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: The Principal Secretary (Forests),

- . All State /Union Territory Govenlments
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Sub: Quid'elines for diversion of forest land i6r non-forest purPoses under the Forest

(Coirservation)Act,lgS0.Submissionofproposalsforcliversionoffbrestlandfor
irrigation Proiects- r€8.

Sir, '

IamdirectedtosaythatthisMinistryreceivedsuggestionstostrearhlinetheprocess
for formulatibn of proposals for obtaining prior approval of Central Goverrlrnent under the

Forest(Conserva.tion).dct,1980f6r-diversionofforestlandforirrigationproiect.

After careful examination of the matter I am directed 10 say.that $e following ihall

be added after Paragraph 2.2 (iiD in guidelines issued under tIrc Forest (Conservation) AcL

1980:

"To haue a holistic uieu of the impact o'n llora atd fauna' proposals seeking prior

approual of Central Gouernment under the Act fol diuersiot'r of forest land for
irigation projects shall be processed in their entfuety' Houeuer' keping in uiew thc

bn-g gestation period for such projects, user agency' for aalid and cogent reasons' may

split such prolects Lnto dffirent pLnses' State Gwernment Tnhite submitting proposal

to obtain ;'in-pinciple 1iiag"-y; approtsal of Centtal Goztetnmtnt under the Act for

dk:ersion of the entire forest land required for the project' may intimate extent of forest

Iand required and ame-scfudute for execution of its each phase' and may request the

Central Gooemmeflt to consider Srant of "fnal (stage-:l) qlpro.aal under the A:: fo:^

dioersilon of forest land required fot the project in the phased manner' as rnay be

sPecifed bY thcm-

ln such cases, at the time of submission of tfu proposal' scleme for coffipensatory.

aforestation for the forest land required for execution of initial plnses' consisting oJ

inter-alia thz dam, resen:oir anil main canals oiginating ftom the reseruoif' as

indicated by the State Gouemment in tIrc proposal' may only be insisted Yl"'..T\"
Forest Adisory Committee afer examination of such proposals' may slipulate time-

schedt e for transfer and ^itoti^ 
in fauour of the State Forest DePartme't| oJ thz

non-forest larul and funds fur creation of compensatory afforestation in lieu of the forest

land required for etecutlon of temaining phases' so as to ensure that expenditure



incuned on initial phases of the proiect docs not become infntctuous Stage-ll approoal

under the Act for tlioersion of forest land required for execution of such phases taill be

accorded uith approaal of the Forest Atluisory Committee" -

I

Copy toF

1 . Principat Ctrief Conservatoq of Forests, all State/ UT Governments-

. 2... 
_ 

Nodat Officer, the'Forest (Conservation).Act, 1980, all State/UT Governments.

3. 
'' "All Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment & Forests.

4. . . Joint Secretary in-charge, Impact Assessment Diwision, MoEF.

. 5. All Assistant Inspector General of Forests/ Directors in the Forest Conservation' Division, MoEF. ' . .'
5. ' Director, R.9. (HQ), Ministry of Envir6nmerit and Forests, Govemrnent of India, New

Delhl
Z- Sr. Director (Technical), NIC, MoEF .with. a r€qu6t to placs a copy of the letEr on

website of this Mini,stry.

8. Sr. PPS to the Secretary, Environment arid Forests.

9. Sr. P['S to t]rc Director General of Folests & Special Secretary, MoEF-

10. Sr. PPS to the Addl. Director General of Forests (Forest Cons€rvation), MoEF.

'11. t€ to the tnsoector (i€neral of Forests (Forest C-onservation), MoEF.

72. Guard File. fi"'<D')
(H.C. Chaudhary)

Assistant Inspector General of Forests

(H.C. ChaudharY)
Assistant Inspector General of F-orests


