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By Government of India .
~ ; Ministry of Environment and Forests
> (FC Division)
=~ L Paryavaran Bhawan,
) CGO Complex, Locthi Road,
3 o~ ' o o - New Delthi - 110 510.
: : ... Dated:5"November72013
@ '7\ "l“O, - ) ) . i . . . N
~ . : ‘The Principal Secretary (For sts), - 1
B ' : All State / Union Territory Governments. '
‘@ ~ o Sub: Guidelines for diversion ‘of |forest ‘land for non-forest purposes under the Torest
‘- (Conservation-)~Actv'-l-980-- Sin pl-iﬁed:--procedurc..for..gmnt of approval in certain, casus
‘% ~ _ of renewal of. mining leases. o s e - ..
; a ‘T'his Ministry: has been recely ing representations to stipulate simplified procedure for.
o grant of approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (FC Act) for renewal Of mining
M leases. After careful examination of the matter the following has been observed: L :
![’:} -~ (iy . ldeally a lessee should seek. nd obtain approval under the FC Act for diversion of
| 4 " entire fovest land locatéd within a mining leasc &t the time of its renewal. Llowever, it
3 - has been observed that in many ‘mines, approval under the. FC Act lor diversion of
\‘,‘_~ o - l'm‘est'i'a'ﬁd“i*tas"been'so'ught i a piece—meal manner. Lessees in such cases continued-lo
55} . undertake mining in non-forest land- or non-forest fand plus a part ‘of the forest land
e . for whi¢h approval under the|FC Act has been obtained. S PR
) - iy With increased awareness- and strict enforcement by Central and State/” Union’
D o Territory Governments and various Courts of Law, lessees of these mihes submitted
I : proposals for diversion of balance forest lafid located within such mining leascs. This
‘:) ‘ © ... Ministry vide letter No. 11-362/20120 FC dated 1* February 2013 has also directed the
L State/ UT Governments to ensuré that approval under the EC Act for diversion of
B ™ . : entirg forest land located within a mining_lease shall be obtained withiv two years (i-c.
- an or before31.01.2015).. - -1 -~ L . ' <L
5 DR i) A same of the mining leases,’ where this Mxms.tn.fy;aﬁ.tg;"mngal.exap\i:xlat.ion- of the - .
C statug of reclamation and surrender of. the mined out’ forest land>and ‘Basuring’ T
3 ) compliance with all existing statues ard guidelines, as applicable to such proposals, -
~ ' . accorded in-principle approvyal not long ago before cxpity of the mining lease, validity .
3 i of the mining lease has expjired before grant of final approval for“d‘iversi,hn'-pf"{'orcs't ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A L'[\'\(_L . ». e s aen ' B I B ceee . . .
Ty N . - - . . . -.'.... - - .
2 - _ (iv) In such cages adherence to|existing’ rocedure involving examination- o6 e aosal @t .
? 8P 29N Prepoy
‘f'? o~ several levgls in the State/ [Union Territory and Central Covernmegts to obtein pi ior :
b - © approval of Central Govem]\'\ent.underi the EC Act for renewal of mining lepse:is ot :
ojm ....................................... likedy to serve any useful purpose as no new facts, significAntly different from those t
- A . observed during examinatjon of the ﬁ't“'e‘\‘_i‘ibus'"proposai, not- tong: ago;-ave-fikely (o
emerge from processing of He-novo proposals.,
R . N . . . * . - . .
l . After careful examipation of the matter -it has thereforg, been decided that i
e ~ . cases, where before submission ¢f a report on compliance to conditions stipulated in the in-
e . - - » -
A principie approval by the concerned State/Union Territory Government within  ihe
L - stipulated peviod of tive years fiom the date of grant of in-principle approval, and grant of
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final approval by the Tentral Goverhment, validity of the mining expires, instead of
submission of a de-novo proposal to obtain approval of Central Government under the FC
Act, for such forest land, for renewal of mining lease, the State/ UT Governments while
submitting report on compliance to ¢o: ditions stipulated in the in-principie approval may
seek approval of Central Govermment nder the FC Act for diversion of such forest land for
(i) origirmal period of the mining.leas for which in-principle approval has ah‘eady beén
accorded by the Central Governiment;
as specified by the State/ Union Territory Government, not exceding. twenty years. Report -

nd also for (ii) renewal of mining lease for a peviod,™

on _compliance to a statute(s), circula (8) or directive(s), as applicable, to such proposals, T

" in-principle approval.

conditions or reject the same.

“which came into force aftér grant of inlprinciple approval, if any, shall also be submitted to -

the Central Government along with the reporton compliance to conditions stipulated in the

i such cases, apart from grant of final appraval under the FC Act for diversion of.

“Guch forost land for original period of mining Jease, the Central Government, shall, after
considering advice of the Forest Advisory Committee or the Statée Advisory Group, as the  °

case may’ be, and after such further enguiry as it may consider necessary, grant approval to

‘the proposal of the State/ UT Govarnment for renewal of mining {ease for a -period, as may -

ve. specified by the Central Governn ent, not exceeding twenty years, .with appropriate

" Yours faithfully

-

) . (H.C. Chaudhary)
e pgsistant Ingpector General of Forests
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" Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Gopvernmdent of India.

11. AR Advisors/ Directors/ Dy. Directors in the lmpact Assessment ﬁi})ﬁéibn, MokEH.
12.  Director, Regional Office (Heg dqguarters), Minis'try of Environment & Forests, New

A~

1.
2. N Sé«:'reta‘ry, Miniétry-’of Coal, Gov i‘hn\ent,of India.
- 3. -Se;:ret'a:ly,‘ [\'4ihi§try of Steel, Gov rr.lm.enj: of India. . L
4. . Principal Chief Cf()f)sef\‘:at_pl' of [orests, all State/ UT Governments. ' . ,
5. Ng)clal'Officet‘l the Forvest ('Cﬁi'igiﬁvgntié)i\)' Act, 1980, all State/UT Govg_'mrn‘ems.j IR
6. Al Regionalbit’ices, Ministry of Envirqnment & Forests, Governmerit of hadia. - .
L7 Joint Secretary, In-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MoEF; Government of Indin. .
8 Chatrman, - State """iiﬁy'_i‘foowlwle At “Tmpact "'~Asses&ﬁep_t'._.A'.ult.hori}y.,, Call State/UT oL
: Governments. o . . . . .. TR - :
9. Member-Secretary, State Environment, ‘Impact Assessment Authority, .all State/ LT
.. GoOvernments. . - : : .
oAl Assistant Tnspector General (of Forésts in Forest Conservatjon Division, MOER & oo

. Dethi. ) . ) ! - *
13, Menitoring Cell, Forest Conseyvation Division, MOEF for plaging a copy of the extant
gu’i‘deﬁnes'orrwebsi-te--ef»»the--M LREEE 1 S . L
14, 1S to Secietary/ DGF&SS/ ATIG (FC)/ IGF (FC), MoEF, Government of ndia.” >
15.  Guard File. ‘ : . ’ h -
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) ' H.C. Chaudhary)
: Assistant Inspector General of Forests




