Does not arise

ii. Whether the trees are
Spontaneous/ Planted.

Does not arise

ii. Permission of Hon'ble
Supreme court of India
shall be obtained (Except
road projects)

Does not arise

iv. In respect of Road
projects,

a. upto 500 No's.of
spontaneous tree felling
allowed, as per orders of
Hon'ble Supreme Court of

Does not arise




India  judgment dated
11.01.2023 in LA Nos
168328/2022 and 168313/
2022 and LA Nos.
191583/2022.

b. For more than 500 no’s
of spontaneous trees,
permission of Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India
shall be obtained.

v. Whether translocation of
trees is possible, instead of
felling.

Does not arise

16.

CA Scheme details :

(i) CAplantation :

(a) Extent of area, Name of
degraded Forest area / Name
of non-forest land

0.072 ha of degraded forest area
in Kottamalai beat of Saptur RF in
Saptur Range of Srivilliputhur -
Megamalai Tiger Reserve,
Srivilliputhur Division.

(b) Details of seedlings,
maintenance period and cost.

72 no. of seediings, Ten years
maintenance and Rs.2,30,330/-.

As per rule 13 of Van (SES)
Rules, a minimum of 100 plants is
prescribed. But, in this proposal,
planting of 72 no. of seedlings has
been proposed. Hence, the
following condition may be added

“Compensatory Afforestation for planting
of 100 no. of seedtings in 0.072 ha of the
degraded forest area identified in
Koftamalai beat of Saptur RF in
Srivifliputhur Division shall be carried out
at the cost of User Agency.”

(c) Site suitability Report of
DFO regarding degraded
forest area.

Nil.
The forest jand identified for the
Compensatory Afforestation in
KannirmarkoilSaragam of
Kottamalai beat, Saptur Range in
SMTR, Srivilliputhur is suitable to
carry out plantation under CA.

(ii) CA Land
(a) whether CA
applicable (or) not

land is

Not applicable.
Diversion of forest land is less
than 1 ha.

(b) Extent of CA land (Non-
forest land)

(c) Location of CA land

(d) Site Inspection report of




DFO regarding CA land.

17.

Whether Re-diversion
involved details of primary
User Agency.

No

(i) Whether NOC from the
primary User Agency is
obtained

Does not arise

(i) Whether Form-E is

received.

Does not arise

18.

Whether Project area falls
within the RoW.

No

19.

Whether any Non-forest land
involved in this project.

If yes, User Agency shall
provide undertaking as per
Chapter 11.2. In this regard,
the following condition may be
added :-

“The User Agency shall provide an
undertaking that in case of diversion
of forest land is denied, project shall
be executed along alternale
alignment and work on non-forest
fand shall not be cited as a reason
for grant of approval for diversion of
forest land.”

No

20.

Wildlife Area involvement

If yes,

() Remarks of Wildlife
Warden should be obtain.

(i) SBWL / NBWL clearance
has to be obtained before
issuing final approval.

Yes, Not received.
[Application for obtaining approvai
from the Standing Committee for
Wiidlife (NBWL / SBWL) has been
submitted by the User Agency
vide application No.
WL/TN/Others/512274/2024,  dt
10.12.2024 and it is currently
under process].

Hence, the following condition
may be added in this regard ;-

“The User Agency shall obtain necessary
permission / Clearance from the standing
committee of National Board for Wildlife
before taken up any activity on the site.
In case of refection of proposal under
Wildlife protection Act, 1972, then the In-
principle approval accorded under Forest
(Conservation) Act 71980, will stand
cancelled autormatically”. The State
Government shall realize all levies only
after obtaining of permission from SC
NBWL.




21.

Whether part of the proposed
area falls under Protected
area / Eco Sensitive Zone of
Protected area.
If yes,

() as per
Government of
MoEF&CC,
327/2015-FC,
recommendation of Standing
Committee of Nationa! Board
for Wildlife shall be obtained.
(may be processed
concurrently subject to certain
conditions)

In this regard, the following

condition may be added

“The User Agency shall obtain
necessary permission / Clearance
from the standing commiifee of
National Board for Wildlife before
taken up any activity on the site. In
case of rgjection of proposal under
Wildlife protection Act, 1972, then
the In-principle approval accorded
under Forest (Conseivation) Act
1980, will  stand  cancelled

automaticalfy”.

guidelines of
India,
F.No.11-

Yes.

[Application for obtaining Wildlife
Clearance under WL/TN/Others/

512274/2024 is under process].

22,

For OFC ‘s.

Whether the proposal is for
laying  Aerial OFC  or
Underground OFC.

No

23.

Whether the DFO / Deputy
Director, SMTR,
Srivilliputhurhas
recommended the proposal.

Yes. Not mentioned the period of
diversion.

24,

Justification, if any.

i. The area requested by UA for

construction of steel bridge
across streams on the path
viaThaniparai to
Sundaramahalingam temple is
0.06 ha. The steel bridges are
proposed to be constructed in

seven locations across
Mangani odai, Elumbuodai,
Sengili Parai,

Palamarathadiodai,

Vellaparaiodai and one at the
entrance and another in front
of Sundaramahalingam
temple. Out of seven proposed
locations three locations falls
inside SMTR, Srivilliputhur and
other four locations falls inside
temple land bearing survey




number S.F.No.517 which is
forest in nature.

i. The SMTR, Srivilliputhur is

situated in the Southern
Western Ghats of Tamil Nadu
and falling in the revenue
districts of Virudhunagar and
Madurai was declared as a
wildlife sanctuary in
G.0O.(Ms)N0.399, E&F(FR.5),
dated 26.12.1988 and
subsequently it was made a
part of SMTR vide
G.0.(Ms)no.14, E&F(FR.5)
dept, dated  08.02.2021,
SMTR, Srivilliputhur is one of
the best habitats for tiger,
nilgiri tahr, grizzled squirrel
elephant and other rare wildlife
(Table 1) in Southern Western
Ghats.

Arulmigu Sundaramahaligam
temple belonging to Hindu
Religious and Empowerment
dept is located in Saptur RF of
SMTR, Srivilliputhur. The area
under S.F.no.517 measuring
an extent of 63.76 acres
(28.80 ha) is being treated as

patta of saduragiri
mahalingasamy temple
(Trustee

Kulanthaiyananthasamy)
which is under the control of
the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endownments
Board.

As per the directions of
Hon'ble Madurai Bench of
Madras High Court in its order
dated 27.03.2019 in
WP(MD)N0.6400 of 2019, a
special committee was formed
to fix carrying capacity of the
Sancturary in respect of
pilgrims to be permitted to visit
ArulmiguSundaramahaligam.
Accordingly, carrying capacity
with respect to the temple was
fixed at 2778 pilgrims / day on
normal pilgrim days and
15,624 pilgrims /day on
special Adi Amavasai pilgrim
days.




25,

Whether  Conservator  of
Forests and Field Director,
SMTR, Madurai has
recommended the proposal.

Yes.

. The site inspection for
.diversion of 0.06 ha of forest
land for Construction of Stell
Bridge in 7 Locations of
Saduragiri hills Saptur RF in
Peraiyur Taluk - Madurai
District in Srivilliputhur Division
was carried out on 14.09.2022
and 07.04.2023.

i. The steel bridges are
proposed to be constructed in
seven locations across
Mangani odai, Elumbuodai,
Sangili Parali,
Plamarathadiodai,
Vellaparaiodai and one at the
entrance and another in front
of Sundramahalingam temple.
Out of seven proposed
locations, three locations falls
inside SMTR, Srivilliputhur
Division and other four
locations falls in the land
assigned to temple bearing
survey number S.F.No.517
which is Forest in nature.

iii. As per the necessity in the
field, an area of 0.027 ha is
recommended for laying of
steel bridges across Mangani
odai, Elumbuodai and
Sangiliparaiodai in Saptur RF,
instead of 0.06 ha. There is no
tree felling involved and the
project is for safety of the
pilgrims.

iv. This recommendation is
subject to the condition that
necessary clearance from
the Standing Committee on
NBWL has to be obtained by
the UA.

26.

Whether the Nodal officer has
recommended the proposal.

Yes
Recommended in Form A,
Part-1V in Parivesh Portal.

27.

Whether the PCCF (HoFF)
has recommended the
proposal

No. As per Rule 9 (j) of Forest
Conservation Rule 2022, for the
diversion of forest area of less
than 5 ha recommendation of
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests is not required.
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TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT
From To

Thiru. Srinivas R. Reddy, L.F.S., The Additional Chief Secretary to

Government,
Principal Chief Conservator of

Forests (Head of Forest Force), Environment, Climate Change and

Forests Department, Secretariat,
Forest Headquarters Building,

Chennai - 600 009.
Guindy ~ Velachery Main Road,

Guindy, Chennai - 600 032.

Ref.No.HOTNFD/1049/2025-TS4, dt: 15-04-2025

Madam,

Sub: Forests - Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980 - SMTR, Madurai circle - Srivilliputhur
WL division - Proposal for diversion of 0.027 ha of forest
land for construction of steel bridges in 3 locations to
the pilgrimage who visit tmﬁ'g'mmr streams
on the path via Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam
temple of Sathuragiri Hills across Saptur RF in favour of
Executive Officer, Arulmiguy Sundara Mahalingam
Swamy temple, Sathuragiri - reg.

Ref: 1. Online application uploaded by Executive Officer,
Arulmigu Sundara Mahalingam Swamy temple,
Sathuragiri, Proposal No. FP / TN / Others / 45291 /
2020 on 23.04.2020.

2. Part-ll uploaded by Deputy Director, SMTR,
Srivilliputhur on 24.04.2023.

3. Part-lll uploaded by Chief Conservator of Forests &
Field Director, SMTR, Madurai on 10.05.2023,

4. EDS raised by Nodal Officer on 05.06.2023 and
28.10.2024,

5. EDS reply uploaded by Chief Conservator of Forests
& Field Director, SMTR, Madurai on 12.10.2023 and
24.01.2025.

AkkrKoKk

| wish to state that in the reference 1st cited, the Executive
Officer, Arulmigu Sundaramahalingam Swamy temple, Sathuragiri has
furnished online application ufs 2 of Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 for the above proposal under Proposal

Tizte7B6:0020
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No. FP{TN/Others/45291/2020.

vi.

Vii.

1) Brief details of the project are given below:

. The User Agency has uploaded the proposal in the prescribed

format, Form-A: Part-l under Section 2 of Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 for diversion of fresh forest area in
Parivesh 1.0 module.

Name of the project reported as, construction of steel bridges in 7
locations across river streams from Thaniparai to Arulmigu
Sundaramahalingam temple located in Saptur RF of Srivilliputhur
Wildlife Division in Madurai District. But the Deputy Director has
recommended for the construction of steel bridges in 3 locations
only.

Proposal number of the project reported as,
FP/TN/Others/45291/2020.

Legal status of the user agency is, State Government. Name of the
User Agency is, Hindu Religious. and _Charitable Fndowments
Department. -

On behalf of User Agency, Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara
Mahalingam Swamy Temple, Sathuragiri, Office at Agraharam
Middle Street, Watrap - 626132 has uploaded the forest clearance
proposal.

Location of the forest area reported as, Saptur village of Madurai
District. Total forest land required for the project reported as 0.06
ha with a total of 7 locations, whereas the Chief Conservator of
Forests & Field Director, SMTR, Madurai has recommended 0.027 ha
with a total of 3 locations only. Non-forest area requir(;d in the
proj'ect reported as 'Zero’ ha. Some of the details previously
uploaded could not be modified, due to portal issues.

Component wise break up details of forest area required for the
project reported as follows:

For construction of steel bridges in 3 locations with a total
extent of 0,027 ha, at Mangani odai (width - 25 m, area - 0.009
ha), Elumbu odai (width - 20 m, area - 0.007 ha) and Sangili parai
odai {width - 30 m, area - 0.011 ha} on the path via Thaniparai to
Sundara Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hiils across Saptur RF
in Madurai District.

L2ersa2025
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viii.

Xi.
Xii.
xiii.

Xiv,

XV.

XVI.

The user agency has reported that the project or activity is site
specific, hence alternative was not examined.

. The user agency has uploaded a note containing justification for

locating the project in forest area stated as follows:

There are three approach pathways available. The
devotees are climbing up the hill from Thaniparai, Vazhaithoppu
and Varusanadu Uppuparai. Hundreds of pilgrims visit this temple
on the occasions of Adi Amavasai, Pradosham, full moon and new
moon days. During Adi Amavasai, a festival will be celebrated in
which about 2 to 3 lakhs devotees have the darshan. When it rains,
people will find it difficult to climb on the steep rocky areas. To
make the path safe for trekking, HR & CE Department has decided
to construct iron bridges over the streams wherever necessary.
Seven locations are identified for construction of steel bridges for
the easy movement of the devotees (but the Deputy Director has
recommended for 3 locations only). The area requested for
construction of steel bridges is the minimum requirements for
public usage. The above pathway for the temple is the only
shortest distance without affecting the forest area and animals.

The user agency has reported that displacement of people due to
the project is not involved.

Details of Cost-Benefit analysis for the Project reported as, ‘No’.
Status of Environmental Clearance reported as, ‘No".

The user agency has reported that project or part thereof is located
in the Protected Area or their eco sensitive zone. Status of approval
of the Standing Committee of National Board for the Wildlife (NBWL)
is, application was submitted in Proposal No. WL / TN / Others /
512274 /2024 apd is under process. e
Applicability of special provisions in Scheduied Areas reported as,
No.

§t-e;c’us of settlement of rights under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 on
the forest land proposed to be diverted reported as,:ﬁe_s_‘_.. The User
Agency has uploaded the certificate on settlement of rights under
the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers Act,
2006, issued by the District Collector, Madurai.

Details of land identified for Compensatory Afforestation reported
as, 'Not applicable’.

N
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The user agency has furnished following documents under
additional information details section.

District Collector’s certificate on the non-availability of alternate
non-forest land for the above project.

Project location on google earth map.

Certified related to No catchment area treatment pian in the
approved plan.

Certified that no work in violation of the Forest Conservation Act
1980 has been carried out and the area required is barest
minimum,

Undertaking to bear the cost of Compensatory Afforestation / Penal
Compensatory Afforestation / Maintenance of Plantation / Protection
of plantation for the proposed diversion of forest land as fixed by
the Forest Department.

Undertaking to pay the Net Present Value which will be fixed as per
the guidelines of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India as fixed by Forest
Department in future.

Undertaking to pay the additional Net Present Value which will be
fixed as per the guidelines of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India as
fixed by Forest Department in future.

Undertaking to agree to pay the cost along with any escalation for
exploitation of trees if any available in the alignment path, for the
proposed diversion of forest as fixed by the Forest Department.
Undertaking letter for making Lease rent charges.

Undertaking to agree to pay the cost for felling of trees, if any.
Technical drawings of steel bridges.
Commissioner, HR & CE fetter toJoint Commissioner, HR & CE,
Madurai.
Gazette Notification of Saptur RF.
Area requirement statement for the project.
Reply letter with application for NBWL / SBWL (WL / TN / Others /
512274/ 2024).

2) In the Part Il of Form-A uploaded in the web portal, the Deputy

Director, SMTR, Srivilliputhur and the Chief Conservator of Forests &
Field Director, SMTR, Madurai have reported the following details:

i}y Forest area diversion of 0.027 ha of forest land in Madurai

District for construction of steel bridges in 3 locations across river

L2te786,2025
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streams on the path via Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam temple of

Sathuragiri Hills across Saptur RF has been recommended. Eco-class of

forest area reported as Eco-Class ‘3’, with density of forest area reported

as-:_O_;:l_'_; Species wise and girth class wise enumeration of tree details

reported as, ‘zero’. Some of the d@E pr_eviously uploaded could not be

modified, due to portal issues. Hence, the area recommended by thﬂ—o‘opﬁ g
Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director, SMTR, Madurai may be

accepted.

ii) Brief note on vulnerability of the forest area to erosion reporfed
as, “Since the project is intended to implement on the banks of streams,
there will be some amount of erosion. However, if banks are stabilized
erosion can be minimized”.

i) Significance of the forest land proposed for diversion reported
from Wildlife point of view reported by the Deputy Director, SMTR,
Srivilliputhur is as follows:

a. Details of wildlife present in and around the forest land proposed
for diversion reported as, “Tiger, Elephant, Nilgiri Thar, Grizzled
Giant Squirrel, Common Langur, Leopard, Dholes, Slender Loris,
indian Gaur, Sambar, Chital, Jungle Cat, Small Indian Civet, Common
Palm Civet, Brown Palm Civet, Common Mangoose, Stripe necked
Mangoose, Sloth Bear, Ruddy mongoose, Mouse deer, Barking deer,
Wild pig, Indian Pangolin, etc.” .

b. Whether forms part of national park, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere
reserve, tiger reserve, elephant corridor, wildlife migration corridor
etc., reported as, “Yes”. Details and comments on the impact of
Project on such areas reported as, “Project have minimum impact
on the ecosystem with the current flow of pilgrims. Hence, even
E?t-e——-l'iihplementation of the project number of days _Qf pilgrimage
and number of pilgrims need to be restricted at current levels.”

C. Whether the forest land proposed for diversion is located within
eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) of the Protected Area notified under
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 reported as, “No".

d. Whether any national park, wildlife sanct@y, biosphere reserve,
tiger reserve, elephant corridor, wildlife migration corridor etc., is
located within 1 Km. from boundary of the forest land proposed for
diversion reported as, “Yes”. Details and comments on the impact

e ——

of Project on such areas reported as, “Project have minimum impact
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on the ecosystem”.

€. Whether any rare / endangered / unigue species of flora and fauna
found in the area reported as, “Yes”.

f. There is no protected archaeological / heritage site / defence
establishment or any other important monument is located in the
area.

g. Requirement of forest land as proposed by the User Agency is
reported as unavoidable and bare minimum for the project.

h. Whether any work in violation of the Act or guidelines issued under
the Act has been carried out reported as, “No”.

iv) For the diversion of 0.027 ha of forest land, Compensatory
Afforestation has been proposed in Degraded Forest Land identified in LP'
Saptur RF, Madurai District. KML file, DGPS map and S| Sheet map of the
identified land and suitability certificate has Uggen uploaded. The
Compensatory Afforestation Scheme for planting 72 seedlings in 0.072
ha at a cost of Rs.2,30,330/- includihg 10-years maintenance is
nroposed.

v) The Deputy Director, SMTR, Srivilliputhur and the Chief
Conservator of Forests & Field Director, SMTR, Madurai have uploaded
the site inspection report and specific recommendation for the proposed
forest diversion area.

The Deputy Director, SMTR, Srivilliputhur has recommended as, “It
is recommended to divert 0.027 ha of forest land for construction of
steel bridges across streams, Mangani odai, Elumbu odai and Sangili
parai only, on the path via Thaniparai to Sundaramahalingam temple
against 0.06 ha proposed by the user agency for forest clearance under
Forest Conservation Act, 1980", i.e., for construction of steel bridges in 3
locations with a total extent of 0.027 ha, at Mangani odai (width - 25 m,
area - 0.009 ha), Elumbu odai (width - 20 m, area - 0.007 ha) and
Sangili parai odai (width - 30 m, area - 0.011 ha), on the path via
Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across
Saptur RF in Madurai District.

The Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director, SMTR, Madurai
has recommended as, “The project site does not have any important
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monuments, which has archaeological importance / heritage site /
defence establishment etc. There is a great religious importance
associated with the Sundaramahalingam temple at Sathuragiri and an
important pilgrimage for people in Tamil Nadu”, with a total extent of
0.027 ha.

vi) In the Part-ll of Form-A, the Deputy Director, SMTR,
Srivilliputhur has recommended the forest area diversion for construction
of steel bridges in 3 locations with a total extent of 0.027 ha, at Mangani
odai (width - 25 m, area - 0,009 ha), Elumbu odai (width - 20 m, area -
0.007 ha) and Sangili parai odai {width - 30 m, area - 0.011 ha) on the
path via Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam tempie of Sathuragiri Hills
across Saptur RF in Madurai District.

vii} In the Part-lll of Form-A, the Chief Conservator of Forests &
Field Director, SMTR, Madurai has recommended the forest area
diversion f(fr construction of steel bridges in 3 locations with a total
extent of 0.027 ha.

3) As per the Van {Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980 and the provisions of the said Adhiniyam, the authority to process
the above subject proposal is the Gol, MoEFCC, RO, Chennai. The
proposal forwarded by the Deputy Director and the Chief Conservator of
Forests & Field Director is sent herewith duly recommended by the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Forest Conservation Act) / Nodal
Officer of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 subject
to the following conditions:

i. The legal status of the diverted forest land remains unchanged.

ii. The demarcation of the proposed forest area shall be carried out by
erecting 4 feet high cement concrete pillars duly numbered at an
interval of 20 meters at the cost of the User Agency.

iii. The Compensatory Afforestation (CA) shall be carryout in the
Degraded Forest Land identified in Madurai District at the cost of
User Agency.

iv. The Degraded Forest Land identified in Madurai District for CA and
the approved CA scheme shall not be changed without prior
approval of the Central Government and the amount realized from
the User Agency towards CA should not be left unspent.

V. The Net Present Value shall be charged for the diverted forest land
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Xiv.

XV.

measuring 0.027 ha from the User Agency as per the orders of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court dated 28.03.2008 and 09.05.2008 in IA
N0s.826 in 566 with related IA’s in Writ Petition (Civil) No.202/1995
and Ministry's guideline No. 5-3/2011-FC(Vol-l) dated 06.01.2022
and clarification issued vide letter dated 19.01.2022 and
22.03.2022.

Additional amount of the Net Present Value (NPV) of the diverted
forest land if any, becoming due after revision of the same by the
rion’ble Supreme Court of India in future, shall be charged from the
User Agency. The User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to this
effect.

All the funds received from the User Agency under the project shall
be transferred / deposited to CAMPA fund only through e-portal
(https://parivesh.nic.in/).

The forest land proposed for diversion shall under no circumstances
be transferred / sublet to any other agency, department or person
without prior approval of the Central Government.

The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without the
prior approval of the Central Government.

No additional or new path will be constructed inside the forest area
for transportation of construction materials for execution of the
project work.

The User Agency shall provide fire wood preferably alternate fuel to
workers working at the site to avoid damage / tree felling.
Disturbance shall be kept minimal by creating labour camps outside
the forest area as far as possible and it will be the responsibility of
the User Agency to ensure that the workers & staff engaged in
execution of work do not destruct nearby forest flora & fauna.

The total forest area in forest area utilized for the project shall not
exceed 0.027 ha and the forest area diverted shall not be used for
any purpose other than those shown in the diversion proposal.

The User Agency shall obtain necessary permission from the SC
NBWL. In case of rejection under Wildlife Protection Act 1972, then
Stage-l approval accorded under FCA, 1980 will stand cancelled
automatically. The State Government shall realize all levies only
after obtaining of permission from SC NBWL.

The User Agency shall ensure compliance to provisions of the all

Lizw7s6:2025
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Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines, for the time being in force,
as applicable to this project.

Any other conditions that the Central Government or DDG (Central)
of Regional Office, Chennai may impose from time to time in the
interest of afforestation, conservation and management of flora and
fauna in the area, shall be complied by the User Agency.

In the event of failure to comply with any of the above conditions
the User Agency is liable for penal action as per the rules /
guidelines issued under Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980,
The User Agency has to pay the cost towards annual lease rent for
the forest area diversion period as fixed by the Forest Department
at the time of sanction along with any escalation for the forest land
to be diverted for the above project in future for the entire project
period.

Period of lease can be thirty (30) years. The User Agency has to
apply renewal proposal before one year of expiry of lease with the
State Forest Department.

4) Hence, | request that the above proposal may be recommended

and forwarded to Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Regional Office, Chennai for obtaining In-Principle
(Stage-l) approval for diversion ofw of forest land for
construction of steel bridges in 3 locations_to the pilgrimage who visit
the temple across river streams on the path via Thaniparai to Sundara
Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across Saptur RF in favour of
Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara Mahalingam Swamy temple,
Sathuragiri in Madurai District for a period of 30 years.

Yours faithfully
Signed by
Ramasduabramanian.s
Date: 15042025 09:38:-55

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
{Forest Conservation Act) (FAC)

Copy to the Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director, SMTR,
Madurai.

Copy to the Deputy Director, SMTR, Srivilliputhur.

Copy to the Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara Mahalingam Swamy
temple, Sathuragiri, Madurai District.

Lzw7862025



~J

(

HOTNFDn049,2025.TS4 Lzwe7e7/2025

PART - IV
(To be filed in by the Nodal Officer})

Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the State Forest
Department for acceptance or otherwise of the proposal with remarks.

The online proposal is submitted by the User Agency is
recommended for diversion of 0.027 ha of forest land for construction of
steel bridges in 3 locations to the pilgrimage who visit the temple across
river streams on the path via Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam temple
of Sathuragiri Hills across Saptur RF, Madurai District in favour of
Executive Officer, Arulmigu Sundara Mahalingam Swamy temple,
Sathuragiri with Proposal No. FP/TN/Others/45291/2020.

The construction of steel bridges in 3 locations on the path via
Thaniparai to Sundara Mahalingam temple of Sathuragiri Hills across
Saptur RF is essential for public usage to the devotees of above temple.
Hence, the above proposal is recommended.

Signed by
Ramasubramanian.s
Date: 15-04-2025 09:-40:-58

Nodal Officer
Forest Conservation Act,
Tamil Nadu



