
covERNMENT oF oDrsrrA Bv&sre-uufl
FOREST, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT

Copy of Govemment of India, MoEF&CC (FC Division), New Delhi Lettet dtd.23.12.2024 on
tho matter of diversion of 23.g0 ha of forest land (as per Sabik rccords as on 25.10.1980) ircluding

, 1j.0, 
n,^ of forest land in safery zooe area for Chromite Ore Midng from their IGlarangiatta Chromite

i l,r": :f 
*::".1" 

.o,ll, Corporarion Ltd. (FACOR Ltd) in Cuttack Forest Division coming under
I Jurrsdtchon of sukinda Tahasil of Jajpur Districr, odisha forwarded to the principal chief conservator

ofForests & HoFR Odisha for information and necessary action.

Memo No

Memo No /FE&CC Da
copy with copy of enclosure

irfomation and nec€ssary aLction.

/T'E&CC, Date aL/ , 0/,25
FE-DIV-FLD-0021-20tj I loF (Cons)_228/20t6

Fle is requested to submit the required information to this Departrnent for further action at this

&'''\*"-cnd

l.lemo No. 935 n'E&cc Dale Oq , 0/ , AS 
osD-cum-special secretary to Govennnent

, Copy with copy of enclosur" fo.*o.-dedlo the pri*ipal Chief Conservator ofForests (Wildlife)/ & Chief Wildtife warden. Odishr Addl. pdn"tpuf CniefCofr"wuio. 
"ii..".o trOANO, FCAct), O/oIPCCF&HoFf.Odishalorinformarionandnecessaryaction. 

4f,\-*_
OsD_cum_Special Secretary to Govemment

l.lemo No. 836 f E&CC Dare O\l ,01 .L5
. Copv wirh copv of enclosrr.. fo;a.d;; tolh"Regional Chief Conseftator ot Forests, AngulI cicle/ Divisionar Fo,esi office.- cu*ack Forest Divisi"Jil;ti#'F;; ofiicer, Dhenkanal ForestI Division for inlormation and necessary action.

osD-cum-SpeciarSeSj*;f*"--"",
t" O9 .01 ,L5
forwarded to Steel & Mines Department/ Collector , Jajpur lbr

4t,l
xtemoNo. _ 938 nl&cc Date 0q, 0/.25
_ Copy r.riti copy of enctosur. lo *Edlifii-ir""ro. rMBhawan. Kuans. Bhadrak-i56100 for i,,f"."*i"" 

"ri ""*r.r*;::;"1''

OsD-cum-Special Secrcta.y to Govemment

ines), M/s FACOR Ltd. I_axmi

ht,-t'r
to Government

ffi
F E-DIV -FLD -OO21 _20 17 I O I 12025

OSD-cum-Special Secretaly



ln view of above, the State Governmenl is requested to provide information,as indicated above, for furrher consideration of the piirJ*"ii" t[" Ufmi"iry.

3l02
6,1{,.2os7

Governmenl o{ lndia
istry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(Forest Conservation Division)

,\ Indira paryavaran Bhawan,
':). Jor Bag Road, Aligani,
,ti New Dethi _ 110003.

Dated':23-12-2024

Signed by

Suneet Bhardwaj

Yours faithfully,

L.ir:"

c.ifvtAT i ct-.

cl; As above

The Addt. Chief Secretary (Forests)
Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar

Sub: Diversion oI 23.80 ha ot ,orest land (as per Sabik records as on25.10.1980) including 2.240 ha of rorest fanO in safliry zone arel-t-or cnromite
::__T:lll-s_ 

ll?T l!:il_l"tgpnsiatra chromire Minls by riv"-r"rro arroy"uorporation Ltd. (FACOR Ltd.) in Cuttack Forest Divijion coming under
iurisdiction ot Sukinda Tehsit oi Jaipur District, Odi;h;_;;;r;ir;.
Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the State Government of Odisha,s letter i 9.0g.2022

:lll"^11"1:^i"j!"led proposar. tn this resard it is to inroim inat ine proposat hasoeen examine din the Ministrv and afler careful examination of ihe proposal
following addirionat informalion neeos to be submiri"d b;i;; d;i;6"rt.,i. K[.4-L fite of Katarangiatta Chromite Mines tuno rs6 ino ii.'.rL]i'zone is notavailable which shall be submitted.

ii. The state shall give a detaited.chronology of the mining lease/operations
indicating the period during which the 

"tairl-qro 
oroer wis iriiolce ano tneperiod during which mining was carried out without 
" 

uurlJoro"i or tn" 
"orrt.The documentary evidence including the relevant orders otln-"-"Jrrt .i,uft Ouprovided.

iii. Comments /views of the State Govt, on the representation (copy enctosed) of
*^,yj yi19 lfi:l h9l are seeking exemption under sub_secrion 1(A) ofJeclon I oT the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniya, 19g0 shallbe submitted.

30

z a l)Ec 202{

,\ ryubopy to,

Date:23-12-202416!01:5.7 
lSuneet anarffi

Assistant lnspector General of Foresis

,6)
.r/



1. PCCF (HoFF), Department of Forests, Government of Odisha' Bhubaneswar'

z. ov. odf (Centrat), Regionat olfice of the l\/oEF&CC at Bhubaneswar

i. Ni,our oiti."t (rbn), oepartment of Forests, Government of odisha'

Bhubaneswar.
4. User Agency
s. r,ilr"it"i"g bell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi for uploading on

PARIVESH Portal.
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FACOR/ Bhadrak/ Legat / OS7 / 2OZ4 Datet 25,71.2024

an area 23,800 Ha

Department ofsteel and Mines, Government ofOdisha vide its proceedinI No.677 7 / SM dtd.U .07 .2007 hasBranted mining lease over Z3.B0 hect of Non -Forest Land to M/s. Ferro Alloys Corpolatior Ltd. (FACoR) inthe village Kalarangitta of Sukinda Tahasil ofl District. The Mining Lease has been execu

(a)

U/eb!itei wwr,!.fi corgro up. in. CIN u452010R1355Prc00a400 rLv+/

Page 1of 6\L.
ted on

M,/s. Ferro Afloys Corporado"tetlc€ls"t3aCd O-.ffiqet
D.P. Nagar, POi Rendla, D:srii shed.ak, o.1ishs, r.din. 756135'1 .93-6784 2403?0/240347, !mai! facor.nlines6r!0clanra co.in
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I ,.-...pp..o""1*.1

To
The Director Generat ofl.orest
covernment oflndia,
Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Changes
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Ior Bagh Roa4 New Dethi - 110003

Refr [1] Meeting ofthe 1066 lAgenda 110.106.2) Meeting ofRegionat Empowered Committee [REC) RO, MoEF& CC. Bhubaneswar held on 30.10.2024
(2J Our Letter dated 21.70.2024 & 0A.11.2024 submitted to DDG Forest MoEF Bhubaneswar
[3) Forest Diversion proposal No. FplO R/M W 1tA+Sl1ZOLS, dralt.ti.ZAtS

subf Request for grant of exemption from the purview of ya, rsanra khan Evam samvardhan) Adhiniyam 1gB0as per the proviso given unaler ctouse. (i) oI Sub.section O ij sirni il oJ the Adhiniyam, read withconsoridated cuiderines ond crorificorioni did.zg.tz.zozi iir""i ii'i'oei ; cc, GovL of rndio or... in theo lterno,vq expediate to srant oasLage-t / In p.i".ipf" npp."rA Jiif,iilrl,o ,r.UOO ,"ct mining lease
':;fr;'#i;Tfl:"^rhromiteMines-oriAcow"[ii't'[iii"ii'i"ii!i- ft,pn g*perprivision

Respected Sir.

With utmost respect and nr.l,j::*: we would like to intimate your good ness that RegionalEmpowered committee [REC), M.EF & cc Bhubaneswar Region in its roi*.J"-tiog r,uta o, dated 30.10.2024has been recommended the Forest Diversio! proposal *o-. aaTOnTr,onTiiorr/2015, dtd.11.11.201' withrespect to Kala.ngiatta chromite Mines of M/s' Ferro Anoys corpo.uti* ita 1r,lconl to the Ministry subiectto 5 times penal Npv with penal interest liom the date ofviolation i.". ii.izliio 
"na 

p"nai cA from the useragency for violation of FC AcL 1980. In this connection, ,r" **fa f*" i" 
"rimit 

the following, for yourcompassio[ate perusal and consideration please.

(a) Kindly grant exemption ofForest^clearance as the minrng lease area of*ararangiatta chromiteMines is not courlng under the definition of-ar"*f 
", f"lrfri pi.ri* ofForest conservationAct-2 02 3 and allow us to re-opening of mining operatio'n--

(b) ltr,the alternative, kindly expediate to gratrt of stage-I / In p.irlciple clearance at the earliestwithout atry penatty since the mining operatioo ,ri" ."".i1J.oiio]n' 21,12.2016 to zs.0r.2023with the yalid Interim stay order granted by tton,tte HigU Co; oi;;isna,
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18.04.2008, between State Govemment and the FACOR The Provisions

-""" ""i"ppfL"tf",",his 
midng lease during executio ofthe lease dee

ofForest [Conseryation) Act, 19Bb

d as the entire land is ofnon-Forest

(a) the land tlrat has been declared or notified as a forest in accordance with the provisions ofthe Indian

Kisam.

subsequently, the of{ice of DFo Cuttack Division vide letter No 9555 dtd' 1212 2014has intimated us that

the lease holds area of 23.80 hect (58 81 AcreJ of tklarangiatta Chromite Mines has beell reported by

i"f,"ifa", i"Una" 
", 

rorest Kisani (ial Junglel iuring Sabik Settlernent ofodisha (prior to 25 10 19801 as

such it attracts the provisions ofthe ForeJ(Conservation) Act' 1980 In compliance to the said letter and

guidelines ofMOEF, fores diversion proposal for 23 8O hect miding lease areahas been flledvide Proposal

i 
" 

,tlonzMlrrorsr/2015 on dated 11.11.2015 At presentthe proposal is under consideration before

Ministry for appro!-al ofStage-l / ln Pri[ciple Approval'

Meanwhile on 4t August 2023, the Forest (canservation) Act lgBO has been amended by the Ministry of

Law and lustice [Le8islative Department) vide Cazette Notification No 18 and called as "The Forcst

lionsewationl arneoament Act-2023". Th; provision of this Act has come into force we f 1't December

2023inaccordancewit}theGazetteNotificationdtd-02.ll.2023.InthispresentamendmentoftheForest
(Coflservation) Amendment Act-2 023, a new provision of"Secfion-lAl has been inserted after Section-1 of

the Priocipal Act as under:

luote : "4, After section 1 of the principal Act, the following section shall be iflserted' namely: -
'1A. (11 The following tand shall be covered under t}le provisions ofthis Act' namely: -

ForestAcL 1927 or under any other law for the time being in force'

l}J the land that is not covere d under clause [d], but has been recorded in Govemmentrecord as forest as

on or after the 2560ctober, 1980:

heholf.

Administration."

Un Ouote:

In this context, we
Act 1980. Nowwe
mining lease area

4qJldnatlorl _.For l}re purposes ofthis sub-section, the expression 'Govetnment record' means record held

bfRevenue Department or Forest Departnent of the State Government or Union ter tory Administration'

or any authority, local body, community or council recognized by the State Govemment or Union teritory

have already suhmitted our tePresentation to t}le various authority ofOdisha (as per FC

are furnishing herewith the followiDg documents to yourSood ness as evidence that total

23.800 Ha [16 plots) has been chan8ed from foaest use to use for non-forest purpose

01.04.1993 i.e. much prior to 12.12.1996 as under:

Consolidated Guidelines-2o23 issu

govemment forest
declared or notified

ldnil (revenue forest Ia d) not

under the IFA ot' local Act which ha's

ed MoeF & CC saYs the
MoEF &CC New Delhi has

issued Consolidated
Guidelines and Clarifi cations

01

M/s. ferte Allo\rs Corparatlon Ltd. 1A subsldiarv o{ vedanta lld)
ieElslsedgrne!
o.q Naga., POr Randia. Dlst-i Bhadrak, Odieh, ladia '756 135

, .nr"ita" zcotzo/zcoz47, Eft\5il: ia.o.mines@vedtnta''o-in / tacor'cF@vecianta co-in

Website: www.fa.o.g.oup^in, CiN: U452O1Oli1955P|COO84OO

29.12.2023
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under Van (Sanral<shan

Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam 1980 and Van

[SaBrakshan Evam

Samvardhanl Rules-2023

been changed from forest use to use lor non- purpose on
or before the 72h Decemben 7996 wtth the opproval of
comwtent authority ln the Stlte/AI sho. be exefipted

ftofi the putuiew of the Adhiniyan a$ per the proviso
given under .lause (b) oI subaection (7) ofnewly inserted
section 1 A ofthe Adhthiyam (Annexure A1)

02

20.77.2014
&
2L.0A.2023

Land Certificate issued by
Tahsildar Sukinda

As per tlis Land Certificate, the said lease land was as

Anabadi Sal lungle i,e. Revenue Forest land during Sabik

Settlement i.e. prior to 25.10.1980 and changed to use of
non-forest Kisam prior lo 12.72.7996. {Annexure A2)

Land of Kalarangaitta Mines has never been declared or
notified as forest in accordance with the provjsions of the
IFA -1927 orunderanyother law for the time being in force.

03 18.04,2008

Lease deed executed by Govt.

of Odisha for Kalarangiatta
Mines

As per lease deed, the entire lease land i.e. 23.800 Hect is

coming under non-Forest Kisam and mining operatjon was
calried on accordingly, (Annexure A3)

04 21.0A.2023

Land Certificate issued by
Tahsildar Sukinda

The Lease iand has been changed from forest use to non-
Forestpurpose in the HalSettlement record in the year 1993
i.e. much prior to 12s D ecelj,bet 7996 (Annexure A4)

05 DLC

DLC (District Level

Committee) report of Ja)pur
District available at Sukinda

Tahasil Office,

IGara No. 120, 176, A2,37 and 6, of Kalarangiatta ining
lease in the village Kalarangiatta under Sukinda Tahasil of
Jajpur Distrid is not coming under the DLC report ofJajpur
Disffict

06 23,04.1980

Gazette notificarion issued

the Deputy Seoetary to the
covernment Revenue

Department, Golt of odisha

Revenue Dept. has dirccled that Proceedings relating to
Surve, Preparation of Record of Rights and Settlement of
Rent shall be carried on simultaneous with respect to all
lands comprised u/ithin the extemal boundaries ofSnkinda
Police Station in the District ofcuttack excluding the areas
under Resewe Forests,
NB: Kalarangiafta village is comingunder Sukinda P-S.

07 04.01.1993

Hal Settlement Map issued by
SetdementOfficer

Land Settlement process started in the year 1980 and
completed during the year 1993 as evident from tie Hal
Settlement Map whercin the Senlement office has certified
and si8ned it on. 4!b January 1993 under Rule-29 read wirh
Rule-60 ofthe Orissa Survey & SetdementRules -1960,

08 01.04.1993

Record of Right (RoRl has

been issued by Tahsjldar
Sukinda for plots of
Kalarangjatta Lease

As perthe said ROR, the entire plots are coming under non-
Forest Kisam @aneyure ASJ

Itis evident fiom the above legal documents; itis categorically justified thatthe above lease lanil overan area
23.800 Ha (16 plotsJ of Kalarangiafta bbromite Mines has been chaDged from forest use to use ofnon-forest
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Mls. Fer.oAlloys Corporarjon Ltd. la s,rbsidia ry cf Vedlira Ltd.)
BBrlgeaell q6i6e:
O.P ilagar, POi RandiE, olsr.: Bhadral! O:tis'riB, lndia. 75013:
\ +91-67 A4 24Alzr/240247, E63i!: fa.or.mi nes@vedn rta..o, in / tb.or.crn@v6rtan1a.(o_an
u/.brite: ipww.facc.Sro$p.1n, c!Ni u452o1oR19s5pLa@a4oo.



ffi vedon*E ffia*-$H
l1.{ll6rl)f,:!i,tq 6i*rr{5rt$

puryose prior to 12.12,1996 and the above lease lanal is not coming u[der the definition of"Forest" as per tlie

proviso ofForest Conservatiol Act-2023. Hence the above lease land shall be exempted from the purview of

Van [sanrakshan Evam samvardhan] Adhiniyam Amendment Act, 2023 and no such Forest clearance will be

required in respect of Kalarangiatta Chromite Mines ofFACOR,

(b)JusdficatioDs/clarifications/documents regarding the mining operation irl respect of IGlarangiatta
chromlte Minesover an area 23,800 Hect, (as per SabikRecords as on 2S'10.1980) ofM/s. Ferro Alloys
Corporation Limited {FACOR) was carried on up to 25.01.2023 with lawtul authority & provision oflaw.

1l Instant Mining Lease (ML) of Katarangiatta Chromite Mines ovel ar area 23.800 Hect. of FACOR was

recorded Non-Forest Land as per valid statutory documents available i.e. (a)Gmnt Order Proceeding

dated 17.07.2007 issued steel and Mines Covt. ofOdisha (b) Lease deedexecuted on 18 04.2008 between

the Collector & District Magistrate Jajpur and FACOR (bl Surface RiSht issued on 05.05.2010 grarlted by

the CollectorJajpur since inceptron and mining opeEtion was caaried on accordingly.

2J MoEF &CC guidelines Ietter No B-78I1996-FC [pt] dated 10.03.2015 and land details available from DFO,

Cuttack based on certified land schedule as per Sabik settlement received from concerned lahsildat
entire M.L. area of23.800 were coming under Forest Kisam [Revenue Forest] prior to 25.10.1980.

3) As per stipulation ofabove MoEF dated 10.03.2015, we have deposited of Rs.1,73,74000/- toward NPV

for 23.800 Ha offorest laDd (as per Sabik record) @7,30,000/- with Adhoc CAMPA on 26.06.2015 and

subsequentlywe have submitted diversion proposal to the Nodal Office on 11.11.2015 and the State Govt.

has recommended the instantproposal on 27.07.2016.

4) Meanwhile MOEF & CC vide its guideline dtd.09.03.2016 and 30.09.2016 have allowed mining operation

in the Sabik Kisam Forest land up to 31,12-2016. As such the mining operation was continuiog in
Kalarangiatta Chromite Mines upto 31n December 2016with lawful authority.

5l Since the stoppage of mining operations beyord 31.12.2016 as per MOEF & CC Circulars, which direcdy
impact several thousands ofour direct and indirect workforce engaged at our Mines and Captive Charge

Chrome Plan! we i.e. FACOR has filed W.P. ICJ 19486/2016 before Hon'ble High Court ofOdisha praying

therein to quash the said Circulals and allow mining operation ofthe mines. Comidedng the praye. of
the FACOR, Hon'ble High Court of odisha has granted Inte m Stay vide its order dtd. 20 .12.2076 afid

aliow to the mining operation of Kalarangiatta Mi[es: The relevant portion of the order is highliShting

as under:

Ouote - Order dtd. 20.12.2016:
xxxxx.....,.,..J(xxxx,.,........ "lt is not disputed by Sri Bose that in the connected writ petitions order of
stotus quo hss been grdnted to the petitloner, Accordingly, a similar order of status quo as on date
regdrdw mrning operqtion shqll be mqintdined by the poraies til the next date. The opp. parties

may fle counter affdavits b) 09,01.2017 ond the petitioner shnll have a week thercafter to Jile reioinder

aflidovit. Li$ tle rnatter on 16.01.2017 along with the connected writ petitions."

0n the next date oftisting i.e. 04 16.01.2017, Hon'ble High Court of0disha has instructed to continue

the interim order till t}te next date of listing. lnterim order was continuing from 16.01-2017 up to
25.01.2023 since the case was notlisted until25.01.2023 from 16.01.2017. Subsequently on25.01.2023
Hon'ble High Court dismissed the Writ Petition, and the interim stay granted earlier has been vacated
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Mls. Ferto Alloys Corporatiori Ltd. {asqbsidiary cfveCanta Ltd.l

8e€1.le.ej,Qltj4g!
O.P Nasar, FOi Ba.dl!, Dlst-: Bh:drak, orlisha, lr.lia - 756 13s
t: 1r7-61A4?4O!2a/2403a7, Em!iL tacor.niiner@vedanta..o,in / ti.o...!@vsdanaa..o,ir
Websitei aww.fa.o€ro!p,ln, ClNi U45201O81955PLCOo8400.
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sue-motto.ln complianceto the said order dtd.25.01.2023 ofqon'ble High Court ofOdisha the ancillary
mining operation of Kalarangiatta Mires has been stopped we.fl 25.01.2023, Copies are eDclosed
herewith as Amexure 81 Series for reference.

6) ln compliance to the said order dtd. 25.01.2023 of Hon'ble High Court of Odisha, the mining operation
of Kalarangiatta Mines has been stopped w.e.t 25.01.2023 and the certificate issued by the Dy. Direcror
Miner Jajpur, Odisha under Letter No: 928 / Mines/ dated: 17.04.2023 that no miring operation
was carried outafter 10.01.2023 at Kalarangitta Chromite Mine. [Copy enclosed asAnnexure-82].
Hence, we have not attributed any violation as per Van [Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980 and amendedthereof.

7) Pertainingto attributed to the violation ofForest fconseryation) Ac! 1980 and impose ofpenal NPV/CA,
we would Iike to be highlighting the obseruation and decision ofHon'ble For€st Advisory Committee in
its meeting dated 14.11.2023 [Agenda No.11] with respect to Forest Diversion p.oposal of Balasore
Allols Ltd as under:
Observatio[ of Hon'ble FAC as per Clause no 3.viii: As per I]on,ble ]tigh Court Ordc, dated
20.05.2022 in the matter ofBalasore Alloys Ltd vs Union oflndia, the interim order ofstay has rlot been
extended after 17.12,2019. Thereafter Deputy Director, Mjnes, Jajpur vide letter dated 06.06.2022 has
suspended all mining operations until further orders.
Observation ofHon'ble fAC as per Clause n o,+| After thorouoh deliberutions &disc ssions with CF
(FCA). GoO & DDGF (Centrall. RO BhubaneswaL the Advlsor! Conmittee rccomrnended that the
Sttte Govefifient shall ensure that ds oer the otioinol condltion oLstgge:! gDoroval iloted
18.ir,20 76, the dmount of penal Npv wt be depositei b!-the UA from i;.D,2019 to 06.06,202 2 os
under:

In the above proposal, it is cla fied that Hon,ble FAC has lreen considered violation ofFCAct 1980
for clntinuing of mining operatiol after vacation of Interim Stay gralted by Hon,ble Hlgh Court
ofOaisha.

8] The Clause (v) of Para-1.16 [Ex-post Facto approval and penal provisions) of Chapter 1 (General
clarifications ard couft ordersl of the consolidated cuidelines clarilication issued under van
[sanrakshan Evam Samdhran) AdhinyaB 198 o and Rule 2023 says If the violation is not attributoble
to the user agencv. no oenaltv shall be imposei! on Ud'er dgencar,

In light ofthe above facts,legal justifications/documents/ Court Order/records it is clarified that the mining
operation ofKalarangiatta chromite Mines ofFACoRfiom 31st December 2016 upto 25.01.2023 was continuing
with the la&'ful autiority / in accorda[ce with the valid Interim stay order granted by Hon,ble High court of
odisha and we have not violated any provision ofForest (conservatio[] Act, 1980 and amendedthereofduring
such period.

Sincethe miningoperation was carried out aeper_rtre.vili.rdt${imfmy ordergrantedby High Court, the peral
NPV & Penql CA shall not arise in this instance case of figffii&iihromite [4ines oI FACOR,

bd{miJ naiiEroq1r)3 nyollAl:lrel ;\:ti
'|!qFL JsiC ;n*q6ii{i4

: -- ,.. .-..1i&{8{1-:rl9-..- . .,.
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M/r. Ferro Alloyr ccrporation Ltd- (a subsrdiz ry or ved. nr, Ltd.)
Sejtllered Ofmcer
D.P Na8rr, PO: Randin, Dist.r Bladrak. odi.h., tndia - 758 115'( +s14784 24{J3to/24o347, Em,jit: i!corminer(rvednnta co.in / facor..p@vedanra.co.tn
lvebsite: vwer.facorgroup.ifi , CIN: U45201OR195SpLaooa4oo
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Furtier, we would like to be hiShlighting your Sood ness that the Mioing operation of Kalaralgiatta Chromite

Mines has been discontrnued with effect from 25-01-2023 due to pending ofStage-l/in Principle Appro land

stage- approval for the totat mining Iease area 23.800 Hect as per Sabik record priol to 25.10.1980. Due to

discontinuaoon ofProduction and dispatches for more than two years, Kalarangiatta Chromite Mines is having

highest risk to getting Iapsed on 25.01.2025 as per Section 4[A)4 of Mines and Minerals lDevelopment and

Regulationl Act 1957 read with Rule 2o(1) of the Minerals (other than Atomic and Hyd.ocarbons Energy

Mirerals) Concession Rules,2016 ("MC Rule 2016').

As such, (al Grant of exemption of Forest Clearance as per Van [Sanrakshan Evam Samva.dhan] Adhiniyam

[Amendment-2o23) Or... iD the alternate (b] Grant of Stage-l/in Principle Approval and Stagell approval at

the earliest to ae-openingthe mining operation in at Kalarangiatta Chromite Mines to save the mininglease from

ldpsingas perprovision ofMC Rule 2016.

PNAYER

Itr the above circumstarces, we most Sraciously pray to your Sood self, kindly grant permission at the earliest

as under to:

(a) Kindly grant exemption of Foiest clearance as the mining lease area of Kalarangiatta Chromlte

MiDes is not coming under the definition of"Forest" as per the proviso of Forest Conseryation

Act'2023 and allow us to re-opening of mining operation.
Or....

[b) Itr the alternative, kindly expediate to g[alrt of Stagel / In Principle clearance at trle earliest

without any penalty since the mining operation was carried out from 31.12.2016 to 25.01.2023

with the valid Interlm stay order granted by Hon'ble High Court of Odisha, turther it is also

evident that No mining operation was caried out after 1O,OIZO23 at Kalarangitta Chromite

Mine as per the certificate issuedbyDDM Jaipur, tn LetterNo:928 / Mines/ dated: 17,o4.2O23.

Your kind cooperatiol & considemtion for ea.lypermission inthis reEard will be highly appreciated and
obliged

Thankingyou

Yourc faithtully,

For Ferro Alloys Corporatlon Ltd

)J''-
Muthumarl M
Auttrorised Singatory
Encl i As above

a)e-q'

. - 
A0a{rtolmn6r

M/a FcmAtroF Corpor-ation Llmibd
Did. J8jpu.

It

M/s. Ferro Alloyi Corporatlon Ltd. (a subsldi!ry of vedanta Ltd )

Be6Eter93-Sqe-
o.P Nara., po: flandi6. oirt I E!ad..k, odisha, lndla - 7s6 135
"t ,91-67A4241)120/24!347, Emaiir iJcor-min€!@vedaotN.co.in / facorc.p@vedartt3.co.in
website: w\l.n ,fa aarg.oup. in, CtN: U452OxoR1955PLcoca4co,
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c'orcmlItent of hdia

* * "'B';{lti#J #tl,.:il* 
::::-yava,an Bhawan.

AliEali' Jor Bag Road'

ul*o'u'i - t tooor'

Dated' ?96 Decf,ber' 2023

ORDER

This issues rvith the apploval of the compo@t ar$hoiity'

Yours faittfiity,

-P; "'''*iRamerh Kunar Pandey)

kripeclor General of lotesr

Dismufion tol

l- HI#I6#*I*,NIC wifi a rc+rest ro upli'ad th€ same or the ldeltsite of the

Minisrry

Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, the

Eva1n AdhiniYam,

I
I

i

I

I
!
,

2W:,
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provisrors.orfi reaci;;;I""#,lToT"."#lif;l1,,l*Xo;l*,,rrro,rn"
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fl:*"*h:,.fih:x''tr*til:i!;1 :: fiflfi:i"fi::1:1T [l#:
(ii) Land that is not covered urder

recorded as foresr on o, "0",,ii,;H:A'l:lj.*Lrr 
above i.e rands which is

;l#.::;L:,..,#t,r*tf,ft 
f*lqr*fl *,,n",ffH:;;,[il-tA or local Act which has he.

pnpose on or before rhe 12rh l.

#J11i{##.'".#{**"':;r*;:rur:hl#fl*ii:*ffi
{iii) The proposars on forest landun(

tux$kllfl$n*:**#*btffi*
(iv) The provisions of tfre nct art

aroresrarioD raised on Driv,re il:tr:rr-Iill" :, rhe rree. pranrarion and

1:;tittT:},,T,,,;#**lf*tri*-l**i[t,iml
(v) Forthe purpose ofexplanatjon of

{ l, ol section I A of r r, " a a r.;-;, -8-ov"e,Tm€nt 
records pro v ided under subseclion

$i';'ffiilffi]Igr*,61;=.:rffi ffffi ::"T"1,H[:iJ[:,:f,

Ififfil'fi ),'T"""i;il##fj".H1[::""_fi lLf i'ff :,1::trffi:
regurar intervars by s J: c;;..#ii.;TLH"" il:j*-;,;H].[X#", ",

GeD€ral Clarificafion|
(i) Tte trrm .tree. 

for the prpose o

l;*:iHrru:,iiffiiriil:.:"|+iill,i;#:T,l: jt j.i::"x
rle ror.sr area unjer iu -o" rdle/ or other forest Acr that may be in force-in

(ii) Development/ constructjon of fa.i
forest areas for rhe fr_fr ;;; ##Iil::Jfl"3iJ:^T,#ffffiffJj 

:3TJ:,;:
30
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AASTRAC"

Rssia = O,€: A.:ai or 0,26n EecG.
PeiteJabirrri = 56 I I atr€s o! 22..":39 !ii!irs:

?o eIllqt EI!'gn
la:rd a:rd
€e€rc.!,farr,
vlia, wolk e:e

?n t!t!g 6rd

PARTd:

LIEERTTAS, POWERS AND PRIVTLEGtr^S TO BEE CERCISED .{XD ENJOYEN BY T}ELESSE/LESSEES SUE.TECi TO TTtrERESTRICTTOITS AI'D CONDITIONS II{ PART In-

1. Lrbersv aqd pslver ai a-li tiEes durirg the ler!] hereb;demjsed to enler upoir i*he sali i;"ods;t.."_;JX
naa aso, d,i€, d.r!u lo,, qdn,. wofti Ee.-l[]"".*convei,. gdry awa:- er,Ld a;*r." "i--'ol'"'.jiE lneral 1 mia€r,Is

2-. iiherB, e$d po!lrel..&r or ilr eonae€tian witb ajly cI t!1qpu-r-Fo!e6 meDEioned .n rhis pa.n ,o 
"LJ.* 

o-ir=' -JuT+"trn 1!!d Lse in rhe Fad tsr rs aio pirs stlart-s ,:rcLqes
trrttt.s telFls ltuarerwals ajr-ra) s Hnd 

".i_. .";; ;;;';;]Jse B13rniail1 deeper. or erle-Lt a.!:y exstm! ll.orks of ii.c!l.e natu:e ifl Lle sdid lailds

!; Librt-y srnd peq/ei ior or ia carrdetiql
FurnoseE EemliorlEd la ,Us pui ,-o oei:*

rr: : r..3 !i 1:t.i a.i:ra _r;; I

r6t LdnC

T6.1al

tr-g; Atr.s sqi8l {c.-et

ili0

etc,:'
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Pin'75501& E-maih fda!! !i!ld 4qlg!'1? il .9,r!!1

Ta}a

A nnp-vtl:ts- - t+z)

fair.h1u1ly,

trtter No '*'S'&g lDate'3] ''ffi"*ala

T'
The Chiel Financial Oflicer

r'irru nrws cotporatiorr ldt" D P' Nagar' P-o-Randia'

Dist-Bhadr:ak

$1b: Furnishin€ o! sabik-hal status qlld kisam af laild oi Kaiarangiatta
-"" '&Joii-iu'xr-es of Mls Femo Alioy$ corpotation Ltd'

Reii Ysur o{lic€ letkr No. FACoIi / Bha&ak I r'{]eal / 74 I 2023

,dtd,07-OSr!23-

Sir, .

lwith reference to tbe letler on tl'!e subjeet ei:ed at'ove' I af} to

lurrfsh 'hetewith Sabik-hal stalus zrrrd lcisa:Tt oi the land in a sepErate

st eei of ne* Flots No215/1663, 78' 83' 48' A5' 47' 2r4' 215' 114' 42'

266, go3, 304, 259, 260& 258 under diffeter\t! klEta o{ Mou'a-

Bal€ta:ngiatia tri l(alarangiglta Chroniite Mines of Mfs Ferro Alloys

Colporntion Ltd.

Thin is t)r ):ou infortnation and ncee$saty action

Encl: As above-
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I1{ T}IE hlGH COUnT OI OBXSSA, CUTTACK,

( Original Jurisdiction Case)

w.Pi fcl t*o:E&ta6 t)Fr2&16,. , 
'

tcoDE No.l491trq)

I}{ THE I',IJITTSR OF;

An apolication under Arlicles )?6 ata 227 ot

the Constitutidn of India;

AND

IN ?HE II|ATIER Ofr

An application chlile*ging $$e guid€lhes

lssued by the Ministry of En\dronment, Forest

and Climate Chang€ (Forest Conservation

Divrsiofl) dated 10,03.2015 and. dated

09:03.a016 issued by tt6 Miristry of

meit,, ' a@Est aod ef imaie. ciaiige

{Fo?est Coa.gllvation Diyrsioiir'.€hd Arynexuie.

:5 is$usd by lhe Divisiona! forest Offt.er

Forest Diuision/ Cuttack and intimation

.10.2016 by tie Dbpxty eirector,

Articte 14 and 19(1Xg) of thetrnstitutio* of

' l':;: :IAND

lrdia;



tn ?t{E i{ArTE { OF!

IH T}TE HATTER OF:

Aft appllcEtion ahalleaging the decisron of the

Govern$eflt of Indj-ar fiBistry af Environrn€nt,

Forest afld Climate Change afld suilgequent

me.no of Mifi$try oi Forest and Eovi.ol.}menh

ANO

aerro Ailoys CorporaUon Limited, A cornpany

register€d. under the Companis Act. 1956

hayiog its regirtere, ofnc€ at tshadrak,

.epresented throuqh AsIOk Kumar Sethyr aged

.ahout 49 yeer$, Son of LatE Agani Sethy, a!

pres6nt workifig as Manager (Admn"), Hls.

Perro Alloys (hrporation Ltd., At-Laxmj

Bhawan, PO: (uang, Oist- Ehad.rak.

.......,"PETI?IONe&

'Versu+'

1. Union of lfldia, represented through Se{netsry,

Mioistry of !ftvirGament and Forests,

Mines and Circular dated l3ri septefiber, ?0I6

bearing no.F ilo.B-79/r996-Fe (pT), Minrstry of

Eoviroflmefll. Fore$ and Climate Charrge

extonding the peri*d 31sr December, 2016;

AND

ii

\-,.-



Paryal]arao Bhawan, CGO Compiex' Lodhi

Road, New Delhr-1 100t1'

Z. s!a!e of Odisha, repre$snted 
, 
th:olgh tbe

it'oi ro'u't 
'ndPrinciPal SecretarY, DePadtner

I

i
I

:

1

t.!

I
i

I

l

Envi.onment. At-S€cretarlat

Bhubaneswar, Dist. Khurda, Odisha'

Auildin€,

3. Director ot Miqes, Directorate of Miniirg &

Geo,lsgy, Govt. oi Odi*ha, Bhobaneswar, Disl'

Khurda

4. The Deputy Direltor of M,nes. Jajpur Road

,.,&tlPur R$ad, Dist. i4Pl,l'rt

5. Dlvisional roieit, .ofricer, cuftaik Forest

aivision, Gha,takutut il

cutta{k-75i016.

tripada, Madhupatni,

6. State potlution Controi Board. Od;sna'

fepEsented oy its Memb€r secreEry, Paribesh

Bhdy{a;. A/i rB Nilakantha t'}aglq,r- un*:viu,

96u6unsswar-751 01 2, OdisttB.

lhi€ w.ir ,rali'l^* -*_^-rj:fhe

' -:r,j= iirr .

.......0FFog[TE PAEIt&



w.F.(c) tao.t9486 o{ e0t6

Conn€d wirh W.P.{C) I.las.

1283t o{2016.

Shri A.K BoBe, learned

India har pu! in Eppcarancc on

09.O1,2017 and the pedtiqaer shall

fr le rqjoinde. affidavit.

Ljst tlri* rDatteI on 16.01.

cdrrnecied v.dt peEitions.

Cdlce notp 6s to adion (ifany),
takansn otdef

4146,4157 q{rd

Sollcitor Ceneral ot

of oFp. pa.q/ no.l-
leamed Addl. OofL

a week thereaJter to

17 alimg $ith the

lo. H. c.-981

St l.jo,
of

t?,?o:6

Ueion oi India and Shri B-P

Advocate has accepted notice on ot tlr State-opposile

parties 2 to 5. Lat c)dra capies 
"f 

tlrc

on ther4 witlin 48 houls.

petition be :ersed

Steps to ssrsE opp, party

d€i's blt speed post r$ith A-8, Offlce

esrXy rstaI,rable date.

It i$ net di$puted by Shri

t .ken withiB tlr€e
serld ao€ca fxing an

i, tlte eoaiectcil
ri'rii petitiors oideo: gf statu$ qro be€n granted 10 the

pcfitiooc.. Acaordingty, sirnilar order ol quo as on date

re8arding .Eiiing optration shBU be by *,Ie palrjit
tiu th€ tre*i date:

' The opp. pagie3 may file affdal,irs b5r

+ll- v. .Ute''eJ- 
^

9/- 'D'l' ae 6$E'8i'J'
peP

. ORDER WIIH€IGN'$UR!Dabof
Oder

1 (ll. C.) 6-1,m, 0 -l,a-t-?016

M ug*',

03,

l
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lN THE Hr6r{ couRT oF ORISSA/ CUTTACK"

( Origi nal .lurisdiction Case )

w.p. {c ) NO.19486 0F 2016

(coDE NO.1_40_1-qO)

IN THE MATTER OFI

An appllcation under Articles 226 anli 227 of

the constituticn orlndia;

' 
AND

IN THE MATTER OF:

Article "-4 ard iS(l)(9) ol tne Consttuton oF

I nd ia;

AND

IN THE MAAIER OF:

An application challenging the guidelines

issued by the Ministry of E'tvironment, Forest

and CrirT ate Chanqe (Fo.est Conservatron

Division) dated 10.03.2015 afld dafed

B9.03-2016 issued by the lvlinistry of

Environment" Fo.est and Climate Change

{Forest Conservation Divisionl antl Ar'lnexure-

15 issued by the Divisional Fbresl Officer,

Cuttack Fotjesl Division, Cutiack a.trd intimalion

dated 06.10.2016 L1y the Deputy Dlrector,



IN THE I"IATTER OF

I'lrrlt:1 anr-j i.itirl:'t ,: l,-,tJ I .J, !ti)lr:L ji:,ar_ 201{r

ll.:iiir r.9 oo.;:r [,]iJ d .tj,r j ttl,ar t(. iit ). llirir,Lr! r,]l

Lnr.,ira)r)mef t, Foirjsl .l d Ci!aitdtE Ci.tet!.1

extelcjing the petrcaj fl,,r Decen]ilcr, f016;

Ah"D

4n application challenging the decision of the

Governmeqt ol lnd,a, Min,stry oF EnvirJq..p,)l,

Forest and Clima{:e Change and subsequenf

memo of Nlintstry of Fs1g51 3a6 Envir6nmsjg.

AND

Ferro Allcys Co.poration Ljmited, A campany

registered under lhe Compa[jes Act, t9-56

having its registered ofiice at Bhadrak,

represented through Ashok Kumar Sethy, aqed

about 49 years, Son of tate. Agani Sethy, at

presenl worklag as Mqnager (Admn,). t4ls,

Fer.o Ajloys Corporaticn Ud., At-Laxmi

Bhawan, pO: Kuans, Disl. B1ad.ak.

...,,...PETITIONER.

-Versus'

1. 'rinicn oi 1tdia, iericscit:c througi Searriary,

iqiristry oi E:tvii-ctment and l.ol.ests,

IN THE MATTER OF:

V



Piry;lv.lran Biliv',an, t(;O l.oFilpiux. L"odhi

il.ild, N.rYj f).ll I 1 10 1-,.

2 Si,]rle o: Ollsila, rePI(iseiled ih-ougn the

Princiral Secre:aiv, lJepilr:rnalnl cf Fl)l'i:s" ;rnc

LnV rc-nn-renl, At-Scafarla.iai: Stri cinq.

rr ''-+:L.J D I /')CanJ.r)

3. Dlre.to, of liinas, Directo.oLc of l'1rni.q &

Geology, Govt. of odisha, Bliubaneswar, Dist.

Kh u rda.

5. Divisional Forest Oificer, Cuttack Forest

Drvieion, Gh;takula, Nuapiida, Madnu patra,

Cuttack.753016,

6. State Poilution Control Bcard, Odisha,

represented by iG Member Secretary, Paribesh

Ahawan, A,/118 Nilakantha NaEar, Uoit-VUi:,

Bhubaneswar-751012, Odisha.

......OPPOSITE PARTIES.

1L"

The matter Cut ol \,!hj.h thi< drrir ncrrl;..-

4. The Depuly Di!.c.loi ol Mlnes- Jajpirr Road

Circle, At/PO: Jajpur Road, DiSt. laipur',

Od ish a.
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Sl. No.
of Order

W.F,lC) No. 19486 of zo16

Mr. A.K. Bose, lqarned As$t

Gove.nment oI lndia states fhat

co..rected w.P.{C) No. 12830/20 16

rnay be read as in respocse to tbe a

w.it petition also.

Lea.ned counsel for the

submits that copy of Lhe counler

Otfice note as to aciion {ll any).
tskon on Oade.

Soli.itor Gqneral for

counrer affidavit in
4

16.0i.20r

connected w.P.(C) No. 12830/20I6

counsel for the peiitioners in thiE r{ri

so as to enable the peijtioners to file ply to the same

It is thus directed that copy

filect in W.P.{C) No.t283O/2016 bc

the counter arlldaviL

on the lea,Tred

petitjon \.virhi three

da-vs.

The petitioners in this lrrit
weeks lherealte:- to file rejoinder vits.

along ll/ith W.P.{C)List it immediarely

No.12830/20 16.

interim order to continue till th next date of iisting.

ilts made iD this

titiorers, ho$'ever.

rit liled in tbe

be se ed on him

tio. shall have tqo

- y. Sr*"*rti, L'T

been liled, \i,hich

8K
SA

I' :DtL (7.

\

1
yB

O'iDER YYIT I"I SIGNATURE

1 {H. C.) 6-1,00,000-14-7.2016
bI

n

e,r,-7;,

Dale of
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IN TEE I{IGTI COIJRT OF ORISSA AT CUTTACK

Petitioner
Mr. S. MohaPatra, Sr. Adv.Fe o AlloYs CorPotation Ltd'

Ilnion of hdia atd othets

Ord€r' No.
05

the

CORAM:
DR JUSTICE B'R. SARANGI
MR JUSTICE B.P. SATAPATHY

ORDER
25-07,2023

This matter is taken up through hyb d mode

2. Heatd Mr. Shyamanarda Mohapatr4 leamed Senior Counsel

appearing along wi counssl for the Petitioner;

Mr. P.K. M te appearing for

leam€d Cetrtral

Parhi, leamed Dy.

Solicitor
to quash tlle

guideline guideline dated

dated 09.03.201610.03.2015

under 6 under Amexute-l8

vironment, Forests and

Climate Change (Forest Co Division). The petitioner further

seeks to quash the communication dated I1.03.2016 issued by the DFO,

Cuttack under Annexure-l5, by which it has becn directed to submit the

proposal for diversion of forest laod as soon as possible for onward

transmission.

4. Mr. Shyamananda Mohapatm, leamed Senior Counsel appearing

along with Mr. ?. Panda, Ieamed counsel for the petitioner seeks four

weeks time to addrcss the Court on the merits ofthe case.

with

14

eEdP

MI

da#d

deline
#q

01.04

*rit petitioDpetitioner has

oflndia.

Ann

with

0.09

Page 1 of 3

W.P (C) No. 19486 of2016

*

OPPosite Partia
Mr. P.K. Muduli' AGA

Mr. D.R Bhokta, CGC alongwith
M\.P.K. Parhi, DSGI

3.

of the



5. Mr. D.R.'Bhokta, leamed Cenhal Govemmcnt Counsel appearing

along with Mr. P.K. Paxhi, leamed Dy. Solicitor General of India

conteflded that similar matter had i$me up for cousideration before the

apex Cowt 1n M/s Balasore Allqs Ltd. V. State of Od.ishq and others

(SLP (C) No. 10237 of 2022) and the said case was not entcrtained by

the apex Court, since the mining operation was going on without ary

forest cleamnce and, as such, the Special Leave to Appeal was

pemitted to be withrlrawn by the petitioner, by order datad 06.06.2022.

Furdrer, relying upon the said order, the matters which are pending

before this Cout, i.e., W.P.(C) No. 12830 of 2016 (LI/s Tota Stuel Ltd.

V. Onion of India a d othe$t and W.P.(C) No.3gq6 of )016 (M/s

Indisn Metals and Feno A110!6 Ltd" IMFA, Khurda y. Union ol Indis
and olhers), have orders dated 26.08.2022 afi
21.09.2022 f the petilioner haviug

stood fti be disposed of in
terms of

6. vocate appearitg

for the

lrot have

Cuttack F 11.03.2016 under

Anner-ure-15 of forest land for
ouward transmis or irregularity has been

terference with the same.comrnitted by the so as to causc in

te-opposite

s

Division

di

that since

te, the

lettet

potitioner does

Forest Officer,

As such, the claim made by the petitioner for quashing ofAanexure_l5

cannot be sustained in tbe eye of law.

7. Havitg heard leamed counsel fol fie parties and after going

through the records, this Court finds that though the petitioner has

sought permission for enyironmental clearance, tlut it has not rccaived

the same. Consequentially. il cannol operate the quarry. Therefore, in

absence of forest clearance cartificate if any order has been passed by

Pdge 2 of3



the Divisional Forest Officer, Cuttack Forest Division' vide tetter dated

11.03.2016 uader Aonexure-15, to zubmit the proposal for diversion of

forest la:ed for onward transmission, no itlegaLity or irregularity has

been committed by the authority so as to t'arrart interference of this

Court. Futhermore, a similar matter was considored by the apex Court

in M/s Baltsore Altoys Lld (supra), which was v'ithdrawn by the

petitioner therein. Simitady, relying upon the order ofthe apex Court in

the aforesaid case, W.P.(C) No 12830 of 2016 filedby Ws Tata Steel

Ild. and w.P.(C) No'3996 of 2016 fled by Ws Indian Metals and

Fewo Alloys Ltd, lulve already been withdraim by the respective

parties,

8. In the above view of the matter, this Court is not inalined to

entertain this writ s going on without any forest

for its operatiou.clearance, w

TAPATIII)
JUDGE

(DR. B.R.

a

-"s:+

i€]ili-+x:-

J

Page 3 oI3
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11-91./2012-FC(Pt. )

Minutes of the Meeting of the Advisory Committee (AC) meeting

held on 14.11.2023

AgmdaNo l 
F e No' 8-092018-FC

Sub: Proposal lor div€rsion of forest land lor ext€nsion of lease of 94'98 ha' for setting

up of eferimental farm at Peruvamamuzhy Rang€ in Kozhikode District by Indian

Institute ol Spices Research (IISR)- regalding'

l.Theabovestatedagen.lailemwasconsiileredbyAdvisoryCotruDittee(AC)initsmeeting
.n to.or0ra. fO".o.esPonding details of the agen'la may be seen at www Darivesh nic'in'

i.' orr"g ,n" ."*"g, ali the facts and back8round ol the ptoposal' alo:e wi:h eTl'nation

oI the prJposal ia ihe DSS werc presente'l and explained by Menber Secretary 
-before 'h€

advisory tommittee (AC). Committee was also appdsetl oI the relevant provisions rmder

ottrer Acts, Rules and Guidelhes relevant to the Proposal atrd iher sigoi{icance-

3. The DIGI (C) Regional Oftice, Bangalore lr'as also Present in the meeting during the

discussion ol the above Proposal.

i. tf," oar*ry ao.*io"e 1ac) after ttrorougtr deliberation and discussion observed that:

ri\ Thp nr€sent DroDosal is for extension oI lJse oI 94'98 ha for seltitrg up of exPedmental

)# ;, ;.e.iv.a,,'ffiilnaoge in Kozhikodq oistricr bv lndian Institute of spices Research

irisiai. rt "i.ea 
sr*; of thi proposed foresi land is ReseNed Forest

iii; :rire toUowing area is utilization by IISR as per record:

ICAR-IISR ExPeimental FaIm, Peruvannamuzhiutilization at

50Area1.
0

oflices and other infrasffuclures
of lalln olflcethe and

2.

50structures3
solar uaits etc

4.
50

roads5.
00

elephant cornpound feDcearand sol\ralluenchunder6.
Ape oents, Plaotinga ulder nursery sheds for spice7

undei8.
5.0

ational Active germPlasm site for Biack Pepper, ginger,

vanillaclove
9.

50
Black pepper hYbrid Progenies, promisirg lines, DUS

nials on n etc,
5.00

and seed and turmericof11
.00rcseFed for annual Planting of ginger and tumeric on

72,

0( )uerchtheoutsideareaconsewation13

l/5a4)1/?o23

51. No

10.
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t1-91./20r 2-FC(Pt. )

Ageoda No. 11

File No. 8-14l2016-FC

Sub: Proposal lor seekiug prior approval of the CeDtral Government under Section 2

(ii) of the For€st (Conservatior) Act, 1980 in favout of 1![/s Balasore Alloys Ltd lor non-
forestry use of 64,119 ha of Sabik Kisam Forest land as on 25.10.1980 within mining
lease arca of 64.463 ha, for Chromite mitring i[ our Katiapani chrcmite Miles in
Jaipur disEict of Odisha Regarding issuing oI Stage-II aPprova.l (oDline Proposat no.
FP/OR /MrN/l 1934/2015)

1. The above subject agenda item was considered by the Advisory Coonlttee iII its
meetfug held oo 14.11.2023. The colrespond]Ilg age[da note may be seen at
wvw.palivesh.dc.in. Nodal Officer (FCA), Odisha was Bot attended the meeting
however, rcpresentative of the Nodal (FCA) hom Govt. of Odjsha was Present and

DDGF (central), MoEF&CC's RO at Bhubaneswar was also prcsent in the meetiDg.

2. During the meeting, all tle facts and background of ttre proposal, along with
exaEination oI the proposai iD the DSS were presented and explai.ned by the
Member Sesetary before the AC for their examilation and a.alysis. Committee was

also apprised of the releva provisioos under other Acts, Rules and Guidelines
relevant to the proposal and their significance.

3. Advisory Corunittee after tkough delibemtron and discussioD obsewed that:
i. The covemment of odisla vide their letter No. 10F (Cons)

381,2015-12027/F&E dated 29.06.2016 submifted the above subject prcposal
for seeking prior approval of the Central Government under SectioD-2 of the
Forest (CoosewatioE) Acl 1980.

ii, The Ministy vide letter dated 18.11.2016 has already been accorded 'in-
piinciple' apprcval subject to the following penal condition al S. No. (ix) and
(x):

a) The User agency shall pay N?V at the rate 20 per cent for each year
siEce the violation of Iorest (Conservation) Act 1980 has commenced.

b) User agency shall raise penal CA equivalent to the land utiLsed itr
yiotration o{ ihe provisior of Forcst (ConselvatioD) Act 1980;

iii. Further, the Minisay's vide letter dated 25.07.2017 has amended the above
penal coEditiotr as per ihe detailEd given below:

a) A committee under that chainmnship of Sh. Tejender Singh PCCF,
Regioral Office, Bhopal with merDbers Sh. Kanwarjeet SiDgh
APPCCF RO Nagpur, Sh. Reddy APCCP RO Chennai, Sh. Sanjay
Deshmukh MeEber FAC aDd Sh. Deepak Kumar Sinha lc (FC)
MoEF&CC is lormed to decide a policy fiame work and quantum of
penalty to be imposed it deliberate and ulavoidable violarions of
provisions oJ FCA 1980.

b) Since the User agency has violated the provisions oI FC Act and Rules
made theleof, tle quamrm of penals/ shall be imposed and rcaliseal as
per the rccommeDdations of the cdmminee. constituted for this purpose
by the FAC and accepted by the competent authority in the lainistry.

iv. fhe Govemment of Odisha vide their letter No. 24978i9F (MG)-359/2016
dated 08.12.2022 subrEitted the compliaDce report of conditioDs stipulated in
Stage-l approval dated 18.11.2016, after elapse of six yea-rs. However, the UA



1r-9r,/2012 FC(Pt. )

l/5a433/?O23

has deposited the N\rP iu 2015 and now tle differenual amount oI the NPV as

ncr rhe new rate of NPV.
li ".il" "il*i]""" "t 

ihe said comPliance IePorl t}re lvtinistrv-noted.!hat ihe

UA h". no, deposited the Penal amounl as imposed vide Minrstly's lelrcr

ililr;.ii ,oia ina lr. "tto 
sough( darification 6om the State for

submitring tbe complian(e rePofl in exraordindry deldy'
Ti" CotE*-"", Lt oaitn" ,,ia" lerrer no 309USF(MG!359/2016 ddtd

i6oz:bij-ir-l.r,"a ,f,eir reply on ihe observalions contain in ihe Ministry's

lener dated 14.01.2023. Detail of the same ar€ as given below:
'' '' 

"1- 
na,,i- iau.ot" Alloys Ltd was 64463 ha in noo-forest land during'' 
n.*, oii"ut" a","ai5.z zoo0 subsequently' in pursuant ro Suidelines

;ated IO.3?OI5 Gsued by Go\,t of lndia MoEF & CC the ldDd

schedule of tie mining lease was verified by the Tahasildar' Sukinda

,ta ii*"" r"*a tr,"ti4.11s ha of rie ML comes under Forest land

*a O.Saa lru non-forcst lan'l out o{ ihe total 463 ha As Per

suidetin"s dat"a 09.03.2016. the time period was extended up l'o

50.09.20l6 ror obtdining lore\l clearan.e over Sabik kisam lole'l land

"na 
t*.uqo""ty vide ;uideline dated 30 09'2016 extended the tiJne

;;ain up t;31 1i.2016.In the mean-while Hon'bie High Court' orissa

;de its lDrerim order ddted 04 01 2016 granted ordet lor mainraining

starus quo on mining operatioD The interim order passed by the

ion'Udnigt co".r, 5ti.sa up to 20 06 2022 is enclosed for relerence'

i""tft* *,J Deputy Directoi of Mims, Jajpur Road' odisha lras

.eooned reEardine miniDg operaoon from the period January 2016 to

'ifi 
ari" uia"" l"ni. 1".318 dated 4 2 2023 |n the mea.1-dme Gou- of

frAi rufom & CC have accorded Stage-I aPproval for-diversion of

64.1i9 ha of Sabik Kisam Forest Land as or 2510 1980' within the

-iri"g f""t" area of 64.463 ha for Chromite minhg in Kaliapani

Eh.oriit" tnlin.. at-x"liapani Dist Jajpur, Odisha vide No 81412016-

Fc ;aed 18.11.2016 with a number o{ conditrons imposed ihelein As

Der.onalidon No. (ix) of Stage-I apProval order' the User ABency shall

i"v I,IPV @ Zo'" fot 
""ch 

yiar since tbe violation of FC Ao' 1980 has

io--"n"""d and roni[tion No. (x), the User Ageory shall raise oenal

Cn 
"qrrir"l"nt 

to $e land utilized in vio)ation of fie p_ovision of fC
e,r, iseo. sub.uqu"ntly, ihe condiuon No (ix) & (x) of Stage-I

"pl.o"a 
otao 1,"* been delered vide letter dated 25'7'2017 oI Govr'

oiindia, MoEF & CC. lt is reported b) RCCF as PeI clause No 3 E o[

l"tter wo.tl-azzorz-pc dated 29.t.2018 of Go!'t ol lodia' MoEF &

CC the violation oI FC Act is not attlibuted to the User Agency' no

Denalry shall be imPosed

t r itte J.", Asencv has clarified that due to Covid -19 pdndeDric
' ir*rfer *d riur"uon of CA laid' financial cri\'Ls dnd the sLay order of

ion'bIe High court, orissa have caused the delay process to submit

the compliice The ML area of 64.463 ha has aheady been broken up

after comrnencement of mining opeJation sirlce September' 2000' and

oDI 244 nos ol 5ound Eees uerc fould duing tree enumerdlion

Mo"reover, Compensatory Affolestation land was re-visited by 6e

Co*p","n, eo*to.ity 
"ni 

accordingly the Scheme has been revised as

per prcsent guidelines wiih resPect to letter from PCCI(Nodal) vide
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Memo No,.17224 dated 05.09.2022. The sarne land is found suitable
for coEpensatory affoteslation.

vii. Furtber a meeting was also held under the chairmaBhip of the DGF&SS on
01.11.2023 whereh it has been noticed thar the Stage-i approval was issued
vlde Ministry,s Iermr dared 18.11.2016 read with dited ii.oz.zOtz and the
User AgeDcy/State submitted the compliance repo aJter a lapse of about 6
years and con{inued rhe midng wirhout obtaining rle Srage_II approval.
Keeping this in view, t}le penal I{pV is liable to be puid in the instaniiase as
per the para 1.21 of the Handbook of guidelines d;ted 28.03.2019. The said
MoM were circulated to the Gove$rneDt of Odisha for taken a view on the
pmalty. However, the reply the State was not receiveil, fhe CoDmittee stated
dlat ihere is no need the commeDts of the State at this stage and the A- w l
decide the penalty elause.

viii. As per Hon'ble High Coul Order dared 20.05"2022 the inredm oriler of stay
bas not. been exteDded aher t?.12.2019. Ttercalrer Depury D recror, Mines,
jajpur vide letrer dared 06.06.2022 has suspended aI mnring operations until
fdihet ordets.

4. Decision ol the Advisory Committee: After thorough deliberatioEs and discussions
with CF (FCA), GoO and DDGF (Central), Rd Bhubaneswar, rhe A;;;F/
Committee recommended that t}le State GovemjEent shall ensure that as per th"e
origirral conditioo of SHge-l approval dared ig. .2016. rhe a-mount ot penil ltnv
will be deposired by Lhe UA from t7.I2.20t9 ro 06.0G.2022 as under:

a) The User agency shall pay NPV at the rate 20 per cent for each vear
siEce ihe violatioo of Forest (Conserv:tion) Act 1980}as cooroenied_

b) User agency shall raise penal CA equiv;Ient to tf,e fiJ ,U*"J in
violation of ihe provision of Forest (CoDservation) Act 1gg0.

Agenda No. 12

Poli.y Issue No. 1

s-ubjecr: Maintenance or sarety zone; 
"u,i"w 

or guiauu,,"s giliXl#;?3.Jfi;1!
Hardbook of Forest (Conservation) Act, 19BO vied_vis apfrovals obtained urder the
Forest (CoEseryation) Act, 19S0 - reg.

1. The policy agenda item was considered by fte Advisory Committee in its meetiry
held oD14.11.2023. The Member Secretary briefed tbe Advisory Comfiitt"" atour,fr"
issue and d€velopmeDt in the matter.

2. The Advisory ComErittee, after examinaaion of tile matter, observed as under.:

i_ A D.O letrer dated 12.10.2023 of Secretary, Minlstry oI Sreel,
Govemment of Itrfia was received io the Ministry o-t 17.10.2023
wherein it has been mentioDed that SAIL has submitted rbe proposals
for ihe dive$ion of forest areas wilhin the safety ,on" oi Bol*r,
Kiribuu- Meghahahrhuu, and Dhobil mines of SAIL. The Bolam
mille is in Odisha al1d other two are in the Stat€ of Jharkhand. Fur&er,
it has been mentioned that the pa,,rneDt of N?V anal CA in case of
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